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Sir, I present a petition from Mr. SM.M.S. Umar
Moulana of Zonal Education Office, Kalmunai.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of horses available in the
mounted horse units of the three armed
forces of Army, Air Force and Navy;

(i) the expenditure borne on the upkeep of the
aforesaid horses; and

(iii) the benefits accrued from the above horses;
separately as per each force?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether arrangements will be made to
obtain more horses to the mounted horse
units of the above forces from foreign
countries; and

(i) if so, the projected expenditure of the
above purpose separately as per each
force?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of

Defence)
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

@0 @b, OO, 8d® cewnsim enemS OHm Management:
(omesstyifl@ ST 6TID. LG 2 FWEFTHS &WTCFET) " ) ) ] ]
(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera) (@)  Will he inform this House in relation to the
O DOINEDROR, O gm @ &HOs. Puttalam District by the year 1983 -
(i) the number of irrigation systems that had
D880 3 ©x83O: ¥YIHE® dhEwew existed;
BIOLrgesT (penpeniodser wHmID uullifli L pleosiser: (ii)  the number of small-scale tanks, anicuts and
LdSerd omeut L Lb canals that had existed; and
IRRIGATION SgSTTE%SA?,[N BIS%%ITCI%/ ATED LANDS: (iii)  the extent of _1ands that had been brought
1205/°16 under cultivation?
2. o0 g28. D8. 8@ ciu@msn RemeEHS dwmo (b)  Will he also inform this House -
(omesstyifl@ ST 6TID. LG 2 FWEFTHS &WTCFHT) . .
(The Hon. R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera) (1) sep_arately on per year basis from year 1983
D850 @ Scndss DEBNDE GO RBeos until the war situation had ended in 2009
e dodme - (1): the amount of money that had been
' allocated for restoration of irrigation
(3) gIoce iLgsme ne 1983 D8sw 0580 B3, schemes, tanks, anicuts and canals; and

(1) DoB@E® esom30D;

(i) w0 BB, a8 o a1 Do DD (i) separately on per year basis from the time
(C 1( °© )

the war situation ended until year 2015 the

(i) @O ¢ @8I gOrernw; total amount of money the government had
OO G I Sr®r 08B D eritriemBe? allocated for the_ restoration ofqirrigation
(o) () 1983 B0 2000 obwed? wew moHoe systems, tanks, anicuts and canals?

Bo0n onm D880, 8, afe v HE (¢c) Ifnot, why?
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Irrigation and Water Resources Management)
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(i) o e GBeE 389,803,457.83 (5i8BwE
BBum 389.9) B. D88wsI0 aced 005t we

8o y@renw sum 688 ©d.
Rl 0dsY me §e
(68a@)
2010 11,522,256.00
2011 64,669,703.19
2012 35,066,685.91
2013 68,773,614.41
2014 98,759,652.80
2015 111,071,545.52
Omnd 389,863,457.83
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the names of persons
to whom payments were made by the Ministry of
National Policies and Economic Affairs for
drafting the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution and for preparing concept papers and
the payment made to each such person, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a housing scheme for Sri
Lankan fishermen with the assistance of the
Korean National Fisheries Solidarity
Federation;

(i) whether that housing scheme is
implemented throughout the Island;

(iii)) whether houses would be constructed for
the fishermen in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces of the country, who were
severely affected by the war as well as
natural disasters, under this scheme;

(iv) if so, the number of houses that would be
constructed, the areas and the dates of
construction?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®©0 B8 00¢qrcd-8 um (DS W BEY wduxf
283:08D2) Goesrs g@amun®o)

(oreiryllg SOt Gaugoyred - sLHEDTHD wHHID Brs
susrepsy HLalphSH @)rTerme ojewwssT)

(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi - State Minister of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development)

OO DONINBHYOB, DS wo  BEY wdus 305D

3@ EONEDST O° IO yEHW 8ERTS e¢xmo.

(@) (i) o® ©OBID ©®® 350000 S
RO Bg 0005 gm0, BOS Wo BES
0@ @08 Cwss @@imsn@sied
em8wirmy wedadedd 8 wom»  G¢
230DB0 D YRICHE @ @mBwry B
D6 wwerdBm ©u®e®Eme @8z Caesxs
2B EONEDST WO B¢ YLy OB
gm0, 00 a@ICTEmO Hodhe oCH»O®
emOMed DOED e KO BEW8 De®
25E0 8O oS Om DA,

(i) o».

(i) o>.

(iv) om8win o 8o ewenrdBm
©w®edemed wuwe &HBO O®ICTIEmO
edBe oEm® emdlsed dVgn ces
9O BENG dDwed® B Smm 2587
O30 O1osaBe BuwoSd®Om WS B and,
€10 9857 Buwwd 802 18 edws’y 8 go.

(20) ©O® @@wBIReS DRBIVHE 0005 BT,
o€ BID.



417 s08Ee®sInd 418

©0 SR edDimsI Swmo
(wresstyiflg Lderey Cgourssthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Qaargey Ulrd) oewwdai euisGer, pesrl! SLlhg
HTeVkIS 66D SL_HEDTLHeL I|MLDFF &0\ BTN,
SLDHODTYPVTeTTaEHEHTS allGFL_omevr afL_emwliyg
L Biser  @)phser.  sHCUTE @hS I WWFHEG
9|6} 6T D TEVT allGFL_orest afL_enwliyg S 1L_miseir
@) maledTmereur?

@6 8B ©D¢gsD-8 ®wmo

(orewryfl@ SOl Qloug gy radl)

(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)

©0T Bewdds DOnemn®B, Goessy gnoes’ g
CRO-BNEODHC BOC gD sy On ©dO BB wn Bdow
y@s Bed® o V@ 8EORET & eOm 8O eB.

g amd mewndd sgier, SRwmeyd dhEmed
00098 WedBuw oE®O® omOMned yIBDPEL SO0
o®&med @llewsy gdms’ § e 1208 »3©»
88:0m3Be® ®OGH @ 0@y WS F». YOI Os® o
0 880 BBe® @@msenwns, BOC W SEH O
208505 @@ Rw S OB BOeem & 0dnm 5103 B
DCBHC MO O HNEOLHHEJC BEBOE BOC Bdows w2ed®
BOYR Gd®H WIS, YBOIWE yedred ¢ I »Ogn
B ®m 00853 OB,

©0 IR edDimsI Swnmo
(wresstyflg Lderey Cgourssthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
pesTml.

ysImIe HPed 883 9@ yhw-edmden
em885Y DD gwurl 9OO: gxded @888
&Tewst] FTH(HSD )6 68T & Lp6eY & & w
L|STem6dTd> (& L_TaleV|6iTerm & Tewsfl: 9jenigliimm
BT LD IT 658T 1 &5 61T
LAND BELONGING TO LAND REFORM COMMISSION IN
PUNNAKUDA VILLAGE: UNAUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTIONS

1700/°17
9. ©6 »>ET DTS Bw®W BWwmo
(omevsriyLB)@ BEOl6dT LIGRTLTT £2Wioan)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
PO wy 8Eed®Iy yhu-dwmde  t@mun®eesy

ey ydma - (1):

(@) () omeyd 2dgswed ONHEH Hod&uw
eC®O® oemddwed, ©O0QY, gHWEH
el 883 900 yhw-dmien ©wBusy
6000 gus g 370 o @ § 9®
eewnd WE® 8O o2Omoedrn owd
OB, BB 008D SBEHO ewd
92BBO wewn ewir e PO e
sDBtese;

(i) ©o°® 9® Hed@u eCmODIWwed axI®
O GO wewe 88980 wews
HEENEOD Bede;

(i) & axd, 08 90O WEDH WEIsw BEBO
wewy & G peweddm  ©edEed
BosmmEd 06 200 908 yBRw-dmies
@857 w¥d e 9EEOH »S Bede;

(iv) 20® oRe® Hmoewddsm BmEwwE @SR
20as YBm gdnweme 8¢ B8O wews GiBeE
EBux 38 Bwe@Bsy § Cown goowdss
OeECe 085 Como HWBEEPER GwmBIBO
800 Bede;

(V) ©® 0580 9® yled By mFwdd weo ¢y,
BDBs® 8w gmdedewsy D100EF 98md,
383 @95 BE 928 BBO gad@uvmS Bede;

(V)  @og R0 amded @ERBe gy BBLO
DOGD @BNHBO0 ebnd mOeds;

W5I5) O OV 900 ¢3OBIeBTe?
(0) @20 w0, J Oxie?

Srenfl WHMID LTTTEBHLOETD MIFTENIOLIL] S ENLIDFFENT
GaLL aflesr:

(o) () wliiseriy wrelL gglar Qemismy UrCss
Uifeflgysitar  epreyi  LrGsas
L6 6OT&@GL_IT ST TLSS6) S|eWLDBSI6T6T & Tess]
FIPwds  AMaTES UGS
amgsry 370 gési  urliueteures  g&mewt)

QaFwevreari
Q&rpHgiorest
BeRTL &TeVLT s eTeuals LallmEalt Lesild L

LweTUHSSTSI VeV
BlirwrenfliiysGerT vevg  GyulprinrerGrm

TN

DO srenfurs STeRTULIRSSTDST
6TEOTLIENSIL)LD;

(i)  Gupuug &Tev] UrGsa Qawevreni
AP 555565 WESCIBTIE
GuienL_ Quirestenm Bmieyeugna @)evrid
SIERTUILIL (DETOTST 6T TLISHSILLD;

(i) @asne wweurs, Guhuiy — STemwflemw

®a560sTfld CuienL_GwreaTewn  BIMiejeusM
&1%  @evkiens YPHOLHF  FOLEEH FLL
FEwrs srenfl  FIalhss
91,60 65T (& (L&Y & (& all(P&aL
LI_(h)6TeTS T 6TEITLIENSILLD;

ma&weflliLgmn@
Gariflsens

(iv) Gupuy srewfl, wpseS B WG LTETEHD

9|, TLDLIG

sHemasmi Cunblarereugnars 38 ilsvedlwesr

Qrevallsy  Qevkiens  YseTL H&F
FenLIUNGHT eLpevLd VABIGT enanl Grmedlds
BIDIIeTS 515 S
6TEITLIENSIL|LD;

V)  snGurg Guprng

LIGD QITLDT hIHEN6TS

Gapemauwirest

Blirwreniliiugna
LTI
RUILINL_G&LILIL (H6TeTsT

srewiuflsd sl

s0l6g  Jjeiwglullsr)

Gousllg:ener eminsgl, BIIhsSr &L 1qL BiGener
Bliromenfléd 9 ribLiggI6TeTesTTT 6TETLIENSIL|LD;

(Vi) apyerrw Sl

Blirwrenflliysemar sHMINSNE BLoUlGHend
6T(D\&HTEMLOGBTEIT & TT6NTLD WT6) SHETLIENGUL|LD;

9| Flemilaer

9jeui @)daeniufled ymlaliiimryr?
(=1) @eTCme, er651?

asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(a)  Will he inform this House, -

(1)  whether the 370 acre land which belongs to
the Land Reform Commission, situated in
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Punnakuda Village in FEravur area in
Chenkallady Divisional Secretary's Division
in Batticaloa District has been kept for a
long period of time without being utilized
for any development activity, any
construction work or as an unoccupied land,

(i) whether this land has been identified with
the knowledge of the Divisional Secretary
to set up an industrial zone;

(iii)  Accordingly, whether a request has been
made from the Land Reform Commission
to legally convey this land to the Board of
Investment of Sri Lanka to establish an
Industrial Zone;

(iv) whether the Board of Investment of Sri
Lanka has assigned to Lanka Hydraulic
Institution the task of conducting the
preliminary study requires to establish an
ivestment zone in the aforesaid land, at a
cost of 38 million rupees;

(v) whether a group of persons have cut down
palmyrah trees in the aforesaid land and
have started to construct permanent
buildings by now having erected fences
without obtaining permission; and

(vi) the reason for not taking action by the
relevant authorities to remove the
unauthorized constructions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous

Medicine:

(a) Ishe aware that-

(i) the Divisional hospitals at Mankerni,
Mahiloor, Mancholai, Unnichchai,
Kathiraveli, Mandur and Mahilawattawan
in Batticaloa District are temporarily closed
for want of Medical Officers;

(if)  the buildings exist with other facilities and
name boards;

(iii) patients in these areas undergo immense
hardships while travelling to far away
places for medical treatment as a result of
poor transport facilities; and

(iv) the concept of providing free medical
services for the poor village patients is not
fulfilled?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether action will be taken to reopen these
Hospitals and to provide at least two
medical officers; and

(i) the date that these hospitals will be
reopened to function?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the
Highways:

Minister of Higher Education and

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the date on which the Faculty of Music of
the University of Visual and Performing
Arts was commenced,;

(i) whether the syllabus of the Department of
Applied Music in that Faculty has been
approved by the Senate;

(iii)  if so, of the date on which it was done;

(iv) the number of permanent, temporary and
probationary lecturers in that Department;
and

(v) the recruitment procedure adopted for
temporary/probationary lecturers?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and

Management:

(@)
(M)

(if)

(ii)
@iv)

Will he inform this House-

whether promotions have been given
contravening the approval of the Public
Services Commission with relevance to the
promotion of officers to the special
grade as per the Sri Lanka Accountants'
Service Minutes published by Gazette
Extraordinary No.1670/33 dated
10.09.2010;

whether a request has been made by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Finance
regarding the provision of special grade
promotions to officers without post
graduate qualifications;

if so, the aforesaid period,

whether the Public Services Commission
has granted the approval required,;
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(v)  whether 82 officers have been called for the
said interview;

(vi) whether a register including the names of
officers who belonged to the particular
period approved by the Public Services
Commission, and another including the
names of those who do not belong to the
particular period, will be submitted;

(vii)  whether these officers have been promoted
to the special grade;

(viii) if so, the effective date of the said
promotions;

(ix) the officers who should be held responsible
if promotions have been given
contravening the regulations stipulated by
the Public Services Commission;

(x) the steps that will be taken regarding these
officers;

(xi) the steps that will be taken on behalf of the
officers who were subjected to injustice
due to not been promoted?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Tilak Marapana -Minister of Development

Assignments and Minister of Foreign Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, in regard to the Question raised by the
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena under Standing Order No. 23
(2) on 06™ September, 2017, I would like to mention that
there is a complaint that has been lodged in the Public
Prosecutor’s Office in Brazil by a Non-governmental
Organization requesting the Brazilian Authorities to take
legal action against General Jagath Jayasuriya on alleged
war crimes that he is supposed to have committed. We
have only received an unofficial translation of the papers
that have been filed in the Brazilian office.

I have also been informed that earlier also on two
previous occasions - in 2011 in the United States of
America, and again in September, 2011 in Switzerland -
similar complaints were lodged by NGOs in other
countries against members of the armed forces. So, this is
not a new thing. Those legal actions filed earlier were
dismissed by the respective countries.

In regard to the second question raised by the Hon.
Member on the material that has been filed against
General Jagath Jayasuriya in Brazil, there is no credible
evidence presented that General Jayasuriya was in
anyway engaged in any illegal actions as alleged against
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him. So, I think in that situation, the question of his being
prosecuted or the question of our having to defend him in
any of those proceedings will not arise. Furthermore,
these complaints were made only after General Jagath
Jayasuriya’s term was over and actually, he had left
Brazil at the time these complaints were lodged in the
Public Prosecutor’s Office. Therefore, it does not seem
that this is a bona fide complaint.

As regards the third question the Hon. Member raised,
I wish to say that Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka’s
statements only set out his personal views on this issue.
The official version has been well articulated by His
Excellency the President which reflects the Government
policy on this matter.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Minister, I want to know whether there have
been similar incidents in Colombia or in any other
country.
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I have mentioned in my answer, Hon. Member, that on
two previous occasions also - in 2011 in the United States
of America and again in September, 2011 in Switzerland -
similar complaints had been lodged by NGOs against
members of the armed forces. Those complaints were
dismissed by the respective governments. So, they are not
pending anymore.
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g S Y, ewr wd®@m» Sa.
aflsorr IBISSLILIL B eTPmYS Gl e 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YSBTTFOTS S0y YBVCs), LOTITLILIG  OWBS  BIFTBTUISS
YU BEIT BEWEVSDLD 6)BIGTT SB61T.
Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE took the Chair.

[¢.690. 12.20]
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The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana - Deputy Minister of

Skills Development and Vocational Training)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.30 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.

[Lf.u. 1.30]
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I would like to
make some comments here. Hon. Member, why do you
not put forward your problems in writing so that we can
submit it to the Prime Minister and the Government?
These are small issues.

There is another matter. You know very well that we
are trying to implement so many development projects in
the Northern and the Eastern Provinces. But, we need
your support. We are trying to discuss with the Provincial
Councils, Members of Parliament and local government
bodies to work out a plan. So, my Ministry is ready for
that. 1 am the one who met the Chief Minister regarding

this. I have known him since 1977. Then, he was a judge.
We will give you our co-operation. Hon. Member had
been working with us and we went even to the Kachcheri.
So, please, submit us any problem in writing. I am ready
to attend to it as the Minister of  Sustainable
Development and Wildlife. It is our duty. Do not call
yourselves "Northerners" or "Southerners". We all are Sri
Lankans. As you have supported us yesterday to pass the
Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Bill, we will
work together.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Hon. Member, ask your Colleague about the first
time the people of Jaffna had seen a wild elephant. Why
do you call that area "Elephant Pass"? That is the corridor
of elephants. Almost fifty years ago, some people had
gone closer to the elephants. That is what has happened.
We are paying Rs. 500,000 to each family - we have
increased that amount from Rs. 100,000 to Rs. 200,000
and now it is Rs. 500,000. We are paying Rs. 1 million
for those two boys .
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

I will give you a date. But, I need your support. We
have released Rs. 5 million to develop a sustainable
village there with a botanical garden, zoological garden
and crop cultivation which are suitable to that area. Yet,
we are unable to get the support we need. We have
contacted the Chief Minister and met with the Chief
Secretary. I told the Chief Minister about this matter.
Your colleague Provincial Council Ministers and
Members know the matter, but we are unable to get their
support. So, support us.

We have allocated money for the development of the
Delft Island and we are doing some development work
there. I will definitely come. But, we need your support.
So, tell the Chief Minister to not to object to it. Then, we
will do the development. My problem is that. Some other
Ministries also have the same problem. Without being
suspicious, the Chief Minister, the Provincial Council and
the local authorities have to help us. We, the Ministries,
want to develop the infrastructure in your area.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

I think, I replied to it in a statement saying that all the
Ministries should go in line with the sustainable
development programme. [ agree with you. My Ministry
alone cannot do it. So, I am proposing that all the
Ministries have to do their part of the work. The main
part has to be done by the Ministries which come under
the Central Government, the Provincial Councils and then
the local bodies. So, we have to interlink.

I think the rehabilitation of Iranamadu Tank comes
under the Irrigation Department in the Provincial
Council. So, in that way, tank development work comes
under the Irrigation Departments coming under the
Provincial Councils. So, those have to be linked.
Providing Central Government funds is not a problem.
That can be provided. Therefore, we will work together.
I will point out what you said at the next Cabinet
Meeting.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.
Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we are

discussing, matters relating to sustainable development in
this country. I must, at the outset, congratulate my
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Colleague, the Hon. Minister, Gamini Jayawickrama
Perera, who is one of the senior-most Members in this
House, among the very few people who have been in the
1977 Parliament along with the Hon. Prime Minister.

So, we are all fortunate to be working along with a
very senior, experienced and a humble politician - a man
of the people. He has, in fact, been given the
responsibility of being in charge of this particular
Ministry that has been exclusively created to look after
our country’s efforts towards reaching the Sustainable
Development Goals set up by the United Nations.

As we know, the Sustainable Development Goals'
initiative is a continuation of the Millennium
Development Goals' initiative that expired in 2015. Now
we have the next one-and-a-half decades to achieve the
2030 target and 17 such goals have been identified. So,
we can speak at length of all the goals. These goals will
help the people achieve prosperity in our planet and it
seeks to strengthen the universal peace through
eradication of poverty, reversing climate change and
achieving gender equality. I believe these are all very
laudable objectives and particularly, to achieve prosperity
and to eradicate poverty, much has to be done. We know
several governments initiated programmes previously
known as ‘Jana Saviya Scheme’ by the Premadasa
Regime and now called the ‘Samurdhi Scheme’ by our
Government. All of which go to support the
underprivileged families who have a massive income gap
to manage. In our poverty alleviation schemes, it is
important for us to have a sustainable development
programme aiming to bring these people out of the
callous and deliberately uncaring situation to which they
have all been subjected.

The collaborative partnership between the people and
the Government to implement these objectives is the most
important aspect of the Hon. Minister’s work. The
policymakers have to map out strategies to overcome
challenges to make sure the planet is secure for
succeeding generations to enjoy its bounties.

I must remind here, that this Parliament has set up a
special Select Committee on the United Nations 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which is also a
laudable initiative and our Hon. Deputy Speaker is
chairing that Select Committee. That Select Committee is
empowered to monitor, support and also make this House
aware of the need to keep the focus on the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Growth must be both inclusive and environmentally
sound to reduce poverty and to build shared prosperity. In
that regard, I believe we have to deliver immediate long-
term benefits for people as well as to the entire planet to
ensure prosperity of the people.

D0 8 Bwdr® euelch Owm
(rewryflg sridlesf] gwalléro GuGrym)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)
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®G 69F VRO Dm0
(toressTL1fl@ eyt andib)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Yes, Hon. Minister.
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(omrewsryLil@ srdlssh) gawalldrw QuBry)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

I think we have to take into account not only the
Provincial Councils, but Divisional Secretary's Divisions
also. All that has to be dealt with because the success of
your projects lies at the grass-roots level with Divisional
Secretaries, local bodies and the people. As the Hon.
Minister said, ultimately, we have to go to families in the
village. We believe in that.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Hon. Member, is that the letter you gave me?

®©G @IB GedmaIgSaeso OIS
(orairyflg (Smwad) erng) Lafsvasbsrrer)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)
Yes.

@0 ®8E S3sBH® evedd wm

(omrewryLil@ srdlssh) gawalldérw QuBry)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

I have given it to my Director-General. You contact
the Wildlife Officer there. I will advise my Secretary,
who is here, in this regard. Just write down the route in
short and give it to me. I will ask my Secretary to follow
it up and take immediate action.

©0; @3B GedmsIgdoesr DN
(wrsryfle (Howd) srbd wfevabsrrer)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)
Okay.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

You contact the Wildlife Officer or the Divisional
Secretary there and I will instruct them to give priority to
your letter, which you gave me about two weeks ago. If
there is any problem, you can contact me; give me a call.
Then, I will take action, if they have not taken action.

®©G @IB GedmasIgSaeso OIS
(orairyflg (Smwad) erng) Lsfsvasbsrmer)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)
Okay, thank you, Hon. Minister.



499 2017 e 8 @5 21 500

@0 ®8 & Bedrn® eueld Owm

(wressryflg sriflefl gowallérw GuGyyT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

As 1 said, we are going to train. Monkeys are a big
problem, I know. There are not only monkeys, but other
animals too. Nature is taking over. Elephants, deer and
other animals come there. But, I know it is a serious
problem. We are taking action.

@0 @I GedmaIedatss TS

(wraprydle (Hmwg) s wfsvspgrmer)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)

The monkeys are a serious problem in our district.
Cultivations are destroyed by the monkeys.

@0 8 Bwdr® euvelch Owm

(rewryflg sridlesf] gweallér GuGryT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

I know it is a big problem now. -[Interruption.]

®0 @I GedmwIetoesr v
(wressryflg (S BHwd) srhg) Lsfevashsrrer)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa)
Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera]
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Considered in Committee.

[HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 6 to 9 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 10. - (Powers, functions and duties of the Council.)

@0 8 SO euvelch Owm

(rewryflg sridlesf] gwallér GuGryT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Yo 0Ge) ©O OBIEROB, @ s¥nm BEHST BeRIDD
988w mOmDo:

(1) "7 &2 890D, 10 02 08€w 905 WS wum EIBedD eV God®
DOBIBY.

'@i036, eNOH ©De W 8O By ¢ BRY ¢,
ROD Boess;' "

(2) "7 o» 89ed, 12 om 0d€w 90 WS wvn cEedn e
Fedn B»OBIB:

'(®) B0ess w-08Qm@O erg Wiy s, DOTH)
sty es ww' "

3) "7 O 8geDd, 26 05 edEws 90 WS vm IWedn e
Feda OB

‘G 0 gne. OB EIn an@nws G 2o®2
BB 98O owd emiedBurs Bu® ervnme

(KD

@mne.

4) "7 0 89ed, 26 05 08€wd 9RBO0 swn (ISeds e
e BOBIB:

() BSOS 08D QEB®D WD ¥ S VB3O
©¢co OB @nOm BBe® Bewddswns
@@ @I Sene BBO; "

®O; R0 OIE @

(omessr i@ SeweVMLGTHEIGD 2 mCiLNeTT B)6uider)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

3858m .08 BEIE ¢-Bm e en 0m 380D
8B, 0 @B8.00. GmsIe DICEE Onmn. BIHEs 10 O
D®5IB WO woerddms 9e8un mOmag?

®0 ed. O8. gomysIe WOIcEB Owmo

(omevsrLll@ Beg.6Tih. Sy esTHS GLTTH D)

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri)

G068 ©C OBIE OB, ©o swm wEWsT W DHW
988u ®Om:

"7 O 89ed, 10 (¢0) 10 & 08w 9o m6 & 0D
BB UBEDD e FIOCH WOBIB.

‘gm0 W O BB ¢, ¢duTdm® nosY BIO ¢
#HROD Boed' "

®O; R0 OIE @

(omesrLll@ SewVMLGTHEIGD 2 MCiLNeTT B)6uider)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

S B gnes ®OC Beamda.

O0 ®8E& BB euvedd dwm
(oreiryflg sriblesh) gwalsrw QuGryT)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)
as & weoatdms 8EosTmdo.

83000l BEw» dgpe w@» game S@sm @Y, ews
8®8» Ses.

Blns 5 BI%B6T BB (B) TDMYS CIBTeTemiLiL L gy.

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 11. - (Approval for the National Policy and Strategy on

Sustainable Development.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 28 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Preamble, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Long Title, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Title, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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URGE GOVERNMENT OF MYANMAR TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO
PROBLEMS OF ROHINGYA PEOPLE
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(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)

Hon. Presiding Member, I move,

“Whereas the escalating conflict in certain parts of Myanmar has
resulted in loss of lives, violence against civilians, mass
displacement and migration and continue to unfold as an acute
humanitarian crisis;

and whereas the Stateless Rohingya people have been subjected to
inhuman and cruel treatment at the hands of various forces resulting
in a catastrophic humanitarian crisis;

and whereas the international community has called for the
immediate halt to violence and the restoration of law and order and
protection of life and property of people of conflict areas;

This Motion urges the Government as a matter of urgency to call on
the Government of Myanmar to take all measures necessary to end
the violence and protect people from atrocities and commence a
dialogue with all stakeholders with a view to arriving at a lasting
and acceptable solution to the Rohingya issue.”

Sir, I submitted this Motion at the request of my Party
Leader, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, the Minister of City
Planning and Water Supply. He was due to speak but
unfortunately, he had to leave the Chamber due to a
personal matter. So, I may make a little contribution to
the Debate by way of an explanation.

There are about a million or more Rohingya in
Myanmar today of whom 80 per cent live in Rakhine
State. It is generally believed in Myanmar that Rohingya
migrated to Rakhine State during and after the British
colonial era. However, most experts outside Myanmar
agree that the Rohingya have been living in Rakhine
State since at least the 15" century, and possibly as early
as the 7™ century.

Rakhine was a Kingdom from ancient times and was
known as Arakaan. Rakhine came under Burmese control
in 1784. Subsequently it was incorporated to British India
consequent to the first Anglo-Burmese War between
1824-1826 and Burma became a British colony in 1885.
Finally Burma attained Independence in 1948.

Myanmar is one of the most ethnically diverse
countries in the world with 135 officially recognized
races, but Rohingya is not recognized as one. Almost
every ethnic group in Burma has rebelled during the
country’s history and some of them continue to do so. It
is believed interracial tension was a result of the colonial
past.
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Just before gaining Independence in 1947, the
Burmese Government and a number of recognized ethnic
groups signed the Panglong Agreement with a view to
solve longstanding demands of various ethnic groups.

The second round of the Union Peace Conference,
called, "the 21% Century Panglong Conference," was held
in May, this year. This time too Rohingya was not invited.

Many claim that the unfolding situation in the Rakhine
State is exaggerated and blown out of proportion for
propaganda. Further, it was claimed that Rohingya is not
persecuted or discriminated against. But the fact remains
that Rohingya is stateless even today and subject to most
inhuman treatment at the hands of various forces.

I would pose the question with respect that, if
Rohingya issue is not serious, one failed to understand
why an Advisory Commission on Rakhine State was
appointed in September, 2016 at the request of Aung San
Suu Kyi. The Commission chaired by ex-Secretary
General of UN, Mr. Kofi Annan is mandated to analyse
the present situation of all communities in Rakhine State.

There have been a number of cycles of violence
against Rohingya from time to time. Every time lives
were lost, there was mass displacement and persecution of
people. The current wave of violence has resulted in more
than 400,000 Rohingya fleeing Myanmar of which half of
them are children. According to witness and mass media
reports after Rohingya flee, their homes, the entire
villages and their belongings were being destroyed totally
erasing any evidence of human habitation. This has all the
hallmarks of ethnic cleansing. In fact, the UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres has branded it as a “textbook
example of ethnic cleansing.” He said at a recent press
meet, “When one-third of the Rohingya population had to
flee the country, could you find a better word to describe
it?” It is unfortunate that these unprecedented human
rights violations and crimes against humanity take place
after the transition of Myanmar to civilian rule under the
leadership of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

The global community has a moral responsibility and
right to seek justice of Rohingya people. Responsibility to
protect is a global political commitment which was
endorsed by all member states of the United Nations at
the 2005 World Summit to prevent genocide, war crimes,
ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.

Sri Lanka offers a unique example of solving issues
relating to stateless people through legal and diplomatic
initiatives. In fact, the Second Republican Constitution
specially protected the stateless persons through grant of
certain Fundamental Rights to them.

Sri Lanka and Myanmar have been close allies and
friends for almost seven decades. Diplomatic relations
with Myanmar commenced in 1949 and our Mission in
Yangon was one of the first five overseas Missions
opened by Sri Lanka after Independence.

Even before commencing modern day formal
diplomatic relations, Theravada Buddhism was the link

between the two countries. There have been frequent
exchanges of pilgrims and scriptural knowledge. Origins
of Ramanna and Amarapura Nikayas can be traced to
Burmese influence and assistance.

Kings of Sri Lanka especially Vijayabahu I, who was
in conflict with Cholas, received economic aid from King
Anawrahta of Burma and also received assistance in re-
organizing the sangha in Sri Lanka. Therefore, both the
countries have many things in common.

In this context, I would urge the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Government to use the friendship
and cordial relationship with Myanmar and urge the
Government of Myanmar to protect Rohingya people and
also enter into a dialogue with the parties concerned.

I thank you.
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(The Hon. Tilak Marapana -Minister of Development

Assignments and Minister of Foreign Affairs)

Hon. Presiding Member, the Rohingya issue is very
complicated and has a very long history. But, the issue
has attracted global attention after the violence that took
place in the State of Rakhine.

We know that close to one million Rakhaines had fled
to Bangladesh and to other neighbouring countries as
refugees. International attention is drawn to this issue as
day by day, the situation is worsening due to lack of food,
shelter, health facilities and environmental reasons.
Likewise, the Government of Sri Lanka is concerned
about the humanitarian aspect of the refugees and the
emerging tension between Bangladesh and Myanmar,
both friendly countries of Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is closely studying the statements issued by
the UN, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees -
UNHCR - the UN Human Rights Council, rights groups
and countries that are concerned on the issue.

Sir, Sri Lanka and Myanmar are steeped in history
based on Theravada Buddhism. Our relations date back to
the Fourth Century BC, where monks from Myanmar
frequently visited the Mahavihara of Anuradhapura to
imbibe orthodox traditions of Buddhism in order to
propagate those in their own country. In 1865, with the
establishment of the Ramanna Nikaya, it was an
unparalleled milestone of the relations between both
countries. Sri Lanka and Myanmar have been enjoying
good relations in multifaceted areas of cooperation,
which have consolidated further with the establishment of
diplomatic relations in 1949. I say these things because
then, you may agree that the issue is very sensitive to the
Buddhists in Sri Lanka and also we have to look at the
concerns of the Muslims of Sri Lanka. Therefore, Sri
Lanka should have a rational and a cautious approach to
this issue.
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The Government of Sri Lanka has continued to closely
observe the situation with regard to the Rohingya
community and to cooperate with the international and
regional initiatives in addressing the issue of the
Rohingya community. Despite not being a signatory to
the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol on the Status
of Refugees, Sri Lanka has been handling cases of asylum
seekers or refugees in terms of the Agreement signed
between the Government of Sri Lanka and the UNHCR in
2005.

I might add here that even Rohingya refugees have
been given shelter in Sri Lanka in the past. If there are
any refugees that spill over, we will, on humanitarian
grounds, not look the other way but render whatever
assistance we can to those persons.

Sri Lanka is deeply concerned over the current
developments in the Rakhine State that has drawn the
attention of the international community. The
Government of Sri Lanka calls on the Government of
Myanmar to take urgent measures to ensure the safety and
security of all civilians in the region and bring the law and
order situation under control. Sri Lanka firmly believes
that Myanmar as a close friend of Sri Lanka, will win the
credibility of the international community by restoring
law and order, peace and stability through legitimate
means.

Thank you, Presiding Member.

[6.41p.m.]
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(The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana )

Hon. Presiding Member, I take this opportunity to
draw the attention of this House to the plight of Rohingya
people in the Rakhine Province of Myanmar.

This is a very sad occasion. It is sad because the
situation that we speak about betrays our trust in a
country, which all believed was returning to democracy,
rule of law and human rights after several years of
international isolation and instability.

Having listened to the Foreign Minister, our concern
today is not intended to criticize the country and its
people, nor do we seek to blame a religion or language.
Because we do not believe that the country or its religion
or religions could be blamed for what carnage an
extremist segment is causing, supported or condoned by
some in power. Hon. Presiding Member, on the contrary,
our remarks today are a reflection of a deep sense of
disappointment or frustration at the continuing streak of
violence of a genocidal proportions or ethnic cleansing in
a particular country.

We in Sri Lanka can easily comprehend the roots of
the crisis in Myanmar. Colonial history has shaped the
conflict after the emergence of the independent nation

State of Myanmar, just as colonial rule created dissension
and conflict among communities during our kings of
yore.

The Rohingya people are today described as
"stateless" by their Government. To the majority
community they are unwanted intruders and a threat to
their nation-State. They think they are an inconvenience
to their overarching national identity. Today, they have
become the world's most conspicuous people, homeless
in their own land and adrift in the waters of the Bay of
Bengal.

Hon. Presiding Member, not a single day passes
without the international media as well as the human
rights community reporting on the horrendous crimes
being committed against the people of the Rakhine
Province of Myanmar. The unfortunate plight of these
Rohingya people has been starting squarely in the face of
humanity for a few years now, with its intensity at
unprecedented levels in the last few weeks.

When crimes against humanity are perpetrated against
a people on the grounds of race, religion, language,
ethnicity or on any other discriminative reasons, which
appear repugnant to human conscience, it is our
collective duty to do all that is within our power to help
bring an immediate end to it, ensure amelioration of the
conditions of persecuted people, and to work with
partners in the region and the world to facilitate their
peaceful living including return and resettlement in safety
and dignity with guarantees of protection and non-
recurrence in the future. It is our strong belief that Sri
Lanka, under the National Unity Government, is in a
position to demonstrate initiative and/or to give a
leadership in ensuring such a positive outcome through
peaceful means.

Therefore, I would like to propose the Hon. Minister
of Foreign Affairs to adopt the following measures to
resolve this terrible calamity that has overtaken the
people of Myanmar who are regarded as people known
for their tranquil temperament and sedate lifestyle of a
pious Buddhist social order:

The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs should summon
the Ambassador of Myanmar based in Colombo to share
our concerns with the Government of Myanmar, urging
an immediate end to violence against the Rohingya
people in the interest of peace and stability in the region;

We should offer relief and rehabilitation assistance to

the affected people through credible international
agencies;
Sri  Lanka should issue a public statement

demonstrating its clear interest in addressing the situation
faced by the Rohingya people and ensuring peace and
stability in the region; and

Call a Debate or Session in Parliament to explain the
position of the Government of Sri Lanka urging for non-
violence and peace building in the Rakhine Province of
Myanmar.
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The Government of Sri Lanka is well-placed to
undertake all of these measures as we ourselves are today
embarked on the path of reconciliation and peace-
building. Sri Lanka is committed to the pursuit of peace
and stability in the region which remains critical to the
realization of its vision of a harmonious, inclusive and
sustainable Indian Ocean, as part of its Vision 2025. We
would encourage the Government of Sri Lanka, the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to initiate urgent appropriate measures and clearly
demonstrate our commitment and leadership.

Thank you.
[L7.L1. 6.48]
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.57p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Friday, 22nd September, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 08th March, 2016.
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