256 O DS - 6 OB WEIBW 2017 @2%0838 15 O» @
QzTEI) 256 - @)ev. 6 2017 mpeuibui 15, ygeirdlipenio
Volume 256 - No. 6 Wednesday, 15th November, 2017

s)1EEe®@nIn) D¢

(&zﬁfﬁfﬂﬁ)
LTI TEHLETD 6leu T nidkssr
(amedraFmi)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE DIEDI

B BTT S MHemsH
OFFICIAL REPORT

(geaddn 8ownm /Uewy HmssLiu_rsg /Uncorrected)






353D EOD Y WS1eR

Bedem
2018 8&wed gw D16 @ Ene@IROEST emddies

3@5150:00C D1 BEs B8 wamdih HBO wewo

D2 erdsd 0% o ded®
YEHORO D8 BEnoy
0893 ¢ ® 200xT g1y y&»

©1eEBw ®¢o DB w
B ©00053 Gnon o B8O ¢88)cmd nEOw

Bwbum vms emQd®um, 2018 — [sdm DY me
ema) :
@D D6 Bwd® - 8dicw »E »ID @&

2E M Be® ewrdLssnd:
O8O 800 O 9RO wews DI eNend®

Urgmesr 2_sirarL_dsa10

g lafliyaseir:
2018y 1d oy e0r(h b TenT surey GlFsveybdl L
waIF &Nl mbg OFMey QF i’
IO FFEH BT GlFevayd HeMeVLIL 6T LHMlds
HVbGIH TWTH UGN HTET OF &S Fn L L 1D

afle@rrdaEnda euriiepsy aflswL_seir
sest! gyflallgsed cpad allesrr:

L Geoflwim HIembL) LIT 66D
HHLOYF OFienswmert eTHiGbTahdlujsirar 6B HdhHsLg-

251651 H& F1_cpevid, 2018 [paissiiul L pbsrid
Be]
@) reTLTid Wi — alleursid pdlemeudssiiil L g

sdleweuliys L@y emevr:
Y Asstred FreTasmbaslLl L Srenflsendd bL L F{H
QFISSLILIL TEDLD

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Meeting of Select Committee to Discuss the Heads of

Expenditure of Ministries Selected from the
Budget Estimates of 2018

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:

Spread of Malaria Mosquito
Crisis Faced by Sugar Cane Cultivators

APPROPRIATION BILL, 2018 - [Fifth Allotted Day]:
Second Reading - Debate Adjoumed

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Non-Payment of Compensation for Lands Acquired
by Government






871

25EBe®53nD
LT T T@HLOGITMLD
PARLIAMENT

2017 209,838 15 &2 d¢ago
2017 peubiii 15, yseirsslpsmio
Wednesday, 15th November, 2017

8. 9. 9.300 %8E8e@xInd dedde.
DN DR [©0 WS Bwsey8w Dwma]

GR350 Ses.
urrrepwetpid (1p.u. 9.30 wellsGé o igwgl.
FUTHTWST SjeuTser [menr @ &m e2w@fw]semevento
B SSTIT6T.
The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.

Bedem

I Wlailliser
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2018 D8uved aw O1v §1EmHed®sIOBEsT
3G @5 ROE D1 BBz B¢
23020 BBO esgwo O
Beds mdm wws dedd®
20189y oy, er(hSSHTer euTey ClFsveySHlL L
w1 T Hsafled hhg 6\Filey@ a1
S|ewLFadmeafler GlFeveyd HewevLiL|dd6r LD M
SOV HGIDTWT(HeusDHTesr CHM @ wpd gl L 1D
MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS THE HEADS

OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE
BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2018

OO DB S0

(omressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2018 obved @w D YEHEOTROES enddeny
3@ D BOvwsl B¢ wumdd BBO B g
28800y ode ®dm ©wIed BgPdn dfd® a¢ 8,
5 2017.11.1502 8» @6 61 11.300 8:8Ee®s3n macwm
w0 200 oz 0782 :01eds 90 Bedemryw mos gm0,
000 A0 w¥vIB O e wBm OHSTO cm® &0

O Tend.

e85y ®
LD§B)| 5 % 61T
PETITIONS

OO DDIBINWBDHD O

(omressryifl@ FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 ®8€ S0P evedd Owm - [wen vdvw ne 29:2.]
@61 BIED eBDCBeBG® v - [wew odvw nE 22.]
©01 (e0Des) Ced®d 8B Qv - [wem odvw nE 225.]
©C BB m®C @eReEMS O™ - [wew 0bow e 23¢».]

872

yEHORO Ddz BERTL

il % 61hd & aumiilepsD allewL g6
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO WAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeuieir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g gow 1-138/'15- (1), o6 YdBm sBSew Svmo.

®G B vBSen Dwmo

(wrabrfle Lss uFre)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B DOIENBWROB, & OO yadmw guwmo.

®©6; Bedlses? cveld Dwm (HBm yBuB wo
388 HOGR S8 a1 )

(wrewryllg BIGrragsr QuGrrr - GCaflw CETeTendsH6r
LHMID QUITHETTSTT SVIUVHET (B)TTRTEIS SeHDFFT)
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs)

@O0 BONGDROB, ©F PR ©wW LB

yBeTB w0 88 ®Ogn ¢S eDMEDsT i O®
y@ B0 BENGC 2O wewo 9hwm e 9CE 8350,

gam O S 98us BEOO Bewlw mom .
aflsarremer LM G5 BTGB FLoi LILN% S5 51 L ewenmuil_ i’ L gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Seuieir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gds g 2 -1072/'16- (2), 06 cew ywoFd ©®5I8E

O™ - [wen obwws ne sy

g@s gom 3 -1117/'16- (2), ©6 ©8xI¢ BedB8 Dwmo.

®C O8I Bed8B8 Swmo

(oressryllg sllhs alGm )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO DN WROB, © OO yadmw guwmo.

oG oesin DOewBRm wmy (9RO  ew
588007 yBw-dmde §dms v geds) sved
BB 38w Eo)
(oressryllg  swhs SMHEWITHVSE - &mewil  HMILD
UTTTEHOETD  MIFTEDDLIL  DWFFHLD S TFTHISS
s Aullsit paHEHTVTEFTEID)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)

OO DONGDROB, 8@ wODCHBIOO, gNwLIRD) ¥

»BIe 00 ¢G@Pw BEAe a@imsn® edmedsi © &©
y@F B BENGC 2O wewo B @¢mm MW 9C 0 8I500.

G Oy Enm 988es HEOO Bewlw oz .
aflssrremey LM G5 HITHBND FLoi L% 5 51" 1_ewenmuil_ i’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DAIBNWBH O

(omessTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@m gom 4 -1197/'16- (2), ©6 @8.88. d® ¢ewnsIm

QHeEDC OO - [wwr 0bws e 535.]



873

PPBIBBIB DO R1d) OGS en 36w B1HY
ewed DL §O qogows®
@M GLd C\Fiig o LITesThISEHd: G alldlds GlFe
auifl :GOTSHS 6 (HLOT6STLD
CESS ON IMPORTED GOLD JEWELLERY: TOTAL INCOME

1411/°16

@G BIEE QDB Owmo

(oressTyll@ LbSIeL G 6emTeuT H6bT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)

8¢ o BBy ¢RI R@Ie®sT &1 yam @ - (2):

@ (@ 2016 gw D1ee8 g 179 ewdusdd emnd,
SIBYBBIS WD) C1@) BOE NI € e3¢0 1Y
Bwwd 10 et ddc @85y did we G g
G830 @B e,

(i1) OB owed Ade 0dBw BT (ydBO wewo
©@waca® Gazadw mOeYE;

(i) ©&s 1977 80 ©® s o & Db
& 0O ememe WD G
BSOS RDE OS® Y

300G 20 ecmned 5308 eFamwn
98B motenie;

iv) & 00 efdennnsgn G WOBIesy
50, Dl R B1GOBEBT WYSBIE;
@I Do @OV wwidd exIOsTensie?
(@) o0 e m®, S Ox¥e?

BIF) HMID Cleu@ Far 2oL ewwFFemrd CoHL L allerT:

(o () 2016 oy oem® eurey QoSS L Sger
179 g Qevss  erGwrflalsr L,
@méGuwd  QFinuliul L Y LITERTRISEHSE,
alglssiu’ L. 10% Ggev  eulufleir  epsvid
Sl O’ L Quwrdg euifl euHLOTETLD sTeusueTe)y;

(i)  @MuucL OE suflemuwi 2 6B
HeWeVEhTHemenr CUamiausn@ FHUBGSW pewm
wmgis

(i) 1977 oyip yawr® CsTL G0 @)sTmy susHrT
eublaur(m aUBHLSSH eI (O EEAC ]
@ma@uwd  QALwLLL S LTenThISeT T
Qumid) wHmid LNFsTeT @)N& @ LS TerTT a6
2 0 Guiraeflesr QUL g uienev
Fwrl N ouryr;

(iv) Qenmsss LI TEIOT MBI 61T [OLETSINE])
Q& inu i @\oruilssr, Supmlest  Uygmresr
GULPMI(S 6T T &H6IT WIT 6T 5

STETLIENS (Ui (3)FFemLidd, @;gﬂaﬂﬁjun’u’n’?

(=) @)dGmsv, ereir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:
(a) Will he inform this House-

(1) the total income generated from the Cess of
10 per cent imposed on imported gold
jewellery as per Proposal No. 179 of the
Budget, 2016;
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(i) the manner in which the said Cess was used
to protect the local craftsman; and

(i) whether he will present the value of the
gold jewellery imported to Sri Lanka in
each year from 1977 and a list of 20 major
importers; and

(iv) if gold jewellery is imported to Sri Lanka,
the main suppliers of such jewellery?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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accordingly, the subject Minister who
visited the area along with the relevant
officials instructed them to provide those
residents with an extent of 200 acres of high
land out of the aforesaid land as early as
possible?

Will he inform this House whether immediate
steps would be taken as per the decision stated in
(b)(ii) above to provide lands to the aforesaid
people as they have not been provided with any
land to reside in to date?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Management:

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

(@) Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

due to the acquisition of lands for the
construction of Yan Oya Project, 07
ancestral tanks, houses and paddy fields
were submerged in the reservoir and the
residents of the area have lost their homes
and have been left destitute; and

that, despite objections by the residents of
the area, arrangements are being made by
authorities to distribute among those
residents the lands in a thick forest in
Kajuwatta area which is not suitable for
living?

() Wil he admit that -

)

the aforesaid residents had requested that,
out of the area of 600 acres that has not
been submerged in the reservoir close to
Malporuwa village and bordered by the
south canal, an extent of 200 acres be
provided to them; and
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the basic requirements to be fulfilled as
per the Forest Conservation Ordinance for
the declaration of a particular forest land
as a forest reserve through a gazette
notification;
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(i) the number of forest reserves declared
hitherto under the Forest Conservation
Ordinance; and

(iii) whether the date on which each forest
reserve was declared, the extent of land of
each reserve thus declared and details of the
relevant maps?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western
Development:

Will he inform this House-

(@)

()

(i)
(i)

(iv)

the development programmes planned for
Dehiwala Divisional Secretary's Division
starting from the year 2017 to next 3

years, under the Megapolis Plan which is
implemented by the Ministry of Megapolis
and Western Development;

the programmes, if any has already been
started;

the exact dates from which the scheduled
programmes will be commenced ;

whether State and private investments are
made in this regard; and

if so, separately, the aforesaid investments?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the allocations made for the scheduled

programmes or for the programmes that
have already been started,

(i) the amount of money that has already been
spent;

(i) whether loans will be obtained in this
regard,

(iv) if so, the institutions from which the loans

will be obtained and the amounts of the
loans; and

(v) ifnot, the amount of money allocated by the
Government ?

(c)  Ifnot, why?
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QeuelulPeousn&s Coewanwrer BlHwsems
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QeusfluiReusn& |G S BT Ji3E))
Caevail i’ g Gliler, smHEseT LweTL(Hd
sUul L QaFevalerd SO HET  WTeM6U
STEITLIENSU| LD

QeueluiPeusn@ LweTUBGSLUILL L efleToLy
WHUT  BlmieueTmissT  OHMID  speubleur
Bl MI6UESTSH%1 5@ LD eupBISLILIL L STGLI
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i @& FeousE oPlelliumyr?
(@) @Cmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Will he inform this House, the date on which the
advertisements of Ministry of Finance on tax
payments which were publicized on printed and
electronic media in September 2016, started
appearing on media?

Will he also inform this House in respect of
aforesaid advertisement -

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

the date that the appearance of aforesaid
advertisement was stopped;

separately, the amount of money paid to
each media institution in order to publicize
and the total amount;

the basis adopted in sharing the money
allocated for publicizing among media
institutions;

separately, the State institutions that
provided funds for publicizing and the
contribution made by each institution;

if the Ministry of Finance spent on
publicizing, the expenditure head that were
used;

the advertising agencies employed to
publicize and separately, the commissions
and fees offered; and

the basis on which aforesaid advertising
agencies were selected?

Ifnot, why?
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17 e FM 701,820.00
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19 Tamil FM 249,262.50
20 TNL Radio 645,150.00
21 Red FM 749,061.00
22 Rhythm FM 527,850.00
23 E FM & Ran FM 562,710.00
24 Sirasa FM 1,178,640.00
25 Shakthi FM 736,650.00
26 Irudina 255,150.00
27 Sunday Apple 565,360.00
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(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuTs6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(reTyl@ LBV & 6wTeuTSe)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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aflssrrsney Lom Gl SVIGHND FLoi LIflGss 51 L eweruil_ i 1 g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O WDDBNRWROB, Coesrs DD 83:DEND OIS0
e0xedrY ©® OO yId»Hwd BEnG, &® wewr ©wwem
MICHS 9C 0 BIDo.

I Oz Em@ 988 K880 Hewlw »o» &
aflssrreney LM DI HVIGHND FLoi LG5 1L L eneruil_ i L g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I ask for two weeks' time to answer that Question.

G Oz EnmE 9&8en K80 Hewle mom &
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Question ordered to stand down.
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SEA EROSION OF UDAPPUWA COAST: PREVENTIVE
MEASURES
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Ashoka Priyantha)
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(=) @)stTGmsL syetr?

asked the Minister
Resources Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

of Fisheries and Aquatic

(i) whether he is aware that coastal belt of the
Udappuwa area has been subjected to
severe sea erosion;

(i)  if'so, the number of fishing families affected
by the sea erosion; and

(i) the measures to be adopted by the Ministry
to protect the said coastal belt from sea
erosion?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Question ordered to stand down.
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PROTECTION OF POULTRY FARMERS: STEPS TAKEN
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behlaf of the Hon.
Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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asked the Minister of Rural Economic Affairs:
(@) Willhe inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware of the fact that a new
method called the “battery cage” is adopted
to rear chickens by some farm owners who
engage in the poultry industry at present;

(i) whether he admits that chickens are
subjected to severe cruelty under this
method;

(i) whether steps will be taken to ban the
aforementioned method;

(iv) since using the aforementioned method
results in an excessive supply of eggs to the
market, whether he admits that there is a
risk of a price drop in eggs; and
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(v) if so, the steps that will be taken by the
Ministry to protect local egg producers and
uplift their living conditions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen - Deputy Minister of
Rural Economic Affairs)
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Parliament)

Hon. Minister is not here. I will inform the Hon.
Minister.
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Hon. Minister should be here.
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I spoke to him just now. He will reply tomorrow.
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Hon. Minister Wijayamuni Zoysa can give an
explanation because he is a Member of Parliament from
that area.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

He can do so if he wants to, but the Hon. Minister will
be there tomorrow.
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If you want him to, [ have no objection.
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o0 CBEOS BBy FE vwmo
(oressryfl@ svgagiosit &liflsTsbev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That November 17th Friday, 18th Saturday, 20th Monday, 21st
Tuesday, 22nd Wednesday, 23rd Thursday, 24th Friday, 25th
Saturday, 27th Monday, 28th Tuesday, 29th Wednesday, 30th
Thursday, 2017 and December 04th Monday, 05th Tuesday, 06th
Wednesday, 07th Thursday, 08th Friday and 09th Saturday, 2017 be
allotted days for consideration of the “Appropriation Bill (2018)”.

G S@ez 8y, et wd®@» S,
aflsorr (Bl LI (B) STmmYS CMsmeTemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

I

@0 eBEO BB3ade Dwmo
(oressryfl@ svgagLosst &liflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir,  move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 70(2) of
the Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on allotted days
for consideration of the “Appropriation Bill (2018)” from November
17th Friday, 2017 to December 08th Friday, 2017 shall be 9.30 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.:

Provided that, at 7.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) and (6) of the
Parliament shall operate."

s 5@z Y, esen 8®@» Sas.
aflsarr Gl LI (5) Tmmys s merariiLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 70(2)
of the Parliament, the hours of sitting of Parliament on Saturday
09th December, 2017 allotted for consideration of the
“Appropriation Bill (2018)” shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and
1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. At 5.00 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [09th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera.]

Question again proposed.

[23.%00. 10.10]
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The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you can look into that.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Nirmalanathan, you can take the
time allotted to you to explainit.  ®©J; G5 @B W
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

9B, eew® €BnB&8. Next is the Hon. Mavai S.
Senathirajah. Before that, the Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Economic Centre - REC - in the Northern and Eastern Provinces”
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I quote the letter which states,

“Such interventions will help socially-integrated ex-
combatants, refugee returnees, displaced communities, war
widows, and war-affected disabled to economically engage in
the economic activity as a healing and trauma recovery process
and thereby ensure non-recurrence of such events in the future
while ensuring a violence free society.”
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It further states, I quote:

“The above project proposals (a to f) have been in principle
agreed by the Hon. Prime Minister at the meetings held in
Northern Province. Also, the Parliamentary Sectoral
Oversight Committee under the Chairmanship of Hon. Mavai
S. Senathirajah, Member of Parliament and the Members of
Parliament have endorsed these proposals.”

Sir, I table* this letter to be included in Hansard.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have only four more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

[11.44a.m.]

@G 6YS HRO Vwm (DS BHERH® o YR OB
3@ @)

(wrepryflg meylt anFid - Bars Sl whHmd B
QULPBIFHED HHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, this maiden
Budget of our debonair Minister of Finance, Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera, shows his ability to integrate
designer credentials by calling it the ‘“Blue-Green
Budget” and giving it the title “Enterprise Sri Lanka.”
The innovative thinking that went behind the
conceptualization is typical of our Minister, Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera. Under the “Green economy”
concept, he is focusing on climate resilience including
waste disposal restrictions on factories and hotels. Then,
under “Blue economy” he is also talking about tapping
the unexplored ocean resources, improving the
sustainable fishery ventures, coastline protection,
prevention of pollution and degradation of water
resources. All of this shows some continuity with the
Government’s "Vision- 2025", and we are indeed quite
pleased that there is some very clear policy consistency in
these proposals.

The current macroeconomic climate is, of course,
clouded by indications of retarded growth and decline in
export earnings and Foreign Direct Investments. To
compound these matters further, inadequate foreign-
exchange reserve cover too was an issue that the Hon.
Minister had to tackle. Apart from these challenges,
climate related disasters compounded the structural
weaknesses that the country was facing.

Debt servicing requirements between 2019 to 2022 is
in the region of almost US Dollars 15 billion. Therefore,
this Budget had to be prepared in the background of such
challenges and he had to focus on two important areas;
one is to stabilize the macroeconomic fundamentals and
the other is to stimulate growth. The clarity of linking
these issues with the policy proposals has taken the usual
monotony that we hear from the Finance Minister,
particularly, the absence of populist and ad hoc proposals
is a matter of encouragement.

In the meantime, a tax on financial transactions by the
banks, sugar tax on sweetened beverages, cellular tower
levy, SMS messages advertisement levy and carbon tax
on motor vehicles are all innovative new taxes aimed at
improving the environment and health conditions of the
people while earning revenue makes this designer Budget
somewhat lean and mean.

Rationalizing the tax system had been replete with all
types of exemptions complicating the tax effort in the
past.
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Now, this Government in deciding to minimize
exemptions, tax holidays and special rates have taken
some important steps to introduce a fair and effective tax
administration in keeping with “Vision 2025”. While
improving the tax base, I must say from a critic’s point of
view, it is somewhat questionable as to how far the
Government’s objective of shifting tax dependency
towards direct taxation could be achieved. Whether the
type of targets like indirect to direct tax ratio of 20:80 to
60:40 could be achieved with the proposal is something
that we have to observe very carefully. Let us also not
forget our own disagreement within the Unity
Government forced us to revise the upward revision of
VAT during the last year, which has to be repealed and re
-implemented. Let us hope that we will not repeat such
things if we are to avoid fiscal targets being under
achieved.

A very significant amount of focus have been given in
this Budget towards attracting Foreign Direct Investments
which is of non-debt based type. We seem to be correctly
moving away from para-tariff structures mainly
introduced to fund the military effort during the war and
unfortunately which was continued to buttress the need to
continue the protectionist economic vision of the previous
administration.

®S Bewdsns 02 es0rsB o

(wressryll@ Gudselst Lrdls sallFmeri ojauissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, you have five more minutes.

@S 693 HBRO SWwmo

(wrehrLflg meyLs andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

We must now concede that this eroded our economic
competitiveness over the last few decades. It is time that
we encourage our businesses to successfully integrate
with global value changes. Removal of 1200 para-tariffs
on import items that do not carry customs duties; removal
of CESS from 253 items to stimulate emerging ventures
like tourism and value added industries are all welcome
measures.

Then, we also heard the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe
talking about capitalizing Sri Lanka's advantage as a
trading hub. There had been certain proposals relating to
liberalizing the shipping agency business regarding which
I too shared some of my reservations in the Cabinet
yesterday. I hope that the Hon. Minister will address this
issue when he meets those delegations and resolve that
thorny issue which concerns many businesses in the
country. Almost 500 to 600 shipping agency businesses
are to be effected, if that proposal is to be implemented.

Coming back to some of the Proposals in the Budget, I
must refer to a few of these Proposals which relate to my
Ministry.

There is a decision to introduce some Climate
Resilience Programmes particularly in the Kelani basin
which caused many floods in the recent past. The flood
protection wall as well as the impounding reservoirs
proposed, Wee Oya, Nawatha, Holombuwa and
Reucastle to enhance the water retention capacity, is a
very welcome move and almost Rs. 4,900 million, nearly
Rs.5 billion, has been allocated for that project. They are
also looking at similar mechanisms in other perennial
rivers including Kalu, Nilwala and Gin Rivers.

I would add to this a request to also look at the
reservoir in the area called Yatimahana on the Maha Oya
basin which is situated below Mawanella, because we are
already tapping the Maha Oya in almost 18 places in that
river basin. Therefore, this impounding reservoir at
Yatimahana helps the water consumers downstream in
the Maha Oya basin.

I have also been looking at the other Proposals
particularly the groundwater monitoring proposal which
covers eight districts. Installing monitoring equipment in
three identified river basins have been mentioned. Almost
Rs. 1,500 million has been allocated for that. This
includes Malwathu Oya, Kumbukkan Oya and Maduru
Oya. Since Kumbukkan Oya has been mentioned, Heda
Oya which flows through Siyambalanduwa up to Pottuvil
and beyond, is another river that needs to be properly
monitored when it comes to groundwater table issues.
Therefore, I would request the Hon. Minister to include
Heda Oya too if rivers such as Kumbukkan Oya is
included.

Then, there is an important Proposal regarding
pollution levels in the waterways to be reduced. Rupees
750 million has been allocated for that. While welcoming
that, I would also mention that Kelani basin being
targeted is a very, very important proposal and that too is
quite welcome.

Then, there are Proposals that relate to my Ministry
particularly the Greater Kalmunai and Samanthurai
Township Development Masterplan. A very large sum
has been allocated to improve the living conditions of the
people in that area. I thank the Minister for consideration
of that as well as I would like to just point out the need to
look at creating commodity exchange in this country and
we have already proposed three warehouses for storage of
agricultural produce in Polonnaruwa, Ratnapura and
Kilinochchi. But, rather than just creating warehouses, if
commodity exchange is to be setup, that will allow
investments to come to set up warehouses by the private
sector in order to have commodity exchange in the
country, which would bring fair prices for both the
farmers and the consumers.

Thank you very much.

[ap.u. 11.57]

@6 DFRE edimsIe Dvmo

(oressryllg Lsemev GgeurearbgT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Qaxearrey  Gudbsefler  Urdls sallsreri  euisGer!
"usmerwred  ellbseuswer TG  F G55 CuTed"
TP TH WHIQWTY SUOPC suydded BHS B TDS).
YTV, LswaTums) ailpemeausGs wr@h slseh Blenevd@hs
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen - Deputy Minister of

Rural Economic Affairs)
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(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(rewrllg Gusseisr Lrsls sallFreari yeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

@G RBI6 9B E g@JeEm DHmo

(orer Ll s103TT @)boIesTev BT EFerT)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not a point of Order.

@0 8.8, 883 eygdLsexIn dwmo
(oressryfl@ 67.19.. &ev LNCTDWHS)
(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha)
®O® edDs 5O BDed ¥ esT.

Sir, it is not a point of Order. He does not know what
a point of Order is. I never mentioned a name of a
Member. -[Interruption.] You had better sit down. If you
do not know what points of Order are, please go to the
library and go through the Standing Orders. You learn
from that. -[Interruption.] 1 never mentioned a name of a
Member.  -[Interruption.] You do not know  what
Standing Orders are. Please sit down. -[Interruption.] 1
am telling you, please sit down. It is not a point of
Order.
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(The Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not a point of Order. Hon. Minister, you may
continue with your speech.
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BRw0 wewsd mS Bedmr. One of the private sector
organizations called, “Global Entrepreneurship and Strategic
Business Consulting Partnership” analyzing Budget-2018
says, “The core of the Budget-2018 is integration of
Government’s vision 2025 and United Nations 17
Development Goals. We have been discussing for long
about entrepreneurship development as the key factor to
development of the economy. We are happy to see that the
Government has taken bold steps towards empowering start
ups, women entrepreneurship and small and medium scale
business development as a major target in the Budget
reforms.”
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I must state with great satisfaction about the
modernization that has taken place: the Inland Revenue
Act was basically going to be redone; it was expedited
and it is now something of the past; there is the RAMIS
which basically helps get the revenue collection on a very
updated manner; there is the establishment of National
Single Window and the Integrated Treasury Management
Information System. All these are measures taken up to
ensure that the Finance Ministry is at the apex of finance
activities and able to lead the country and show the other
Ministries that it is the apex body.

I think the Finance Minster, Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera has been able to facilitate all these and give
leadership to that area, for which I must congratulate him.
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988w wxim yedxy. The monetary policy and the fiscal
policy must work hand in glove and that is the only way that
you can take the country towards a rapid growth. If you look

at countries like Singapore, Malaysia or Indonesia, which
are at the moment up-and-coming countries in Asia, they
have been able to ensure that financial discipline comes into
fiscal policy and the monetary policy and fiscal policy work
together in government. So, I hope that this will be corrected
very soon and the follies that have been done by the past,
which is being carried on by the same officers in this
administration, should be corrected to go forward. Before,
too long, I am sure it will be highlighted in all the reports
that are coming on many matters. I leave that to the future to
disclose rather than mentioning it now.
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BO168 mIxIm Y. It is in the Annexure, not in the text.
We can correct it. Your request is that it should go to the
Ministry of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement
and Hindu Religious Affairs. We can do that.
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Hon. Minister, what is your point of Order?
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Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 16th November, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.15 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Thursday, 16th November, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 20th October, 2017.
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