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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.

B® 2R8B80 wBIed DIE™D

SETEHSTIIUTOTT Y HLGulesrd 9 MlsHens
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

@O0 QBB

(omessTLyifl@ FUTHTILST B)ouTdsiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& G YhmIhm ©@sDe dmoved elln®
D10eEGed 154(6) D1DEND ywood 2016 G DEsw wewo
8o enmBBBOSwed Dab8m D800 88 988us SS.

o0 RBEOS BBHEE Owm (cwed gdvIsm ®o

®®r8® 3@y ®o e 208E8ed®sIned
8WIBNBHR )

(oressryiflg  evsagwer  &iflstvey - 2 wisvall  wHID
CUBBEHFT M V6T 9| SWLOFF (LD LT TTEHL6TN S Femul
BBDUMBLD)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and

Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)

O ®OIBNEDROB, »E@TH W Ddwd WOEH
3@ 00neds] ©® 2016 Ddsw wewr by HESIBTH
©¢08ned@xIned D88 ibw WD Dmd wwn 2016
D8sw w®wecyo WESTH W Dowd WOWH GOIBBIRSS
D058 8w R Dodmd 9eBe WSS.

OO Dobmn Bwocr ww o B8EAE @-8m g¢deen
IO @890 00D W BE WYRWB OO ewlyrn ®SS.

G EBesz ExY, e es®@» Ses.

aflsorr IBISSLILIL B eTPmyS Gl e 1 g).

Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - State Minister

of Public Enterprise Development)
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Civil Aviation)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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INSTITUTIONS RELATED TO HOTELS IN FOREST RESERVES:
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) the number of private institutions related to
the hotel industry which have been set up in
the forest reserves of Sri Lanka; and

(i) whether permission of the Forest

Department has been obtained in setting up
aforesaid institutions?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the impact of aforesaid
establishments on forest is constantly being
inspected;

(i) if so, in which manner;

(iti)  whether legal action has been taken against
the institutions that caused destruction of
forest, in the process mentioned in aforesaid
(1) and (ii); and

(iv) if so, separately, of aforesaid institutions
and the punishments meted out?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne- Deputy Minister of

Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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Government:

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local

(a) Will he inform this House -

G)

(ii)

(iii)

the extent of land, population and the
number of Grama Niladhari Divisions in
each of the Local Authorities in the Badulla
District;

whether it has been proposed to create new
Local Authorities within the Badulla
District due to the reasons like increase in

land area and population within the Local
Authorities; and

if so, the proposed new Local Authorities
and the Grama Niladhari Divisions that are
covered by those Local Authorities?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Minister of Education:

(a) Ishe aware that -

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

there are no principals in 331 schools in
the Eastern Province; and 252 persons
function as Acting Principals;

requests have been made to absorb the
aforesaid acting principals into Sri Lanka
Principals’ Service;

there are no 1A and B schools in
Poratheevuppaththuwa  division in
Paddiruppu Educational Zone; and

there is a shortage of Maths and Science
teachers in the aforesaid division?
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(b) Will he inform this House-

(i) the steps that have been taken to appoint
principals to the 331 schools mentioned
above;

(ii) the situation of the 252  acting principals;

(iii) whether a 1A and B school can be provided
to the Poratheevuppaththuwa Division; and

(iv) the steps that have been taken to eliminate
the shortage of Maths and Science teachers?

(c) If not, why?
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Gupuy  fleyssr upplw  wHNTEL_TesTm)

Qwinuii g midlesr, AT G Gumng)
QleusuGeumira eT6M6UETEY;
Guprig 9| fleyas6ir Qriurs FlL

BL6UIgGen&a6T GLomGl s TeTar il (HeTareTeur;

GuphLiy S WITSSTHID (P LHew oW TTEH i

IWsewsenw gwiiiliumyT,

mG Ui @)dFenLid@ plalliiumrymr?

(=) @)STCmed, ereir?

asked the
(@ Wil
)

(ii)

(iii)

Minister of Education:
he inform this House -

how many places of archaeological interest
are located in the Ampara District;

in how many places conservation activities
are being undertaken out of the aforesaid
sites;

what amounts were allocated in the years
2015 and 2016 for this purpose, separately;

(iv)

)

(vi)

(vii)
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what places of archaeological interest were
destroyed by the LTTE terrorists;

if an assessment of such destructions has
been undertaken, what the estimated value
is in respect of each site separately.

whether legal measures have been taken in
respect of these destructions; and

whether he will submit a comprehensive
report on all above?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®G ¢BR 86od Bwdw® wmo

(oreiryfl@ Osalev allrmsd srifwsugh)

(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)
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DHOB0.

* esere@ews @» 32 ¢ 8E»0:
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* Answer tabled:
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(iD)

(ii)

@)

™

(vi)

(vii)

(g0)

3000 SFBme e ©® O TO WYD @B YyoBes
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DA,
958 2eBe m@, BEBBw6 coo@ e g8 BBBw
[SloTI%

2015 D0 eewo 61.13,054,842.00 (68w@ dFemdd
Bedeue smanndcns 08w voBdecma.)

2016 836 esewo -6 15,811,709.00 (5:8eE dFemdd
e5e8g0 e dome i wrie DLE.)
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80 o, S0 8GISS pedmalst B8 8¢ me PO
02590 BBOO HO® gD B8 eV .

D080 & @200
g e2Ned.
@HE @2Ned.

e @2Ned.

OO DIBNBHD S

(oreiryfl@ FUTHTILET H)euTdsiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@dm aom 6 -1784/'17- (1), ©c; ©8.80.00. wE®xy

®®mn.

@G 98 RS Swmo

(oreryll@ Yyssls LgresT)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO ®ONEDROB, ©0.00.98. BE® OEn®o
DN & O® yadme gwmo.

OO DBBID WS IBED VD0

(orairyll@ swhs &menTTSevds)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO DOIBNGHROA, eBWCen ¢ 118ROw6 eOMEDLT
00 yAE» O BT 8® wewr B e »E 9 83mo.

g O Enm 9E8en’ BERO Bewlw mom .
ailsyriremsy Lom Gl SITEBID FLOT LI GG H1 1 _eemull 17 111" 1 %.
Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena on behalf of the Hon.

Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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9jeui @)dgenLiufled ymlaliiimryr?

()  @)eTCme, eredr?

asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of locomotives in running
conditions out of those that belong to the
Department of Sri Lanka Railways; and

(ii) the types of those engines?

(b)  Will he admit that -

(1) locomotives of M2 and M4 types have been
utilized in many countries of the world for a
long period of time;

(ii) steps are being taken to remove from use 27
locomotives of the aforesaid types; and

(iii) that the  Mechanical  Engineering
Department in Ratmalana has been
instructed to stop importation of spare parts
for those engines?

(c)  Will he also inform this House -
(i) the objective of condemning and destroying
the aforesaid locomotives that can be
utilized for many more years;

(i) whether he is aware that, out of the 09
locomotives of M9 type that were imported
from France despite protests from the staff
of the Railways Department, only 03 can be
used at present; and

(iii)) whether steps will be taken to stop
removing from use the locomotives of M2
and M4 types?

(d) Ifnot, why?



1073 2017 @2%0®28 16 1074

@0 geads gedBow Bum (Yo ¥ 85F @dxd

oD Bewdds ¢g@imsn®o)

(wresryflg 98Frs HCufnis - Curds@Gaurds wHHID

Aallsv allwrars Ceansussr Lrs) oysnw&air)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Civil Aviation)
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e @)daenLiuflsd Coaid ymlafliiuimyr?
(@) @STCmed, ereir?

asked

the Minister
Development:

of Megapolis and Western

(a)  Will he inform this House -

G)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

the development programmes intended for
Rathmalana Divisional Secretary's Division
starting  from year 2017  to next three
years, under the Megapolis plan which is
implemented by the Ministry of
Megapolis and Western Development;

the programmes, if any has already been
commenced;
the exact dates from  which the
scheduled programmes will be
commenced;

whether State and private investments are
made in this regard; and

if so, separately, the aforesaid investments?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

G)

(ii)

the allocations made for the scheduled
programmes or for the programmes that
have already been started;

the amount of money  that has

been spent;

already
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whether loans will be obtained in this
regard;

the institutions from which the loans will
be obtained and the amounts of the loans;
and

if not, the amount of money allocated by
the Government?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of
Megapolis and Western Development)
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(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka on behalf of
the Hon. Kanaka Herath)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

(a)

(b)

(iii)

(iv)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the acreage of paddy cultivation in the

districts of Kegalle, Ratnapura, Kalutara,
Galle, Matara and Hambantota in this Yala
Season;

(ii) the acreage of paddy cultivation destroyed

in those districts due to inclement weather
conditions that occurred with the South
West monsoon becoming active, separately;

whether action will be taken to pay
compensation to farmers rendered helpless
as a result of their paddy cultivations
getting damaged; and

if so, on which date?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House as at 09.01.2015 and as
at 30. 06.2017 -

(i) the number of Army camps established in
Jaffna District;

(ii) the number of officers and soldiers who
were attached to those camps; and

(iii) the name of each camp, the name of the
Divisional Secretary's Division in which
the camps have been established, the
officers and the soldiers attached to those
camps separately?

(b)  Will he state this House from  09. 01.2015 to 30.
06. 2017 in the Jaffna District -

(i) the number of Army camps that have been
removed; and

(ii) the number of officers and soldiers who
have been removed from  those Army
camps?

(c) Will he also inform this House whether he admits
that the removal of Army camps and the officers
and the soldiers who are serving in those camps in
Jaffna District has a negative impact on the
national security?

(d) If not, why?
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the Minister of Higher Education and

Highways:

(a)

(b)

(©)

Is he aware that -

(i) the study centre of the Open University of
Sri Lanka commenced in Mannar District in
March, 2016 has been functioning in a
temporary building up to now;

(i) even though a land has been allocated for
the construction of a permanent building,
construction has not been commenced up
to now;

(iii) a written request has been made by me on

20.06.2017 to allocate provisions to

commence the construction; and

(iv)  there is no permanent building for Mannar

District alone while there are permanent

buildings for the regional centres/study

centres of the Open University of Sri Lanka
in the four Districts of Vavuniya,

Mullaitivu, Jaffna and Kilinochchi in the

Northern Province?

Will he inform this House whether steps will be
taken in future to allocate provisions from your
Ministry for the construction of a permanent
building for the study centre of the Open
University of Sri Lanka which currently functions
in a temporary building in Mannar District?

If not, why?
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asked the

Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether provisions have been made for the
construction of new buildings in schools
within the Minuwangoda Educational
Division in the year 2017;

if so, for which school plans have been
made for the construction of new buildings
and what amounts have been allocated in
respect of each such school separately;

(iii)

(iv)

1086

whether there are partially-completed
buildings in the schools of Minuwangoda
Educational Division; and

if so, whether he will give a description of
those schools and the buildings?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

Q)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

$%)

whether plans have been made to establish
a new school named Minu/Meth Vijaya
Model School within the Minuwangoda
Educational Division;

if so, how much has been allocated for the
purpose;
whether that allocation is adequate to

construct a school which will conduct
classes from Grade 6 to Grade 13;

within what length of time the construction
work of the proposed school is expected to
be completed; and

the manner in which the provisions are
expected to be allocated for this purpose?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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(i)  oFQerss1556HEE BL_bBSI

STEITLIENSUJID ;
Sjauir @GlFFemud@ Syflaliiumyr?
(W)  @)etTGmed, eyedr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs ,-

(a) Is he aware that -

(i) a volunteer organization named Tamil
Rehabilitation Organization had been
functioning in the Northern and Eastern
areas until year 2006;

(i) the activities of that organization were
banned in Sri Lanka after 2006; and

(iii) when this organization was banned in Sri
Lanka, the banks in Sri Lanka suspended
crores of rupees that belonged to this
organization?
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(b) Will inform this House -

(i) the period of time during which Tamil
Rehabilitation Organization was
functioning in Sri Lanka as an approved
volunteer organization;

(ii) the names of the banks in which this
organization had operate accounts in Sri
Lanka ; and

(iii)  separately of the amount of money that had
been deposited in each of those banks?

(c) Wil he also inform this House -

(i) the date on which this volunteer
organization was banned in Sri Lanka;

(ii) the value of the movable, immovable, and
liquid assets that belonged to this
organization at the time it was banned; and

(iii)  as to what happened to such assets?

(d) If not, why?

B35 OBBID WO IB R D0
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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06 01057 onemE Dre@d 3,125,775.19
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(The Hon. Speaker)

g@s gow 15-2233/'17 - (1), 96 8.8. Sozv Dwmw.

® 8. 3. DOED. BORDCS Lewrnwm dvmo

(orairyfl@ we.f._illsty. alvevaly Serpruss)

(The Hon. D.T.W. Wimalaweera Dissanayaka)

OO DONE®ROB, oo 8.8. Dwvvw OEH®s
@Dned=T & O® yadme gwmo.

OO OBBID WO IR ED v

(omesryLll@ SWwhHs &MHewTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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g @z EnwE 9E8es BEOO Bewlw wom G&.
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Question ordered to stand down.

es8ed®EWO e ® e®sT gy yd»w
Hevt] 9MaildhHsL cLpsv allesTm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

DCOS yed 8¢ emedn BA Becdd 06
DOGD

auL_gr & sLpugliilev GumelsrereariiLi(h b
FL L allGrrg &L_HEmTLHlevssiT
ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITIES IN VADAMARACHCHI SEA

©G IR edDimsIco Swmo
(oreiryflg Lasme CseuraThgT)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Qaseryey  Furprwsr  euisGer,  WTLPLILITERTSSl6sT
e wrr A ugg sLpurinile Qaribgn L elGrrs
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flo ugdlsaliev gL asrremiors GolodllL A
ETVSID S BniSsiL@alern F L allGrrgwmer
sLHOpTled YupAsdr, Ulsrert Waw@bn o ribLilss

u@dleTn pPleovemwsst EreRTUUbBMSTY, GubLig
swLeow Cugnud @nésors B ywepLUBSS
TOESILL &8nlg Il FL QG SDSEET 6TeH6 T

Qaxerrey  surprwst  YeuisGer, erergy  Gumuig

CaerallsenssrTar LFldsmear GEarreal HMIFFT VG
FOUBSULL L 6UTSH6T &(heurisGareTt eTgliLimidalerGmesr.

o0 VL BEHEE Dwmo
(womsssrLyiflg svgFagiost HiflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

The Hon. Minister will reply tomorrow.

@O0 QBB
(omsssTLyflg FUTHTILST B)ouTdsiT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

He will reply tomorrow.

©0 IR edDimsI Swmo
(resstyflg Ldere Cgourssthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Thank you.
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FEWLIG6T LOHMILD 2 _6iTeehymL 4
9| WLFFTITGI Fn DM
PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES CLOSE TO
PALIARU: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF

PROVINCIAL COUNCILS AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

@S 088 Gedmazso Bwmo (8 B3wo W BEIT BIRD

3@ ®)

(oreiryfl@ ewUFT WEVSUT - LOTHTET FEHLGET LOHMID

2 _sieen T & oysmFFi)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Hon. Speaker, with regard to the Question under
Standing Order No.23(2) asked by Hon. Douglas
Devananda on 20th June, 2017, I like to inform that the
Answer will be given as per the report of the Chief
Secretary of the Northern Province.

The Pali Aru starts from Puliyankulam and flows in a
north-westly course across Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, and
Mannar Districts and reaches the Palk Bay. The river
collects the spilling water from minor tanks and feed the
Vavunikulam major tank in Mullaitivu and thereafter
reaches the sea. The river section from Moonrumurippu
to Kalvilan area comes under Mullaitivu District’s
purview.

After resettlement in 2010, small encroachments were
found on both banks of the river downstream of
Vavunikulam tank which is coming under Barathinagar
of Mallavi arca and these encroachments were
immediately stopped by the Office of the Irrigation
Engineer, Vavunikulam Division.

After that, during the regular field inspection on 9™
May, 2017 some encroachments have been identified by
the officers of Irrigation Engineer's Office. 1 table*
Schedule I and picture 01 and 02  show illegal
encroachments of river banks.

Since there is no proper land marking for the
reservation, it is difficult for the Irrigation Engineer's
Office to stop these kinds of illegal activities.
Reservations have not been properly maintained by the
Department during the prolonged war situation.

Anyhow according to the Central Irrigation
Department’s circular No. 08/2014 (Assets Management)

* gefmmeed mds ¢o.
¥ BraflsmeVigBleD) sweusSELUILIL (PETeTS.
* Placed in the Library.
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Clause 2.5, now the Irrigation Engineer's Office has
temporarily marked the reservation in that illegal land
encroached area and I table * picture 03 and 04 in
Schedule 1.

After making temporary land marks, Irrigation
Engineer's Office has arranged a discussion with the
illegal encroachers through farmers’ organization of the
relevant area to get released the encroached land from
illegal encroachers. The illegal encroachers agreed in
writing to release the encroached lands.

To stop encroachment, it is better to arrange the
reservation marking permanently of the tank and river
according to Survey Department Regulations and Clause
8 of Government land law of 1947, chapter under
“Reservation”.

Since the authority to stop deforestation comes under
the purview of Forest Department they are taking action
on it.

o6 IR oDz Swmo

(wresstyflg Ldere Cgourssthgm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Q&emrey FUTHTIWET euisGer, 6T IcPVLDd SWrileHsL
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LIT6Tir & @hd @
STETLIEN S &

FL_allGrrg

BT DOIBIBHR O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)
Hon. Minister, please pay your attention.

@S ©8esd Gedmoeso Owmo

(oresstyfl@ swusFT wWevgUT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Yes, I will take the necessary steps, Sir.

B0 QBB

(omessTyifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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CRISIS FACED BY SUGAR CANE CULTIVATORS:

STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE
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EWEHETIEIT, SWEBTT &YPSBIEEETT, FhishISGeTT
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eTesrg) QuUIrmiiley spriLienLd&LILBeUSNEG (pedTevTi
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing
on the Order Paper be exempted at this day's Sittings from the
provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the Parliament and the
Motions agreed to by Parliament on 20.10.2017."

G E®esz 8, estr e3O8» Ses.
aflsarr lGlHLI (B) eTDmys GMBmeremLiLi L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [09th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time". - [The Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera.]

Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Mr. Speaker, I want to commence my speech by
congratulating the Finance Minister, the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera who has presented his first Budget at a time
when the country’s economy is in much difficulty. The
Hon. Minister is an old, sincere Friend who has always
been very progressive in his views on many crucial
issues, particularly on the resolution of the National
Question. Various Proposals made by him in this Budget
are aimed at ameliorating the living conditions of
segments of society deeply affected as a result of the
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Conflict, facilitating reconciliation and infusing hope in
the lives of such people and help them towards
resumption of normal life. It could be that much more
needs to be done but, it must be acknowledged that there
is a reasonably good beginning and that while whatever
can be done under the current Budget Proposals should be
implemented by the relevant ministries as early as
possible. Much more, in fact very much more, needs to be
done to which also attention must be paid as we go along.

A country’s economy is dependent on a number of
factors. Our country and our people have been endowed
by nature with many advantages. We are strategically
located in the Indian Ocean Region. We can exploit our
location to our economic advantage; we have vast
opportunities in this area to which we need to pay much
attention. To achieve all this, our economy needs to be
healthy domestically.

We inherited a healthy economy when we achieved
Independence. We were envied by other countries. We
have frittered away those advantages. If a country is
plagued with diseases which we bring upon ourselves, a
country’s economy cannot be healthy. We all know the
diseases that have afflicted our country : lack of unity,
disharmony caused by inequality, injustice, discrimination
and exclusion have been our main ailments. Legitimate
political aspirations and demands for equality, inclusion,
democratic empowerment were met with violence against
unarmed civilians. Political commitments were not
honoured, the rule of law was not enforced and these
harmful developments resulted in counter violence and
eventually an armed conflict of unexpected and
unprecedented proportions which lasted several decades.
We have spent very heavily on fighting a war that could
have been well avoided if commitments made to
democratic Tamil leaders were honoured and if there was
reasonable political accommodation of legitimate Tamil
aspirations on the indisputable basis that Sri Lanka is a
multilingual, multi-ethnic pluralist society. The
recognition of that reality was paramount for there to be
national harmony and peace.

Expenditure on Defence continues to be our main
commitment, both during the War and even several years
after the War has come to an end. All this has had a very
adverse impact on the Economy. In more recent years we
have become a country in chronic debt. Egocentric
policies and projects have been pursued irrespective of
other considerations. We need massive investment.
Without endangering our country’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, our doors and windows need to be
opened to massive Foreign Direct Investment. Domestic
investment should be encouraged to the maximum. We
need to build a strong export-oriented economy. We have
ample opportunities to achieve this objective.

We have vast nearby markets that we can avail
ourselves of, if we can get our act together. I might
mention, Sir, at this point of time that there seems to be a
view in this country that foreign direct investment and
even local investment is to a large extent being impeded
by some corrupt persons who are demanding
consideration to be able to award such opportunities to

people interested in undertaking such projects. I think, it
will be sad if that is the truth and I think the Government
has a responsibility by the country to ensure that such
corrupt activities do not become a hindrance to
investment that brings about development in the country
and raises the living standards of our people. We appear
to have substantial international support. We should not
linger, we should make decisions early and implement
them. The Government should do what needs to be done.

We need to look after our people who are engaged in
self-employment in every sphere - whether it be
agriculture, fisheries, livestock development, small and
medium scale industries or whatever. They constitute the
bulk of our people. We cannot ignore them. We need to
look after the poorer segments of our society. They need
to be helped. For our efforts to succeed we need harmony,
reconciliation, peace and stability in our country.

We are currently engaged in framing a new
Constitution. Success in framing a new Constitution is a
pre-requisite to successful economic progress. If we are
able to frame a new Constitution and bring about stability,
permanent peace and harmony amongst our people, the
potential for economic development would be immense.
That achievement in itself would receive such favourable
recognition both domestically and internationally so as to
infuse vast economic development and benefits for our
people; the prospects otherwise could be dismal. It is
unfortunate that we are hearing discordant voices in
regard to the framing of a new Constitution and that these
voices are emanating from persons who should know
better. Since this is fundamental to the future of this
country, particularly our economy you will permit me,
Mr. Speaker, to deal with this issue somewhat explicitly. I
do so because I think that the people of this country need
to be educated on all aspects of this issue, both past and
present. This is also fundamental in the interests of this
country.

The position being taken by our former President,
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa both in Parliament and in the
country, promotes disharmony amongst the people of this
country. If he is against power being devolved, he should
frankly say that power should only be exercised from
Colombo as he sought to do under the Eighteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. Such arrangements can
perhaps be more beneficial to individuals in power, but it
is certainly not beneficial to all the people in this country,
who would participate more directly in the exercise of
power, if power is devolved. Mr. Rajapaksa makes out
that there are efforts to divide the country. I say
categorically, Sir, that is absolutely false. The Proposals
clearly state that the country will be undivided and
indivisible. We have consistently, publicly stated this
position. He should not, on a false basis, once again seek
to divide the people of this country. That is not what we
expect from a senior political leader. Such conduct, I
state, is unbecoming of a senior political leader,
particularly when the current President and the Prime
Minister without in any way compromising on the future
of Sri Lanka as an undivided, indivisible country are
endeavouring to unite all the people in this country for the
benefit of the country’s future.
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It will be necessary, Sir, in the course of my speech, to
refer to a few matters pertaining to the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa and what he had to say when he was in power
and when he endeavoured to resolve this problem. He
addressed the inaugural Meeting of the All Party
Representative Committee called the “APRC” and the
Multi-Ethnic Experts Committee on 11th July, 2006. It
will be relevant to see what President Mahinda Rajapaksa
had to say when he addressed that joint meeting of the
Multi-Ethnic Experts Committee and the APRC.

I will read just a few sentences, Sir, to indicate what
his thinking was at that point of time. He said, I quote:

“Our objective must be to develop a just settlement within an
undivided Sri Lanka.”

That is what we are trying to do now. He further said,
I quote:

“People in their own localities must take charge of their destiny
and control their politico-economic environment. Central decision-
making that allocates disproportionate resources has been an issue
for a considerable time. In addition, it is axiomatic that devolution
also needs to address issues relating to identity as well as security
and socio-economic advancement without over-reliance on the
Centre.”

He went on to say, Sir, I quote:

“Any solution must be seen as one that stretches to the
maximum possible devolution -"

He further went on saying, I quote:

“Given the ground situation, given the background to the
conflict, it therefore behoves on particularly the majority community
to be proactive in striving for peace and there must be a
demonstration of a well-stretched hand of accommodation.”

This is what President Mahinda Rajapaksa said, Sir,
when he addressed the APRC and the Multi-Ethnic
Experts Committee. I want to ask him very respectfully
whether currently we are engaged in any process that is in
anyway different. We all are yet concerned about finding
a solution that is reasonable to all the people in this
country within the framework of an undivided and
indivisible Sri Lanka. When Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa
made this speech, nobody said he was dividing the
country. What is being done now is what he wanted to do.

The next matter I want to refer to, Sir, is the Joint
Statement made by President Rajapaksa and the Secretary
-General of the UN. The Secretary-General of the UN
came to Sri Lanka just after the end of the war on the 23™
of May, 2009. The Joint statement reads as follows. It
states, I quote:

“President Rajapaksa and the Secretary-General agreed that
addressing the aspirations and grievances of all communities and
working towards a lasting political solution was fundamental to
ensuring long-term socio-economic development.”

Finding a political solution was fundamental to
ensuring socio-economic development.

It further states, I quote:

“President Rajapaksa expressed his firm resolve to proceed
with the implementation of the 13th Amendment, as well as to
begin a broader dialogue with all parties, including the Tamil
parties in the new circumstances, to further enhance this process
and to bring about lasting peace and development in Sri Lanka.”

He was interested in doing that in the interest of
ensuring further economic development of the country
for the benefit of the people of the country. What is the
difference between what is now being done and what
President Mahinda Rajapaksa endeavoured to do in 2009
when he made the Joint Statement with the Secretary-
General of the UN?

Sir, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa’s brother, Mr. Basil
Rajapaksa, at that point of time, a powerful Minister,
went to India in October, 2008. He had discussions with
the Indian leaders and at the end of those discussions with
the Indian leaders, there was a statement issued.

It states, I quote:

“Both sides discussed the need to move towards a peacefully
negotiated political settlement in the island including the North.
Both sides agreed that terrorism should be countered with resolve.
The Indian side called for implementation of the Thirteenth
Amendment and greater devolution of powers to the provinces. Mr.
Basil Rajapaksa emphasized that the President of Sri Lanka and his
Government were firmly committed to a political process that
would lead to a sustainable solution”.

That is what the all-powerful Basil Rajapaksa said
when he went to India in 2008, before the war came to an
end.

Prof. G.L. Peiris, the then Minister of External
Affairs, went to India, Sir, between 15th and 17th of
May, 2011. Having had discussions with leaders there,
there was a statement made. It states, I quote:

“Both sides agreed that the end of armed conflict in Sri Lanka
created a historic opportunity to address all outstanding issues in a
spirit of understanding and mutual accommodation imbued with
political vision to work towards genuine national reconciliation.

In this context, the External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka
affirmed his Government’s commitment to ensuring expeditious
and concrete progress in the ongoing dialogue between the
Government of Sri Lanka and representatives of Tamil parties.

A devolution package building upon the 13th Amendment
would contribute towards creating the necessary conditions for such
reconciliation.”

This is what Prof. G.L. Peiris, the External Affairs
Minister of Sri Lanka said when he went to India in 2011,
after the war had come to an end.

The Foreign Minister of India was in Sri Lanka from
16th to 19th of January, 2012. He had discussions with
the Government, with the President and with the Prime
Minister. This is what he said, Sir, when he concluded
those discussions with the President and the Prime
Minister. He made this statement in the presence of Prof.
G.L. Peiris, the External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka.
What the Foreign Minister of India said was, I quote:

“The Government of Sri Lanka has on many occasions
conveyed to us its commitment to move towards a political
settlement based upon the full implementation of the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Sri Lankan Constitution and building on it so as
to achieve meaningful devolution of powers.
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We look forward to an expeditious and constructive approach to
the dialogue process. We believe that continuation of the dialogue
between the Government and the TNA would pave the way for a
political settlement including under the rubric of the Parliamentary
Select Committee.”

So, this was the situation that prevailed at that point of
time.

When President Mahinda Rajapaksa was in power,
when President Mahinda Rajapaksa issued a Joint
Statement with the Secretary-General of the UN, when
Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa’s External Affairs Minister went
to India and when the Foreign Minister of India came to
Sri Lanka, there were statements made in the presence of
one another. Maximum devolution, meaningful
devolution of power, is what they wanted to concede.
What is being done now by the present Government
through the process of the Constitutional Assembly and
the Steering Committee and Subcommittees is to do the
same within the framework of a united, undivided
country.

Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa who is now present in this
House, Sir, as President also appointed the Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation Commission comprising of many
distinguished people in this country, from all communities
mostly from the Sinhalese community. What did they
have to say? I am quoting, Sir, from Paragraph 8.222 of
the LLRC Report. They said, I quote:

“All parties should recognize that the real issue of sharing
power and participating in Government is the empowerment of the
people and making the political leaders accountable to the people.
This applies to Sri Lanka as a whole and includes the needs of
citizens of all communities, Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim and others. The
effective functioning of the democratic system which fulfils these
needs, together with a consensual framework of devolution will, by
virtue of attributes and institutions intrinsic to it, also provide the
answer to the grievances of minorities.”

I also want to quote, Sir, Paragraph 8.225 of the LLRC
Report which said, I quote:

“The Commission wishes to underline the critical importance of
making visible progress on the devolution issue, in order to ensure
the success of any process of lasting and sustainable reconciliation.
The Commission therefore recommends that the present opportunity
be utilized to launch in good faith an effort to develop a consensus
on devolution, building on what exists - both, for maximum possible
devolution to the periphery especially at the grass roots level, as
well as power sharing at the centre. This consensus should be one
that will enable peoples’ participation in governance decisions
affecting them and avoid costly and unnecessary duplication of
political, bureaucratic and other institutional structures that hamper
efficient, cost effective and transparent governance.”

These were the recommendations of the LLRC. Why
did you not implement them? You were the President.
You appointed the LLRC comprising of very
distinguished people of this country and why did you not
implement the recommendations of the LLRC? In fact, if
you had recommended the implementation of the LLRC,
all that happened in Geneva and the UN Human Rights
Council, would not have taken place. It was your failure
to implement the recommendations of the LLRC that
resulted in the Geneva process being started.

LLRC went on to make some other relevant
observations, Sir, which I think, I should refer to and
place on record. I refer to Paragraph 8.303 of the LLRC

Report and this is what it said. I quote:

“The process of reconciliation requires a full acknowledgement
of the tragedy of the conflict and a collective act of contrition by the
political leaders and civil society, of both Sinhala and Tamil
communities. The conflict could have been avoided had the
southern political leaders of the two main political parties acted in
the national interest and forged a consensus between them to offer
an acceptable solution to the Tamil people.”

The LLRC pointed out that the reasons for the
continuance of the conflict was the inability of the
Southern leaders to come to a consensus in regard to a
political settlement relating to the Tamil people. LLRC
went on to blame the Tamil political leadership too. I will
not refer to that. It is not relevant in this context. But they
also attacked and blamed Tamil political leadership for
not having quite cooperated in the matter of evolving a
political solution. But the fact of the matter was that they
pointed out that the main reason for the non-evolution of
a political settlement was the lack of capacity on the part
of the two main political parties to arrive at a reasonable
consensus.

Eventually, Sir, I refer to paragraph 8.306 where the
Commission wanted its recommendations implemented. I
quote:

"The Commission strongly feels that if these recommendations
are not expeditiously implemented, the all-important effort towards
reconciliation and lasting peace may not be achieved and the
country will continue to face an uncertain future."

That is what the Commission said that if you do not
implement the recommendations, the country will face an
uncertain  future. Why were the Commission’s
recommendations not implemented? Why did President
Mahinda  Rajapaksa  fail to  implement the
recommendations of the LLRC?

I want to refer to President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
election manifesto when he contested the election in
2015. I quote what he said in the manifesto,

“We have been battered for 36 years by the 1978 Constitution
which was thrust upon our people and country, without an
appropriate debate or discussion. We must also collectively
acknowledge that our Constitution is now further distorted due to
the various amendments over the years, some of which are not
consistent with others. Therefore, instead of amending the
Constitution further with piece-meal changes, 1 will take action
to formulate a new Constitution that reflects the people’s ideas,
aspirations and wishes within a period of one year.”

This is what President Mahinda Rajapaksa said in the
election manifesto that he will frame a new Constitution.
He further said, Sir, I quote,

“I will first submit the Draft Constitution which will consist of
the proposals of these groups,-

He wanted certain groups appointed, experts and so
on.

-for the Parliament’s approval in accordance with the
Constitution. Thereafter, I will present the Draft Constitution to a
referendum seeking the approval of the people.”
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Nobody is now endevouring to do anything else. We
are trying to frame a Constitution with a  Steering
Committee, Subcommittees, experts, public
representations received. The whole matter is being
considered at the Constitutional Assembly where things
have been debated and it must be approved by Parliament
by two-thirds majority and also approved by the people at
a referendum. We do not want anything done behind the
back of the people. So, why is President Mahinda
Rajapaksa opposing what he himself proposed. When he
contested the Presidential Election in 2015, he stated
certain things. Why is he opposing what he himself said at
that point of time?

Then, Sir, there was a Resolution in Parliament on the
09" of March, 2016. There was a Resolution to convert
Parliament into a Constitutional Assembly. The
Constitutional Assembly was to become a committee of
the whole Parliament and we were to commence work on
the framing of a new Constitution. That Resolution had
been circulated amongst the Members of Parliament and
it was adopted in Parliament on the 09" of March, 2016.
I want to ask President Mahinda Rajapaksa, if you were
opposed to framing of a new Constitution, why did you
not come to that Session of Parliament and oppose that
Resolution? Why did you not come and say the country
does not need this? Why are you trying to stir communal
feelings now? Why did you not oppose it at that point of
time?

Now, the Local Authorities Elections are going to be
held and you want to win the elections; you want to defeat
the Government. Okay, that is your political activity;
nobody can complain about that. But, in order to achieve
that, you are trying to stir communal tension in this
country by stating that through this Constitutional
process, an effort is being made to divide the country. If
that was your position, why did you not come to
Parliament when the Resolution was adopted and oppose
that Resolution? You did not do that.

I am sorry, Sir, that this is not the way to get about
resolving the problems of our people. Now, Sir, we have a
situation where there has been a Resolution adopted at the
UN Human Rights Council in October, 2015 and that
Resolution in paragraph no. 16 states, I quote:

“Welcomes the commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to
a political settlement by taking the necessary constitutional
measures, encourages the Government’s efforts to fulfil its
commitments on the devolution of political authority, which is
integral to reconciliation and the full enjoyment of human rights by
all members of its population;..”

This is the Resolution adopted by the UN Human
Rights Council, accepted by this country. Do you want
that Resolution violated? You have given a commitment
to the UN Human Rights Council that you will do certain
things in regard to constitutional making, constitutional
measures to ensure reconciliation and peace in Sri Lanka.
We know that prior to 2015, throughout 2012, 2013 and
2014, our position in the United Nations became worse.
We reached a point of time when this country could

have been subjected to economic sanctions and this
country could have been in dire difficulties. That did not
happen because under the new Government, there was a
new direction. I want to ask you, are we not obliged to
follow the commitment that we have already made to the
UN Human Rights Council.

I want to, Sir, finally quote a statement made by the
"Friday Forum" which is a civic body comprising of
people of all communities - highly educated, highly
respected persons of rectitude, people like Prof. Savithri
Gunasekera and several others - and this is what they say
in a statement they issued recently; the Statement issued
on the 21% of August, 2017.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sampanthan, please continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)
It states, I quote:

“A new constitution has been mandated by the people and law
makers must give it the highest priority. Any attempt to subvert
this process for cheap political gain by those elected by the people,
cannot and must not be tolerated. We urge the Prime Minister and
members of the Steering Committee to ensure that the draft
constitutional proposals are put before the Constitutional Assembly
within the next three months at least, and are also made available to
the public. We also urge all representatives of the people in
Parliament, both in government and the opposition, to consider the
proposals positively and in the best interests of all the people of this
country. We acknowledge that the task of drafting a new
constitution is not an easy one, given the multi-ethnic-religious
constituency of the island nation. It is nonetheless imperative that
the process is followed through to the end, and the voice of the
people, made clear at the last two elections, be heard. ”

Before I conclude, Sir, I want to merely refer to
certain matters which I think, are very important. I am
happy President Mahinda Rajapaksa with whom I have
had a very strong personal relationship over the years is
present and will listen to me. I would appeal you to
cooperate. We need your cooperation. You are a very
senior political leader in this country. You command
much respect amongst the people of this country and we
will want you to be a party to the making of a new
Constitution. I would appeal to you to support this
endeavour.
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President Mahinda Rajapaksa was in power from 2005
to 2015 which is for ten years. He was in the earlier
Government of President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga between 1994 and 2005. So, he was in
power for almost 20 years. There was a Presidential
Election and there was a Parliamentary Election in 2015.
The people of this country did not elect him as the
President; the people of this country did not elect him as
the Prime Minister. Compared to the votes he received in
2010 at the Presidential Election and at the Parliamentary
Election, the votes he received in 2015 diminished
considerably, diminished seriously. The people very
clearly did not want him elected as President or as Prime
Minister. That was the verdict of the people. That must be
respected. People have eclected an SLFP President;
President Maithripala Sirisena. People have elected a
UNP  Prime Minister; Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe. What does that mean? The people want
the two parties to work together for the benefit of this
country. The people’s verdict is the clearest indication
that the people of this country want the two parties to
work together and that is what they are doing. President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, you are a senior Member of the
SLFP. I held your father in high esteem, the late Mr. D.A.
Rajapaksa because he was one man who crossed the floor
of Parliament with Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike when Mr.
Bandaranaike crossed over. There were other senior
leaders like A.P. Jayasuriya and several others in
Parliament but they did not cross over with Mr.
Bandaranaike. But, your father crossed over with Mr.
Bandaranaike. Mr. Bandaranaike did not expect that. Mr.
Banadranaike is supposed to have turned round, seen him
coming and said, “I thought that was my shadow”. For
that reason, from that date onwards, I held your father in
the highest esteem. We would like to hold you also in the
highest esteem. You must support the making of a new
Constitution. I say to you, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, that
is your fundamental duty; you must not fail in that duty.
That is something which this country needs, unless you
want this country to go back into darkness. If you want
this country to emerge into light and move forwards, we
must make a new Constitution for this country which
unites our people, makes us all Sri Lankans, enables us to
live in Sri Lanka, our country, as a united people in an
undivided, indivisible, perpetually indivisible Sri Lanka.
You must do that.

As 1 said before, Sir, if you want to capture power,
capture power in some other way, we have no problem.
But, do not use the Constitution as a means to come to
power. That should not be done. I want to make an appeal
to all SLFP Members. You all belong to a party started by
Mr. Bandaranaike. We have supported your party at
several elections. We have supported your Presidential
candidates. In March, 1960, the Federal Party voted with
the SLFP to bring down the UNP Government. We did
that. When Mr. J.R. Jayewardene contested Mr. Hector
Kobbekaduwa - Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa was the
opponent of Mr. J. R. Jayewardene in the 1982
Presidential Election - the people of Jaffna voted for Mr.
Hector Kobbekaduwa.

©6 O3FDsews
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(An Hon. Member)

The UNP put his vote also in Kadugannawa.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

So, do not think we are against you. Please do not be
against us. I am appealing to the genuine SLFPers, please
support the making of this Constitution. That is your
fundamental duty. That is something you must do in the
interest of this country. Do not let this country down. Join
in the making of the Constitution. All of us must get
together and work for the betterment of this country to
make Sri Lanka a prosperous country, which we all would
very much desire.

I thank you, Sir.

®G; Bewdss mSO150E2D )
(oreiryllg Nrdld FuTBTILGT j6uTssi)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, please.
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“ Fate of over half of 2017 budget promises unknown: think tank
® Highlights serious lapses in country’s budget process

® ‘5] per cent means Rs. 67 billion of unknown information’
- Verité Researcher

®  Only 3% of budget promises on track.....
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"Former UNCTAD Chief urges Lankan policymakers to rebalance
external demand vs. domestic consumption"

This is a very important article for the Finance Minister
to read.

"In what appears to be a strong repudiation of the Sri Lankan
government's economic agenda 'Vision 2025' launched just days
ago, an economist said exports are no longer driving the economic
growth as it used to do and will not solve the deepest socio-
economic problem of rising income inequality. "
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose Hon.
Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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Sir, I propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, I thank you for giving me
this opportunity. This is Hon. Mangala Samaraweera’s

maiden Budget. ¢®® gw Ded Bows wDRmE -
Sustainable Development - @1z m mSEo.

In this Budget, we see the Hon. Minister taking policy
decisions to fix issues that has not been addressed by the
previous governments. Therefore, we see this Budget not
as an election budget - as you know, the next year will be
a year of elections - but we seriously look at this as a
development Budget. Therefore, as back benchers, as
organizers and as Government MPs we are happy that
such a Budget has been brought forward by the Hon.
Minister of Finance.

This Budget aims to develop this country in economic
and social spheres. Critics of this Budget can clearly
criticize and say that it is a step towards liberalization.
But, Sir, we must point out, given the circumstances of
the country’s economy and the debt, this Budget aims to
transform this country economically and socially. The
Budget aims at getting the city as well as the village
developed. Urban development is taking place; village
infrastructure is taking place and self-employment is
taking place.

I must especially thank the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella,
because this year alone, in my electorate, more than 30
kilometres of road development is taking place. I must
also thank the Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka for the
urban development and the Hon. S.B. Dissanayake for
the immense work that has been done in my district and
in my electorate.

Furthermore, Sir, we see a reduction of taxes on small
and mid-sized vehicles. This is actually a dream come
true for the small man of owning a vehicle. Certainly, the
luxury class or the large class cars have gone up in price.
The reduction in taxes for hybrid and electric cars is also
noteworthy.

Sir, I believe a country’s future is children. This
Budget has introduced 6 per cent of the GDP for
education just like last year, especially for the
development works such as “Langama Pasala Hondama
Pasala” programme. But unfortunately, in some
Provincial Councils, they have spent three years’
allocation in one year. Therefore, in some of the schools,
infrastructure development has come to a stop. But,
overall, we must again classify this as a "knowledge-
based, knowledge-building Budget". Development of
agriculture,  irrigation,  transportation,  plantation,
information technology, estate development and housing
have all been addressed in this Budget.

Sir, in terms of developing this country’s economy,
this Budget has also targeted FDI investment into this
country. There are shortfalls, but whatever it is, I think
the Hon. Minister of Finance, given the circumstances,
has done an excellent job. With regard to developing our
natural resources, Rs. 4.7 billion has been allocated for
the development of the fisheries industry. Shipping sector
will also benefit from this Budget with the proposed
liberalization, which is much needed. This Budget is in
line with the Hon. Prime Minister’s thinking that we
should not to allow the next generation of this country to
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bear the burden of these loans that have been taken by the
previous government.

On the flip side, as a Member of the Committee on
Public Finance, I would like to ask the Hon. Minister of
Finance to really enforce the Revenue Administration
Management Information System - RAMIS - which is yet
to be done and also ask the Cabinet and the Government
to help us in setting up of the Parliamentary Budgetary
Office. Sir, the draft of this legislation has already gone to
the Cabinet and we are awaiting the Cabinet approval to
get this Parliamentary Budgetary Office off the ground.

In conclusion, Sir, I would say again, given the
circumstances, the Hon. Minister of Finance and the State
Minister has done an excellent job in preserving this
country’s economy and developing it.
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Hon. State Minister, may I ask you a question?
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Your brother also contests from our side. Is that okay?
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We have the liberty, not like in your family. You are
into Rajapaksa’s family now. You have to ask Mahinda
Rajapaksa what to do. - [Interruption.] But, we do not
have to do that. - [Interruption.] Your daughter is being
given to Mahinda Rajapaksa’s son. He is your age. But,
your counterpart is going to be Mahinda Rajapaksa. Your
daughter is going to get married to - [Interruption.] So,
you have to take permission from Mahinda Rajapaksa or
Namal Rajapaksa. We do not have to take permission
from anybody. Thank you. -[Interruption.] Thank you,
Hon. Lohan Ratwatte. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

I do not want to mention any name, Sir. If the cap
fits, ask him to put it on. It is not my problem.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, when I am saying Lasantha was murdered by
some crowd, somebody gets excited. I do not know why.
I do not know why this person is excited. He is a person
without exam qualifications, without any qualification.
He is excited. And I did not even mention his name. He
is always getting up. When I was speaking about
Lasantha, when I was speaking about Thajudeen, this
person is getting up all the time. I do not know why he is
getting up. And there is no reason for him to get up. So,
Sir, let me tell you this.

@O0 DBNWBWD O
(omessTLyiflg FUTHTWST B)ouTdsiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
Your time is up, Hon. State Minister.
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
D0 8 swE Bedmd evie?

BT DOIBIBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o, o @908, You have to finish your speech at
4.15 p.m.
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(omesst L@ Fefou CFesrdlmias)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Seven times I was disturbed, Sir. So you have to be
fair by me.

OO DOIBIBHD O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RIN®IO B8 BB MEBE D e¢m. You go ahead
and speak. [P0 BE®] 153 ¥In@ed points S Bwsin.
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Harin Fernando - Minister of Telecommunication

and Digital Infrastructure)
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condamen 88wd, on electric vehicles, from last
midnight, the tax reduction which was given to the
importation of brand-new electric vehicles has now been
extended to cover used electric cars of not more than one
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vehicles imported with L/C opened on or before 09th
November, 2017 are allowed to clear at the duty applicable
as at Budget date subject to the L/C being opened in the
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Condominium housing unitsdc VAT ¢s »0m demn’
s 0d»dm® mes. The VAT on sale of condominium
housing units will be liable from O1st April, 2018. However,
sales under a sales agreement entered into on or before the
01st of April, 2018 will not be liable for VAT. & Bwslesy,
2018 ey 0198 ¢ ¢fon agreement gfessy w3 Bedm
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And also the concessionary rate of 30 per cent of the
payable Excise Duty imposed on locally-assembled motor
vehicles will remain as it is. @200 0 & DIwHOEO
Beam dde Bwwd 40 ¢ 018 o BwuEr ®od mDed
Bgemn. & mdeme OO B0 »Omds. 8® Bwwd 30,
e0m e 0208 & 20w O® Bedmo.

Mr. Speaker, when this Government came into power
in January, 2015, Sri Lanka, as you know, was a country

that was desperately in need not only of political reform
but economic reform as well. In fact we inherited an
economy in shambles. I am not going to talk about that in
detail because we have discussed that issue before.

The political crisis that gripped the country was very
clear and apparent to all its citizens when the new
Government of President Maithripala Sirisena came into
office. The inhibition of freedoms, the environment of
fear and repression was felt by everyone. What was more
subtle was the economic crisis that had been brewing for
many years. This economic crisis was neatly masked by
glittery new infrastructure, impressive construction, and
carefully manipulated macroeconomic data. In fact, even
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka started to manipulate its
data according to the whims and fancies of the
Government of the day.

Beneath this was a structural failure of the economic
model of the previous regime. Whilst post-war economic
growth reached attractive statistical heights, this was
driven by unsustainable fundamentals. Growth was
dominated by sectors such as construction, domestic
retail, the financial sector, and domestic transportation.
These were all domestic market oriented sectors. Sri
Lanka was once the most liberal and globally integrated
economy in the region. In fact, in my Budget Speech, I
talked about the golden era of our ancient forefathers
when Sri Lanka was trading with the ancient Roman
Empire with the Pharaohs of Egypt with imperial Rome
and how Sri Lanka excelled when it dealt with the outside
world. However, in recent times especially over the last
decades, these reforms were rolled back and today Sri
Lanka is one of the most protected economies in the
region, creating this inward orientation.

Sri Lanka’s economy was surrounded by a wall of
tariffs and para-tariffs, imposed upon the whims of
narrow protectionist lobby groups that thrived in an anti-
competitive environment.

In fact, some of these protectionist groups I hear are
being active again in order to stop our liberalization
programme. Economic inequality increased as wealth
became concentrated amongst a few business cartels and
corporates close to the regime. During this period, there
was little or no focus on the external economy. In fact,
Mr. Speaker, exports collapsed from 30 per cent of GDP
in the 1990s to around 12 per cent by 2014. Foreign
Direct Investments had come to a standstill and
concentrated in a few sectors such as domestic services
and real estate. The problem was that this construction
and domestic market driven economic growth was
financed primarily by expensive external commercial
borrowings by the then Government. The economy was
accumulating external liabilities in the form of foreign
debt repayments, whilst its foreign earnings were
dwindling all the time. It was like taking a US Dollar loan
to build your house, while your salary was in Rupees.
You would never generate dollars to repay the loan.

In many instances such as Mattala, these foreign debt
funded investments generated zero returns, let alone
Dollar returns. To make matters worse, during this period
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Sri Lanka’s government revenue also collapsed amidst a
plethora of exemptions, tax holidays and irresponsible
fiscal management given again on the whims and fancies
of the President and his sons and his brothers.

When our Government came into power, government
revenue to GDP was around 11 per cent, easily the lowest
in our region and amongst the lowest in the world. Sri
Lanka’s economic structure was characterized by rising
external debt, falling revenue and flat foreign exchange
earnings. It was a matter of time, before this failing
economic model collapsed. In fact, one of the reasons for
President Mahinda Rajapaksa to call an early election was
his belief that he could not continue with the economy
and he wanted to get himself back on to his seat of power
comfortably before all the problems started mounting. It
was in this context that our Government came into power
in 2015. Our first actions were to provide relief to a
public that had been saddled with numerous economic
burdens. We eased prices of a number of products,
relaxed monetary and fiscal conditions and gave respite to
a struggling populace.

Since then, we have gone about stabilizing the
economy. We undertook a series of significant fiscal
reforms; most recently, in September, the Inland Revenue
Act. Revenue has accordingly increased from 11 per cent
of GDP to 14.6 of GDP which is a remarkable
achievement, and we believe with the implementation of
the new Act in April, we would see the tax net widening
and would be able to work towards our objective of
having a 60:40 direct and indirect tax ratio. We are now
on the cusp of a current account surplus in the Budget for
the first time in decades. In fact, the surplus will be for
the first time in 60 years. External reserves have
stabilized after being decimated by the significant
external debt repayments that had to be made to service
the debts of the previous regime. The confidence of
global markets has returned as indicated by the spike in
foreign investments in debt and equity markets this year.

Macroeconomic conditions have now by and large
stabilized and the economy is ready to take off once
again. But, this economic take-off cannot happen in the
same unsustainable manner as soon after the war. We
cannot create artificial demand stimulus, and given the
accumulated debt, there is limited fiscal space to engage
in a public investment drive. The only avenue for
sustainable growth is through private investment and the
external sector. It is in this context, Mr. Speaker, that I set
about the task of presenting this Budget. My task in doing
so was clear. We had to set about developing an economy
where growth is driven by private investment and an
economy which generates foreign inflows through exports
and FDI to finance our emerging external debt
obligations.

This is why it is essential that we go about fast-
tracking liberalization. We identified the key constraints
and bottlenecks to investment, both domestic and foreign.
Prime amongst these constraints include limitations in
access to affordable and productive land, labour and

capital. There are vast tracts of land in the country that
are tied up in completely unproductive use or are in fact,
abandoned. The land legislative reforms that we propose
are with a view to freeing up this unproductive or unused
land for productive use for investment and for enterprise.
This will in no way undermine the land rights of citizens.
Today our farmers are not free to produce the crops that
yield them optimal returns. We will give them the right to
do so within the next year. We want these reforms to
empower our farmers to have the flexibility to produce
the crops that give them the best returns. In doing so, we
will of course be sensitive to issues of food security, the
environment and land rights as I reiterated in the Budget
one week ago.

Today’s labour laws dictate and restrict working
hours of our women and men. They do not reflect modern
working conditions including technological innovations
that enable work from home or remote work. Our labour
laws do not even include most contemporary jobs. So, we
intend to modernize these laws to enable our men and
women to have more choice in their working conditions
and how they work. This will make it easier for
companies to hire people and create jobs. In these labour
market legislative changes, we will, in no way,
undermine the rights of the worker and the dignity of
labour. We will empower our workers with more freedom
and more choice.

Our capital markets have miserably failed our SMEs
and entrepreneurs. Today, a young entrepreneur with an
exciting innovation will struggle to find a financial
institution which will lend him or her money without
asking for an arm and a leg in collateral. The next Google
or Facebook, for example, could easily be developed in
Sri Lanka, but in today’s capital market, it will probably
go unfunded and unnoticed.

This is why we need reform - we need to fix systems
that are not working. The "Enterprise Sri Lanka Credit
Scheme", which we will be introducing from the 0lst of
January, the SME Guarantee Fund and the new
Development Bank, as proposed by the Hon. Prime
Minister, will all work together to mend our
dysfunctional capital markets. That is the kind of reform I
intend to drive in this Budget.

Capital market liberalization does not mean unfettered
opening up of markets. In the past, successive
Governments' role in financial markets has been in
owning and operating numerous banks and financial
institutions. Most of these have failed to provide access to
affordable capital for our SMEs and entrepreneurs.
Therefore, the role of the Government ought to be in
setting the institutions and the rules of the game whilst
regulating the market to ensure competition, fairness and
social equality.

The business of the Government is not in doing
business. This is especially so when the Government’s
legacy in running SOEs is an accumulated debt of nearly
Rs. 1.4 trillion. Sri Lanka must move on from the
shackles of excessive State controls and return to its roots
of vibrant, free enterprise.
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Mr. Speaker, our history is rich with success as a
nation of free enterprise. In fact, a few days ago at a
Budget forum, someone asked me to describe the Budget
in two words and I said, "Our Budget is about free
enterprise." It is about liberalization; it is about
globalization and it is about harnessing the success, which
has eluded our country for so many years. In fact, our
country is rich with success as a nation of free enterprise.
It is only in recent years that we have retreated into an
inward-looking, State-centric economy. Those who have
succeeded in recent times are those who have had access
to power, networks and connection. Wealth has been
concentrated amongst a privileged few. In fact, what we
had for nearly nine years is not an open market system,
but a crony capitalist framework.

Meanwhile, today’s youth await for a government job
or for some form of handout to make ends meet. So,
through this Budget, we aim to change that mindset by
empowering all Sri Lankans to take their future into their
own hands. This, I believe, will be the agenda of
“Enterprise Sri Lanka”. We have allocated significant
amounts of money in upgrading the quality of education,
providing extensive market-oriented skills development
schemes through the "13 Years of Education" programme
and technical and vocational training institutions.

In this Budget, we have recognized those students who
may not get through their Advanced Levels and may not
get access to the limited places in our State universities.
For the first time, a Budget is talking about the group of
young people many Governments have forgotten so far. I
am talking about the nearly 200,000 young people who
come to the doors of the university and are turned back.
In fact, these young people are turned back not because of
their failures, but because the system has failed them and
today, our Government want to extend a helping hand to
this pool of unique talent; each person has a talent which
needs to be empowered. This number of over 250,000
students per year is left with limited options due to no
fault of their own, but due to the failings of our education
system. The extensive reforms proposed in this Budget
will equip our talented youth with skills and capabilities
to thrive under “Enterprise Sri Lanka”. It is these youth
who will, one day, form the tech-based startups and the
innovative agribusiness ventures, which will drive the
investment Sri Lanka certainly needs.

Sir, I am certain that this next generation of Sri
Lankan entrepreneurs will not be clamouring for
protection and insulation from competition like their
fathers and uncles do now. They will be equipped with
skills, access to knowledge and technology, and will most
importantly have the self-belief and confidence to take on
the world and win. The environment of a healthy, fair
competition will bring out the best in us; it will drive
innovation and development. Through this Budget, we
want to create the platform to empower Sri Lankan
business to enter global value chains and compete in
global markets. Towards this end, we have proposed
significant investments in encouraging the export sector.
More than 20 per cent of our exports are agricultural
exports and the Budget provides significant support to
this sector. We need to empower our farmers to move
beyond our limited domestic market and venture into

global value chains. Funds are allocated to develop tea,
rubber, coconut, vegetables and fruits and we have laid a
special emphasis on the fishing industry this time,
especially with our "Blue Economy" programme.
Allocations are also set aside to support research and
development in the agricultural sector along with tariff
removals for imports of high-tech agri-equipment to
enable more value-added agri-exports.

In spite of the numerous measures proposed, Sir, to
enhance their exports, these are unlikely to yield results
unless we address the structural problems in Sri Lanka’s
economy. After the economic liberalization of 1977 and
the second generation reforms in the early 1990s,
successive Governments have systematically rolled back
these reforms.

We have become one of the most protectionist
economies in the region with an array of tariffs and para-
tariffs. In addition to driving up the cost of living and the
cost of doing business, these tariffs have resulted in
creating an anti-export bias and diverting economic
resources to the non-tradable sector. It is no wonder that
our exports have collapsed in the last 20 years.

It is in this context that we have embarked on a
systematic trade liberalization agenda in this Budget. As
we announced last week, we are removing immediately
1,200 para-tariffs as a starting point. This is a major
reform and we intend to conclude it within the next three
years. However, rest assured that these reforms are not
being initiated in a vacuum. The Government has
identified a core negative list of products, including
sensitive agricultural and rural industry products, which
will not be subject to the same liberalization programme.
We are bringing in legislation to prevent unfair trading
practices and the robust anti-dumping, countervailing and
safeguard laws are in the final stages of enactment.
Together with strengthened consumer protection laws, Sri
Lanka will have the legislative framework to address any
negative fallout from the trade liberalization efforts.

Sir, it is clear that whilst we go about removing the
fetters to free enterprise, we are conscious of the need to
protect the vulnerable and the disadvantaged. Even in a
free market, it is more important that we have a strong,
social safety net for the poor and the disadvantaged. We
will not provide open-ended protection to entrenched
vested interests at the cost of consumer welfare and
economic dynamism. That is why I am deeply
disappointed to note that some among Sri Lanka’s
established capitalist class are afraid of competition, in
spite of being in business for decades and in some cases,
for over a century. I personally believe that competition
breeds success and excellence and now, Sri Lanka should
really get ready to compete with the rest of the world.
That is why I said in this House a few days ago that Sri
Lanka can no longer be a "nanny State", protecting its
capitalist entrepreneurs. They lack the same self-belief
and confidence of Sri Lanka’s emerging entrepreneurs
who, quite rightly, believe that they can take on the world
and win, especially in their own backyard. Whilst some
among us dwell in a mistaken ideology, quoting Ho Chi
Minh or someone else, these very countries are
embracing reform and modernization. Sir, I thought this
is very useful for our Parliament too.
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®80. I quote Reuters of 10th November, 2017 :

“China should improve the business environment for foreign
investors and further widen access to its services sector, Vice
Premier Wang Yang wrote in the official People’s Daily, ... "
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"...as the country seeks to raise its competitiveness in the global
economy.”

& eod B00BFOB D18 WS 0BIHY A, [P BBO]
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BBO] & emEEy’ qwdr d&h 8Jwu8sl 83ed &
emEeTed aBe wo oo @88wme ddan BBedsT
s0;mB. Yon v e 00 Beed. ©BIedH,
e®en® BOD0. Wang is a member of the Politburo of the
Communist Party. What does he say?

I again quote:

“Wang said China should also bring in more foreign
technology and business expertise, not just foreign capital, while
also stepping up its outbound investment and encouraging firms to
expand globally.

'The domestic and international trends facing (economic)
opening are undergoing deep and complex changes. The
opportunities and challenges are unprecedented, but the
opportunities are greater than the challenges,' Wang wrote."

“..Chinese President Xi Jinping called for 'making new ground

1o

in pursuing opening up on all fronts'"...
0® B ensI® 8Dam oI Bl Beodsiess.

“...and has pledged to allow greater access to China’s markets
for foreign investors.”

e Beodn oewldmwes’d wydaewsy ©¢ddE
38500 BwEo8 BwsTesy.

I quote further:

“China must also protect intellectual property, not require
technology transfer as a condition of gaining market access, and should
treat domestic and foreign firms equally in government procurement and
the country’s “China 2025” plan ...”

w0 Bead»ds, "China 2025" Bocs 18 B8€edex.
28 gdenEE ¢ ofm "Vision 2025" Bwees. ¢z dmven
ws¥esy 2025 D@0e0wns woenS. & DD®sdwnes’ 0@ e®
cBamye Bedmyd Bw eus5I0mdl. O0 RO Om,-
[2000 B8] e@ime, ©© B BOD red IR
BuFeed qud O cI¥Bd ecstm ecw BAYeed By
OO ¢Bnw6 ¢@m® BOR OCBE O WOB; ge Sodd
Qucen hed O WO, OO MO W0 2ewsNwWD
OEROB, VIO Dev® W HBD DReWHI®
RINOBIE  Oree mmbewn @edss  Wom. Y,
RINOBIE D WHOEBIEENO ® @DEID® 0 HonzIes’,
Emn OYIB eudfen acdnws ©0e0 0sizn eCImed
Bedm 60 o@mulc Bum Om. 0 m»H® eFedsesy mw,
Ve RIPOBIE Bws) BB Bowsiesy emewe?

®CL g0 Besaznwzm OWmo
(oresstfl@ SmIT SowTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
OO DNIBNBDHROA,-

OO DAIBNBHD Do

(oreiTyLfl@ FUTBTWLET H)6uiTdssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 O5IE @0, €157 @@m Dogwr @O0,

OO DodE BOSBS Dwmo

(omevoryLll@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

©0 OERE, & Sed »HO Bwmrdr @ Buxin; SDOSE.
DO OB .

B0 g0 8e30250w 2 ONmo

(omesryLll@ SImIT SleWTHTWSHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

gBbwews’ 90D08 Busles’. Ve yamw VRS
@008, ehewd gdELOE g Bedm. god NGED
odfnen Sedds wewlidwoernns Rw yamw gyd. "®d
$D0® G BwdE WO®DE, VD P® e I
B oddvnen Doddd wewicdwr 3y coimde »O8,
"Gi8wor) wunn gud ecim MBE; O wuy gl ewd
0188; qud ged wundxm BEOreme O oxim don."
Bem Om. I 08 HDeD.

OO DodE BOSBS Dwmo

(oreiryfl@ whiser Fwrafy)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

g wond BEdiews 0 mBsems O
emewsie ostes’? asim Ind 00 gusies’. g8d
Bestesy, god wunnd god 0Oxm oy Bwsm Om.
w8, J mFeeme osles emensiy? ©® Busime? g¢
ecimed RN Bws OO 6O e®umunte?

©6 O53FDsews
(omessrLfl@ 2 mitiflerit sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

&0 ©@208wd.

OO odE 8OSBS Dwmo

(omresoryLll@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

O DO ©298wdD @»0edB. ¢B0; ©@8w@D edH®
O 053, 00 RANOBIEIO e WOBTEBT BNW. EDIWeE,
RINOBIE ¢n0 @8wid O & HOIB®® ¢6 wrlesy ByWr.
a5y Byods 19778 a8 ayy o0 ®EE0, BYaos 53
& 00 ©05] gdens Beadmdr. RIROBIEO IO o8
Bedsier’y. & c0BBEED. edBBYEWD BmoB Beasleny.
v BOy tnemn »OB ged SOF 0. VEnSed
BomusImo Bow. & 0O DHcOE IH® Bws) Ve BIwO
wstery. & B8ed edm SO mywi ¢ dmw AT,
Bwd20®w DEBID.

B0 g0 8e30250w 2 ONmo

(omesryLfl@ SImIT SleWTHTWSHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

28 Bostes! o@mEe, WOesy o@mwmmle Do
@¢®8 09 008 ¢ Y@ a@ivmened Dw &8s o
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O o 8OSBS Dwmo

(omresoryLll@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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©CL g0 Besanwzm OWmo

(oresstfl@ SmIT SowTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

RIROTEed HOB Beadm 0O e® ecimed ©0edE,
257 eCIDed® Byw.

®OG Do BOSBS DWwmo

(wressryiflg whisar Fwyafy)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, I was getting bored by this lengthy
speech. So, I thought I should have a little dialogue with
our Friends.

In conclusion, it is clear that the path of economic
liberalization, individual empowerment and enhancement
of economic freedoms is not a question of ideology.

cOsIm e@mB 8 BwsIy Hed. D DRewsI® ¢
008 QW Wi @¢ eBYRLED eI, DI®r&H
ecImen, w8 ociwed, WD ecimwes WO
wrlesy. ¢ emER JOB0 8 LruluBn®ed WSO gn»
2o Golf Club vexs @ »sisy yodsy. gis I» O
¢ ©® ecimoed Bownm BO6. 9Bz, ¢ud Snd o i
O Bw Ded goesend eBImy AW BE Y OHOE gd
DEEOBID 1. a8 Bewe CReOD G VIO 8O
e0m . ¢8 5t ey 890m g0d®w mOsIH A

Given the inherited structural flaws in an economy
dominated by domestic market activity, financed by
external debt, with collapsing Government revenue and
exports; there is no choice but to embark on a path of
economic liberalization to unleash investment,
entrepreneurship and exports which our Government has
done, which we have been doing for two years and in the
coming three years we will be doing it with greater vigour
in order to achieve our objectives.

In this Budget we have proposed a remedy to a failed
economic model. This Budget will empower Sri Lanka’s
SMEs and entrepreneurs; it will inculcate our youth with
knowledge, skills and technology to take on the world and
win. With this Budget we launch "Enterprise Sri Lanka".
I look forward to all of your support, not only later on the
Vote but in the coming months and years as well.

Thank you.

BT DOIBIBHD O
(omessTifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you.

"ens em@es» &Y 0¢d» &0 Bwdw @pe" @ gamas
S&es»n @&

DOwdOE ¢mo ewle" ONFHNO s O oo
2003202 @2 EE5Y g o G&.
‘&1 @pevid B)L6lumapsy B revr_mib pmmUITS

wZ e Lis@ors” sTspyd aflsrr aflGIbaL L g).
@revseflaoriy " CuCermBlnm  ereor  omevrL/E
FLITIBTIISBI YT B6IT Yol Tiser.
Question "That the Bill be now read a Second time" put.

THE HON. SPEAKER, having collected the Voices, declared that
the “Ayes" had it.

©C g0 Bessnwm Owmo
(oreiTyfl@ SmIT Slewrpriudss)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Divide!

©ec® 850 229¢ 8 @DessY §ewad esgg-
LAmlsy10609f] speG %) gpiiiss 1ilevr-
At the conclusion of the division bell -

OO DDIBNBHD S

(oreiryfl@ FUTHTLET HjouTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; OGO WIS BOTed HBHOE Do)
eOYm). ¥53cw 8® @od®y mED 8yd OBRE govymIOS
Beadmds »O, m»Onms g¢n dwdsm. RIROTICed
800 ®YTET ewd YOm0, ¢5Y Bx¥ew 8O gddy» mOBIH.
&5y B¥es 8o® DD,

@O gOeI10dE SrY¢cs E@ §10@w emE L.
(B)55n57LILSSI6D urdClEGILIL) B4 TidLITsdTS).)
(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)

@O0 DDIBNBHD S

(oreirfl@ FUTHTLET H)ouTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO OGO WS »OBTed @wHOE D8
eOEYm. BHO® quvgmy @B 0dm. 8weE ©
OTEROBIE E¥cw ymoa ®mEE? Ex¥cw Ymoa BIOD
eMB § 00 OEnOn 9D »HO, WSS gm
ResdsIB.

©01 B3¢ Swaznwm OEnE, VIR srice Yym®
woesy vede, Duwed?

@G 857 esazrwm Onmo

(omreoryLfl@ Fredlhg SFTHTILGS)
(The Hon. Salinda Dissanayake)
S AL

OO DAIBNBHD Do

(oreiTyLfl@ FUTBTLET S)6uiTdssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B57c yr BBOO evnwB § O o O5IEnOsIE
o 053 ¢? Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, your vote
has not been recorded. How do you want to vote? "Yes" or
"NO"?

OG5 EOB-0® BFEOsT ®wmo
(oreTyLfl@ SmwedBisid &g Tidssr)
(The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan)
Yes.

EoY¢cs Gmaa 5808y eggd-
U6 (HLILAssT LAl63T -
On conclusion of the Voting-

(08 ¢0eIHed sw» wewsy »HO wwr odwed g8 505
0500 gebamw emEes.)

(8ot Cousweorufled, —HLpouaptd — GUILITHET — FLITLOGITL LGB 6Tom
19 23Dm60 Flswyufled Hreovrissii’ L sor.)

(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)
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According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 150:

Noes 57: Abstain 0.

G 001.

G 002

G011

G 020

Hon. Mangala Samaraweera

. Hon. S.B. Dissanayake
G 003.
G 004.
G 005.
G 006.
G 007.
G 009.

Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva
Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera
Hon. John Amaratunga

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella

Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe

Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka

. Hon. Sarath Amunugama
G 012.
G 014.
G 015.
G 0le.
G 018.
G 019.

Hon. Rauff Hakeem

Hon. Risad Badhiuththeen

Hon. Kabirr Hashim

Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Hon. Mano Ganesan

Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa

. Hon. Van. Athuraliye Ratnana Thero
G 021.
G 022.
G 023.
G 024.
G 025.
G 026.
G 027.
G 028.
G 029.
G 030.
G 031.
G 032.
G 033.
G 034.
G 036.
G 037.
G 038.
G 039.
G 040.
G 041.
G 042.
G 043.

Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala
Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha
Hon. Tilak Marapana

Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Hon. Wajira Abeywardana
Hon. S.B. Nawinne

Hon. Sarath Fonseka

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka
Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera
Hon. Navin Dissanayake

Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya
Hon. Duminda Dissanayake
Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa
Hon. P. Harrison

Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Hon. Palany Thigambaram
Hon. Chandrani Bandara

Hon. Thalatha Atukorale

Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam
Hon. D.M. Swaminathan

Hon. Abdul Haleem

Hon. Chandima Weerakkody

G 044.Hon. Sagala Ratnayake

G 045

G 052

G 054

. Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 049.
G 050.
G 051.
. Hon. T.B. Ekanayake
G 053.

Hon. Harin Fernando

Hon. Daya Gamage

Hon. Faiser Musthapha

Hon. A .H.M. Fowzie

Hon. Dilan Perera

Hon. Lakshman Senevwiratne

Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena
Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera

G 055. Hon. Sedu Velsami

G 056.
G 057.
G 058.
. Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene
G 060.
G 061.
G 062.

G 059

Hon. Palitha Range Bandara
Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi
Hon. Niroshan Perera

Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah
Hon. Mohan Lal Grero
Hon. A.D. Premadasa
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.
G 071.
G072
G 073.
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G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 080.
G 081.
G 082.
G 083.
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G 089.
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G 104.
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G 107.
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G 109.
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G111.
G112.
G 113.
G 114.
G 115.
G 116.
0 001.
0 002.
0 003.
0 004.
0O 006.
0 007.
0 008.
0 010.
O011.
0 012.
0 013.
0 015.
0 016.

Hon. Vijayakala Maheswaran
Hon.Sujeewa Senasinghe

Hon. Vasantha Senanayake
Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare
Hon. Sudarshini Fernandopulle
Hon. Eran Wickramaratne
Hon.Sumedha G. Jayasena
Hon.Susantha Punchinilame
Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen

. Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

Hon. Indika Bandaranayake

Hon. Faizal Cassim

Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera
Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage
Dunesh Gankanda

Hon. Anoma Gamage

Hon.Ajith P. Perera

Hon.Ranjan Ramanayake

Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

Hon. Tharanath Basnayake

Hon. HM.M. Harees

Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana
Hon. Nimal Lanza

Hon. Anuradha Jayarathne

Hon. H.R. Sarathie Dushmanth
Hon. Palitha Tewarapperuma
Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara
Hon. Piyasena Gamage

Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe
Hon. Vadivel Suresh

Hon. Edward Gunasekara

Hon. M.S. Thowfeek

Hon. Ananda Kumarasiri

Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala

Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare

Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff

Hon. Sirinal De Mel

Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne
Hon. K.K. Piyadasa

Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne
Hon. A.A. Wijetunga

Hon. Buddhika Pathirana

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake

Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
Hon. Hector Appuhamy

Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara
Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena
Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar

Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage

Hon. Ashoka Priyantha

Hon. Douglas Devananda

Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Anura Dissanayake

Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam
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No

No
Yes

Hon. Dharrmalingam Sithadthan Not voted.

Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah

Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan
Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

Hon. Arumugan Thondaman
Hon. Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena

Hon. Bandula Gunawardane

Hon. Janaka Bandara Tennakoon

Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No
No
No
No
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O 017. Hon. C.B. Ratnayake No O 086. Hon. Ashu Marasinghe Yes
0 019. Hon. Wimal Weerawansa No O 087. Hon. Ishak Rahuman Yes
0 020. Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara No O 088. Hon. Mujibur Rahuman Yes
0O 021. Hon. A. Adaikkalanathan Yes 0O 089. Hon. Sisira Jayakody No
O 022. Hon. Nihal Galappaththi No 0 090. Hon. Malith Jayathilake Yes
O 023. Hon. Sunil Handunnetti No O 091. Hon. Piyal Nishantha De Silva No
O 024. Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran Yes 0O 092. Hon. Sanath Nishantha Perera No
O 025. Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan Yes O 093. Hon. S. Premarathna No
0 027. Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran Yes 0O 094 Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya No
0O 028. Hon. Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran Yes O 095. Hon. Cader Kader Masthan Yes
0 029. Hon. Gamini Lokuge No 0 096. Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga No
0O 030. Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena No 0 097. Hon. Prasanna Ranaweera No
O 031. Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella No 0 098. Hon. Angajan Ramanathan Yes
O 032. Hon. Kumara Welgama No 0 099. Hon. Kanchana Wijesekara No
0O 033. Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma No O 100. Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath No
O 034. Hon. Johnston Fernando No O 101. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna Yes
O 035. Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera No O 102. Hon. Jayampathy Wickramaratne Yes
0O 036. Hon. S.M. Chandrasena No O 103. Hon. Thusitha Wijemanna Yes
O 037. Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage No O 105. Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri Yes
O 038. Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne No O 106. Hon. Hesha Withanage Yes
O 039. Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardana No O 107. Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe Yes
O 041. Hon. Bimal Rathnayake No O 108. Hon. M.H.M. Salman Yes
O 042. Hon. Nalinda Jayathissa No O 110. Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi Yes
O 044. Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan Yes
O 045. Hon. S. Viyalanderan Yes Electronic Voting Results
O 046. Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan Yes
O 047. Hon. Shanthi Sriskandarasa Yes YES 150
O 048. Hon. S. Sivamohan Yes NO 57
0O 050. Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake No ABSTAIN 01
O 051. Hon. Duleep Wijesekara No
0 052. Hon. S.C. Muthukumarana No
0 053. Hon. Arundika Fernando No oG mOnemn®
O 054. Hon. Wimalaweera Dissanayake No (woredori g FUTBTWIST Sjautse)
O 055. Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera No (The Hon. Speaker)
0 056. Hon. Udaya Shantha Gunasekara No Order Please! oo ®xgo0id, od @faly cwomwum
O 057 HOH. Dllllm Amunugama NO @ﬁ@ﬁg@a@dd, GJ(jz 635@@0(0@ %6@35@5’; @ﬁ@@@o@dﬁf
O 058. Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana No 53¢ qRedd owed dsfie g weawd 1518; 86gad
0 059. Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa No E5Yee 6o¥ w00 58E.
0O 060. Hon. Ramesh Pathirana No
0 061. Hon. Velu Kumar Yes s ew@sm S0 enmcd e¢ O OJ Bwds &
0 062. Hon. Nalaka Prasad Colonne Yes Yy, F L @psvid Grsvsrmib wpwpuwirss gl L g
0 063. Hon. Chandima Gamage Yes Bill accordingly read a Second time.
O 064. Hon. Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana Yes
0 065. Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah Yes 05 DmOTNBDR L
0 066. Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake Yes (worabrjifle FumpTLST Sjouiser)
0 067. Hon. Mohamed Navavi Yes (The Hon. Speaker) . .
0 068. Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera Yes Hon. Mmlster of Flnanct? will now move the Bill to
0 069. Hon. Vijitha Berugoda No the Committee of whole Parliament.
0O 070. Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe No
O 071. Hon. Lohan Ratwatte No 05 &0 8®S8S dwmo
0 072. Hon. Namal Rajapaksa No (wrainyflg wiser swrafy)
0 073. Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura No (The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
O 074. Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka No 00 DONenr®s, "duldn oo ewQlsn Hie
0 075. Hon. Sriyani Wijewickrama No 2088e®5In ®0m ®wIODO 08w Wre"B ©® ewdszn
0 076. Hon. Thenuka Vidanagamage No DO
O 077. Hon. Shehan Semasinghe No
0 078. Hon. Kanaka Herath No gans E8ez Y, wwr ®» S,
0 079. Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila No afleorr aQEEIILG) TDLSCIETETOTLILIL L&)
0 080. Hon. D.V. Chanaka No Question put, and agreed o.
O 081. Hon. Hirunika Premachandra Yes
O 082. Hon. Bandul Lal Bandarigoda Yes
O 083. Hon. Mohammad Ibrahim Mohammad OG5 DSBNGDRSo

Mansoor Yes (oreiTyLll@ FUTBTWET S)suiTdssT)
O 084. Hon. S.M. Marikkar Yes (The Hon. Speaker)

O 085. Hon. Imaran Maharoof Yes D0D @0 WOGE?
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®OG B BOSBS Dwmo
(wressryiflg whisar swyafy)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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Bill committed to a Committee of the whole Parliament under
Standing Order No. 52 for Friday, 17th November, 2017.

LITTTEBLOGTIG

DEI DO

phPmaliy
ADJOURNMENT
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1595 Ssslw 2017  peubur 17,
Clovsirelsalpemrn ap.Ls. 9.30 wswf] suswr pgFlswerdssriin’ 1 g.

B LTSS DS 00TIBIS,

Parliament adjourned at 5.30 p.m., until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 17th
November, 2017, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 15th
November, 2017.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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