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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.
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DECISION OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
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SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Hon. Speaker, | present a petition from Mr. A.M.

Thansim of Karaitivu, Pomparippu, Puttalam.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
There is an amendment to be made to Item 1, Sir.
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Please go ahead and move that.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am happy to follow the Hon.
Wajira Abeywardana, Minister of Home Affairs, who, 1
think, made a fairly well-informed contribution.

We have faced yet another national disaster, Sir. There
have been floods and earthslips, well over 300 people
have died and about 600,000 people have been displaced.
There has been very substantial destruction of property
belonging to people. People have undergone immense
hardship and this has happened in several parts of the
country: in Ratnapura, Kalutara, Galle, Matara and in
parts of Gampaha and Colombo. The people have been
greatly inconvenienced and have undergone a great deal
of suffering and loss both of their kith and kin and
property. And | wish to convey my deepest condolences
and the deepest condolences of everyone in this country
to the people for the great suffering they have undergone
and we would like to pray that our people do not have to
continuously face such disasters in the future.

Sir, 1 was able to go to Ratnapura and see for myself
some of the things that have happened. | was privileged to
meet the Hon. Minister John Senewiratne in Ratnapura. |
also met the Government Agent and along with the Hon.
John Senewiratne and the Government Agent, | went to a
vihara, where we met some of the affected people. We
also went to a mosque, where we met a large number of
people and to a Hindu Sivan Temple in Ratnapura.

Sir, many countries in the world have been of help to
us. Our immediate and closest neighbour, India, in a
matter of 24 hours rushed to our aid with a ship that
contained various different types of goods that the people
needed, both for their safety and their sustenance. There
were two other ships that came from India later. Of
course, we had help from Pakistan; we had help from
China; we had help from Japan; we had help from the
USA. A number of countries in the world came to our
help. We are grateful to all those countries for all the
assistance that they have rendered. It is also
demonstrative of the goodwill that these different
countries have towards Sri Lanka and the people in Sri
Lanka. | think that is a very good sign that we should try
and develop, that we should try and maintain because we
need the support of the international community to be
able to get over many of our problems and whatever
assistance that is made available to us by the international
community, we should utilize in a manner beneficial to
our people and thus, enable our country to progress.

Sir, | want to make a few comments in regard to this
disaster, not merely in regard to what happened and the
relief that is being provided - a number of Hon. Members

here have spoken about it and will speak about it - but
about the fact that these disasters happen and when they
happen, we meet and discuss these things, we criticize
each other, but these disasters continue. In recent times,
we have had several natural and man-made disasters in
the country, which have affected our people. Now, this is
the matter, Sir, which is of some concern because the
continuance of these disasters means that our people are
more and more affected and what action are we taking to
prevent such things from happening in the future? I do not
want to be unduly critical of this Government or the
former Government, but | do want to raise the question as
to whether the Central Government in Colombo is
adequately equipped to handle such situations that occur
in different parts of the country. | also want to pose the
question, Sir, whether there is a lack of genuine and
serious practical commitment to handle such situations
when they occur in different parts of the country. Does
the Central Government continue to be continuously
responsive to such situations when they occur in different
parts of the country? Are they kept sufficiently aware of
developing situations? | do not know whether the
Government in Colombo is kept sufficiently aware of
these situations that develop in different parts of the
country because if they were so aware, it is possible that
action could have been taken earlier to prevent some of
these things from happening. | am not saying that there
must be an abdication of responsibility on the part of the
Central Government. But, | do want to raise the question
whether some of these issues should not be handled at a
different level, at the level of the province or the region
where there is greater interaction between the people and
these institutions and consequently, there is every
opportunity for more expeditious action to prevent these
things from happening or to deal with them when they
occur.

There is a view in the country, Sir, that everything is
sought to be controlled centrally by the Central
Government and around this desire to control everything
centrally in Colombo, there is the issue of corruption.
When everything is controlled centrally and when
everything is not transparent, the opportunity for
corruption is enhanced and democratic accountability is
called to question.

We cannot deny the fact, Sir, that there is indeed a
great deal of corruption in this country, which can be
avoided, and that this great deal of corruption in this
country is also largely on account of the fact that all
governmental power is centralized in Colombo and
exercised from Colombo.

Greater interaction between the people in different
areas and institutions that are responsible for the
implementation of various programmes in those areas on
behalf of the people would, in my respectful submission,
not merely reduce corruption, but also enable greater
efficiency and more expeditious action to deal with the
needs of people. There must be interaction between
institutions that are responsible for these matters and the
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people and the civil society in different areas, as
representing those people, to enable these matters to be
dealt with more effectively and more efficiently. It will
also minimize delay and enable these issues to be
performed without delay.

In that sense, Sir, my submission would be that there
is a compulsive need for the restructuring of the State and
governance in this country so that you will ensure that the
people are able to be more participatory in the governance
of this country. For the people to be greater participants in
the governance of this country, | think there is an
imperative need to restructure the State and the manner of
governance in this country. The tolerance, ignorance and
the good nature of the people in this country is, in my
view, being exploited by political parties to their
advantage to continue with the same system of
governance, as they desire. | think, Sir, this must change.
The present practices have continued over a long period
of time, from the time the country attained Independence.
We do not see much change in the progress of this
country; we see the country stagnating. We see other
countries advancing; we see other countries developing;
we see other countries being able to manage their affairs
much more efficiently, much more effectively, but we do
not observe a similar situation in our own country, and
that, I think, is largely on account of the fact that we have
continued with old practices for far too long.

Colonial rule, Sir, has been replaced by rule from
Colombo, by a somewhat elitist rule from Colombo, by
people who are not aware of the ground situation to the
extent to which they need to be aware of it to deal with it
effectively and efficiently. Looking at the various things
that have happened in the country, both recently and in
the not too distant past - both natural disasters and man-
made disasters - | think there needs to be a fundamental
change, if these issues are to be addressed effectively. A
radical transformation in the system of governance in this
country, I think, is an imperative need. The present form
of governance that we have in this country, | do not think
is adequately representative of the democratic wishes of
the people. The result is that democracy is not respected
and if democracy is not respected, it means that the
people are not respected, that the sovereignty vested in
the people is not being adequately respected. | think
people should be mobilized, Sir, to partake in these
activities relating particularly, to prevention of such
disasters. This can be achieved if these issues are handled
at the provincial level or at the regional level and not
exclusively at the central level. | think there needs to be a
sharing of power with the provincial or the regional level
to enable these issues to be handled with more effectively
and more expeditiously.

I think one of the situations now developing is that we
have a severe drought in the North and the East. | think
the Government should pay its attention to the situation
developing in the North and the East consequent to the

drought and the Government should take action early to
ensure that, as a result of this drought, people are not left
in distress. That is a matter which, | think, the
Government should be concerned about and should,
without delay, take action to deal with.

Thank you, Sir.

®G Bewdss NGRS

(orenryflg Nrgld surprwsi jeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, on behalf of my community,
I wish to express my sincere condolences to all those who
have lost their loved ones due to the recent devastating
floods and landslides.

When one loses one's life, the entire family is
devastated. Over 212 persons lost their lives and many
hundreds of their family members, relatives and friends
are living with painful memories and suffering. We also
understand that further 78 persons are missing due to this
disaster and we hope these people will somehow or other
be found and their families and friends receive much
needed good news.

We support the Government’s efforts to address the
immediate needs of all those who are injured, displaced
and lost their homes. We sympathize with the thousands
of those who lost their houses by this disaster, be they in
Ratnapura, Matara, Kalutara or any other district. On
behalf of the people I represent, |1 wish them a speedy
recovery and they need to be provided with immediate
assistance to recover from their losses.

We are too familiar with natural disasters such as
droughts, floods and typhoons that occur frequently. Our
people understand the pain of losing who are near and
dear to them. We understand how it feels not to know
where your loved one is. We continue to suffer due to
the loss of tens of thousands and pray for the return of the
thousands who are still missing. We hope all those who
were hurt and lost everything they owned due to this
disaster recover soon from this terrible tragedy.

Natural disasters are becoming too common to our
small Island, due to the global warming and the
devastating impact caused by the rich and powerful
nations living beyond their means. Rich countries are
denying the effects of global warming and damaging the
environment. The unfortunate small countries, such as Sri
Lanka, are facing the consequences of this denial of
global warming and disregard towards the welfare of the
mankind.
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"Floods and landslides are not entirely new phenomena to Sri Lanka
and, according to the MDM, 151 persons died and over 2,000 homes
were damaged due to floods and landslides in 2016. "
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Parliament adjourned at 8.34 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
20th June, 2017.
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