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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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PERFORMANCE REPORT OF FINANCE
COMMISSION
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS
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(The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Minister of Petroleum

Resources Development)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle - State

Minister of City Planning and Water Supply)
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Deputy Minister of
Megapolis and Western Development)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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®C DO, 3D, OO, 3F 5T Dwmo

(LomevsTL{LO) @) 6TLD.6TE.6TLD. F6VLOTEHT)

(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)

Hon. Speaker, the question I pose to the Hon. Prime
Minister is about the Navy camp that is set up in
Chilavathurai in the Mannar District.

Chilavathurai Village is one of the oldest Muslim
settlements in Sri Lanka where 99 per cent of its
population today are Muslims. The total land area of the
village is approximately 600 acres, out of which 300 acres
are under paddy cultivation, 150 acres are residential land
and the balance consists of coconut plantations and it is
set aside for buildings and other utilities. It is located
within the Musali Divisional Secretary's Division. Most
of the inhabitants of the village depend on fishing,
agriculture and small scale businesses for livelihood.
Therefore, land resource is very scarce in this area.

In 1990, about 1,500 Muslims belonging to 250 - 300
families were evicted by the LTTE and many lost their
lives as well in the process. During the eviction, those
people lost most of their possessions including title
documents of land and identity documents. However,
during the Ceasefire Agreement in 2001 and 2004, most
of the people had been resettled in the area, but they had
been displaced again during the military operations
commenced in 2006. So, in fact, Hon. Speaker, these
people were displaced twice.

After the area was liberated in 2009, the Navy camp
continued to remain there, which occupies about 60 acres
of private land. Within this land area, there are about 275
houses belonging to the people, places of religious
worship, several buildings of Government institutions
including a private hospital, a library and about 60 shop
spaces still occupied by the Navy.

During the last Presidential and Parliamentary
Elections, the villagers were assured that their lands
would be returned. However, to date no action has been
taken despite repeated requests made to the authorities.
Continued presence of the Navy has denied the legitimate
owners of land and property their rights and has severely
affected their livelihoods. While we appreciate the need to
ensure national security, it shall also not cause
inconvenience or difficulty to the people.

Therefore, will the Hon. Prime Minister inform the
House, what action the Government proposes to take to
return the land that property belong to those people to
enable them to lead a productive life? Thank you.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O
(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuiTdeiT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister.

©0; OBE B8 vm (3G BR®r 8w LoBm

3BT 0o g8Sm MOGH O sn®)

(orerfl@ rewflsL allsHrwdnis - Nrgw enwssFm Cssw

Q& TETeNSHHET LHMID QUTHATTSTT HEVIUVSB6T BjeWLOFF (HLD)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, Chilavathurai has been a matter of
concern both for the Hon. Members of Parliament and the
Government since there were people displaced from
Chilavathurai by the LTTE and subsequently military
camps had to be established. There is one Navy camp
which has to be maintained as a string of Navy camps
which are used to combat drug smuggling into Sri Lanka.

From the information given to me, the Navy is
currently occupying 34 acres, 02 roods and 08.43 perches
only of the total of 600 acres, which the Hon. Member
has mentioned here. Of that, the Navy is releasing 6
acres, 2 roods and 8.43 perches. So far, 66 persons have
claimed ownership of the land. Out of them, 38 persons
are dead. There may be successors. The Government has
given alternate land to 12 persons of 20 perches each and
some houses have been constructed. The Navy also needs
land. What is in question is only 28 acres. So, we have to
see how we are going to balance the security of the area
as well as the needs of the people. The Navy is also now
taking steps to acquire land which is required for the
Navy base. It is only an issue of 28 acres out of the 600
acres that are now in question. Six acres have already
been given. So, that is the only amount that will have to
be discussed further.

It is best, I think that the Hon. Member and the Hon.
Members of the area could take it up and discuss it
further with the Sri Lanka Navy.

@G S RO Bwm (D6 BIEHO W YR BB

3@ ®0)

(wrewryllg peyls andd - BSEIS S LLOL wHMID

BeULPBISE) HEHLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and

Water Supply)

The issue is, the entire bazaar of Chilavathurai is now
under the Navy camp. What the people are asking is to
release the entire bazaar because that is in the middle of
the town. So, the town has been taken over by the Navy.

®6; OB E Sn@8own dwmo

(oresryfl@ rewils allsalrwanigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Then, how can you replace the Navy?

@S GBS RO Bwmo

(el pey amib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

What the Navy says is not exactly true. Everybody
knows that the entire town with the shops, houses and
everything has now been converted into a massive Navy
camp. For security purposes, they can move a little away
where there is no township.

®6; OB E Sn@8own Owmo

(oresryfl@ remilsL allsalrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Let us meet after the Sinhala and Tamil New Year and
discuss this further. The Navy says that they have to be
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there because of the drug smuggling. Obviously, there
seems to be some clash here. So, Hon. Minister, we will
discuss this further.

OO DO, 3D, 8. B3E®IsT w0

(LoTevsTL{LON @) 6TLD.6T&.6TLD. FEVLOT6DT)

(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)

Thank you very much, Hon. Prime Minister.

B0 DOIBNBDHR O

(LomevsTLLO@ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6rT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! At this moment, I wish to announce
that this House cordially welcomes the Delegation from
the German Bundestag, Thuringia Parliament and the
academic staff and participants of the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation Training Programme, now present at the
Speaker’s Gallery.
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Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, please. -
[Interruption.] Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, please
ask the Question. - [Interruption.] e® gdeoed & Bedw
Bewd8nBsy 18 8350o.
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[Interruption.] Order, please! You can ask the Question, Hon.
Member.
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Yes, Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, are you satisfied with the answer?
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Yes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Hon. Speaker, people have been settled here long ago;
we know that and what I have referred to is the answer on
resettlement. For resettlement, already 752 acres of land
have been released in two places and 187 houses have
been rebuilt. 1 have not got the statistics on how many
have been taken over by the people and how many have
been occupied. I can give it later. Another 87 acres and
the access roads have been released with regard to the
church and the school nearby and the school is being
supplied with the facilities. That is the policy of the
Government - to help the schools. Also, this is a part of
the ongoing resettlement programme.

But the Navy camp, from what I have been informed,
is on Government land and also whatever the Navy has, is

on Government land and belongs to the Wildlife
Department. I can verify the facts that the Hon. Member
has given. These are all people who voted for His
Excellency Maithripala Sirisena to be the President, we
are aware of it. That is why we are moving ahead with
the resettlement programme so that the people can come
back to their villages and wherever possible, the military
establishments are being relocated into State land and
away from private land. If the Hon. Member can give me
any more information, I will certainly verify it and have it
for him when we meet next time.

@O OIBNBHD S
(omedryLfl@ FUTHTWSEST SjeuiTdser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Is it okay, Hon. Member?

@61 @. DS BEO N Owmo
(orevnrLl@ (). FTeiTery BliLoeVBTS60T)
(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
Okay.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

You can take this up with the Hon. Minister of Prison
Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu
Religious Affairs. Verify the information from him and
go ahead and then let me know if there are any problems.

@O OIBNBHD S
(oredrLyfl@ FUTHTWST Sjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. Thank you very much.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(@) Will he inform this House, in respect of the
Mullaitivu District-

(1) the extent of agricultural land that was
under cultivation by the year 1983;

(ii)  the extents of land cultivated in the years
1982 and 1983, separately in respect of each
crop in each year;

(iii)  the total extent of cultivated land in each
year after 1983 up until the end of the war
situation in 2009, separately;

(iv)  the total extent of cultivated land after the
end of the war situation up until now in
each year, separately; and

(v) whether he will table a full report on all
above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare - State Minister of
Agriculture)
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()  @)eT@mev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(@) Isheaware that-

() more than 5200 Sri Lankan citizens have
been taken into custody by the Marine
Division of the Criminal Investigation
Department during the period from the year
2012 up to now; and

(i) a majority of the aforesaid group of persons
have been granted bail on strict bail
conditions and they have deposited bail
amounts of Rs. 50,000, fromRs.20 lakhs
up to Rs. 40 lakhs and the other persons are
held in custody as they have not been able
to obtain bail?

(b)  Will he admit that-

(1) the suspects are not able to transfer
properties to their children, obtain loans
from banks and write last wills due to the
imposition of strict bail conditions; and

(ii) since the persons who have been released
on bail live in different parts of the country
and they have undergone immense
difficulties as they have to appear at the
Criminal Investigation Department every
month and sign in books?
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(c)  Will he inform this House whether steps will be
taken to produce them before the court if there
are charges against them or else release them?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(iii)
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(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern 08 “oicom o1
] ) ) 09 oSN 01
(a) Will he inform this House - 10 esoce 01
whether he is aware that a programme to 11 Beoond) 01
prov_id_e motorbikes tq police officers at a 12 ®00c 01
subsidized rate was implemented by the 3 Boades o1
previous Government with a view to 7 on o
obtaining the services of the police officers
. . . SIS1o0) 26
in a more efficient manner and in
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the number of motorbikes distributed Zia eeolel eicuma wﬁgg@z;;& .
among the police officers who served in the 5 %
Matara District under the aforesaid ! ©od 3
programme up to 31.12.2014; and 02 2 80® 58
the aforesaid number, separately as per each 03 gRdds 70
police station of the district? 04 o¥ed 46
) ) ) 05 oo 72
(b)  Will he also inform this House- 06 oaE5 35
(8
the number of motorbikes that has been 07 B 20
distributed at a subsidized rate among the
. P 08 ©®60m 38
police officers who have been serving in the
Matara District from 01.01.2015 to date; 09 CodietnEm 38
. 10 =0 53
the aforesaid number, separately as per each e
police station of the district; 11 Boomd 45
. 12 [ONale} 46
separately, the number of police officers eoe
who serve in the district as per each rank; 13 Boan¢d 35
. 14 o 12
the number of police officers to whom it
motorbikes have not been provided, out of omRo 77
the police officers of the district entitled to
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asked the Minister of Justice :

(a) Ishe aware that -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

the Report of the COPE has revealed that
there had been some irregularity with
regard to purchase of Treasury Bonds of
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka by the
company named Perpetual Treasuries;

the Criminal Investigation Department
carried out an investigation into the
aforesaid incident in the year 2015;

the report of the aforesaid investigation was
referred to the Attorney-General in or
around the month of June, 2015 by an
officer named Nagahamulla attached to the
Criminal Investigation Department seeking
advice of the Attorney-General;
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(iv) the aforesaid WPI file was submitted to a
senior female officer attached to the
Criminal Division of the Attorney-
General’s Department; and

(v) that after a few days, the aforesaid file was
called for by the Attorney-General, who
then took action to stop the ongoing
examination and assign it to a senior officer
in the Civil Division.

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the name of the female officer to whom the
aforesaid file had been submitted;

(i) the reason why the file was taken away
from her;

(iii) the current progress of the process with
regard to that file; and

(iv) whether action will be taken under the
Criminal Law with regard to the aforesaid
investigation that had been carried out by
the Criminal Investigation Department?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice
and Minister of Buddhasasana)
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Sir,  move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7
of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on
08.03.2016, the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be
1.00 p.m. At 5.00 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
fifteen minutes.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - State Minister of Highways)

©0; Bewdss m0m ©weBnd®s, § Cown yhmsigm
©@8HE EmTved Gedl)n® DudeEed 108(1) D1dednd
woent 298BBFO BSOS, egddwhdmdes
BB EOwICOG DT, @BwdrNAmSTHmed  wwIsBOdwee @Y
380N W0 DBBDWCDGBTed 9198 ©® mEwWHO
eoxy JO wcw g Emned 988ur mON § 0® ewd®zNd
@m0® ewae, ECISD EwIBEENO.

®0 Berdss 202 BwisBn®r

(orevsryLll@ Gusseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

I propose that the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the Chair.
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It being 5.00 p.m., THE HON.PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday,
06th April, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
March, 2016.
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