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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana - Minister of Home Affairs)
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(The Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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FOREST LAND BELONGING TO FOREST CONSERVATION
DEPARTMENT : DETAILS

15715
1. 06 §dd» sBce dwmo
(wredryfl@ ybgla Lglyen)
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(i)

(=) @)

(iv)

STETLIENS Sjsui (§)FaenLiuilsy gmlalliirym?

@ )

(#)

asked the Prime Minister,

(i)

QUSTLI LITGISTLILS SlenentsaiasShed CFmhbs
& messlserlsor

LOTET  QUTTHST urliuerey

6T6M6UETEY;

@) eusuaTThHGIBIS6 T QLIWITSHST Wireme;
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(3)651@mev, 676517

Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs and Minister of Law and

Order:
(a)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he table-

)

(i)
(iif)

the area of forest land belonging to the
Department of Forest Conservation;

the names of those forests; and

the extent of each forest in acres separately?

Will he inform this House-

(i)
(i
(iif)
(iv)

whether the boundaries of the aforesaid
forests have been demarcated;

if so, the date of demarcation of boundaries
was carried out;

if not, whether measures will be taken to
demarcate the boundaries; and

if so, the date?

Will he also inform this House-

(M

(ii)

whether houses, hotels related to tourism
industry or other constructions are in the
forests mentioned in a (ii) above; and

if so, whether a study has been carried out
on the impact caused to the forest due to the
aforesaid constructions?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne - Deputy Minister of
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)
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DIGITALIZATION OF CINEMA HALLS: GOVERNMENT
INTERVENTION
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(i) <o Cuwesfled, Fesflom LoevsTL_LIBIGEWT 1983 L 6V
LOWILD T GHEUB D & ST FTBIGHLD Semeouf(h
QeFinumiosd @)(HLiLIg) 6763T;

STETLIENS Sjaui (B)FaFenLidb@ plafliiumyr ?

(25) @)CneD, erer?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether he admits that there is a need to
digitalize cinema halls in Sri Lanka; and

(i)  if so, of the reason why the Government is
not intervening in the matter of digitalizing
cinema halls in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

@

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

the number of persons selected for overseas
training, out of the persons who got through
the examination which was held recently to
make recruitments for Grade III of Sri
Lanka Principal Service;

the names and the addresses of the persons
who were selected for overseas training;

the methodology adopted in
selections for overseas training;

making

whether he is aware that aforesaid group of
persons who were selected by way of
examinations, spending huge amounts of
money and providing training, have not
been posted by Provincial Councils in a
formal manner; and

whether steps will be taken to remedy this
issue?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Tourism Development and
Christian Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether he accepts that the Gadaladeniya,
Lankatilaka and Ambakke Temples located
in the Udunuwara Divisional Secretary's
Division are very important world famous
ancient places;

(i) whether he is aware that thousands of local
and foreign tourists arrive each day to visit
these sites; and

(iii) local and foreign tourists face severe
embarrassment due to lack of common
amenities in these places?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he will adopt a course of action
under his Ministry to provide common
amenities that are lacking in these places
expeditiously; and

(ii) if'so, in what manner?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of government institutions in
the Ampara district;

(i) the number of government institutions that
were destroyed by the LTTE terrorists after
1983;

(iii)  whether a government approved valuation
has been done on the destroyed property;

(iv)  if so, the total value of the said property;

(v) whether legal action has been taken against
the terrorists who were responsible for the
said destruction;

(vi) if so, what those steps are; and
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(vi)) whether a comprehensive report with regard
to the facts that have been questioned in
above (i) to (vi) will be submitted?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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the consumption of alcohol in this country. In fact, we are
opposed to the increased consumption of alcohol and
every step must be taken to reduce the consumption of
alcohol.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, with this
Excise (Amendment) Bill, Section 15 of the Excise
Ordinance (Chapter 52) is amended by the repeal of
paragraphs (b) and (c) of that section, and the substitution
therefor of the following, I quote:

"'(b) no tree producing toddy, other than kithul tree shall be tapped;

(c) no toddy shall be drawn or lowered from any tree other than the
kithul tree.' "

Sir, I humbly tell you that this amendment is wrong.
We have to make some amendments to Clause 2 of the
Bill. Therefore, I request you to insert the words
"palmyrah tree and coconut tree”, immediately after the
words “kithul tree” in Clause 2 (b) and 2 (¢).

I have already submitted my amendment to the Table
Office.
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Hon. Minister, last year you increased the tax from
Rs. 200,000 to Rs. 1 million for toddy production. I tell
you that you can do it for the companies functioning
around Colombo or in big towns. This is not suitable for
the cooperative societies which depend on toddy tapping
from palmyrah and coconut trees. They are poor people.
Please consider this and divide the tax imposed into two.
Natural toddy tapping cooperative societies should be
given an exemption for their production. You are correct,
Hon. State Minister, you can impose Rs. 1 million tax
from the companies which import spirits from other
countries and make artificial toddy here. I am not
opposing that. I am requesting you only to exempt the
natural toddy tapping from this tax.

Secondly, you have mentioned only “kithul tree” in
the Excise (Amendment) Bill. Therefore, I kindly request
you to include “palmyrah tree" and "coconut tree” along
with "kithul". Thank you very much.
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The next speaker is Hon.
Paranawithana.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division
Bells were ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present-
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. (DR.) NALINDA JAYATHISSA took the
Chair.
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Thank you. Next Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan. You
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah. You have only ten
minutes.

@0 Dreed eesd. @edrN&dies Onmo

(orevrfl@ wremeu. Car. Caevrmglrmegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, how many minutes have |
been allotted?

OO §Roe306:e) OIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 ML j6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Only ten minutes.

®0 Dreed eesf. @edrN&TiesH o

(orevoryfl@ wremeu. Car. Caevrmglrmegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

The Hon. Shritharan has been allotted 23 minutes. |
think I can get some more minutes from him because he
is not speaking today.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Okay.

[L7.L1. 4.04]

®G; Dreed eesd. @ed5NB5sH Dwnmn

(oressryifl@ wreweu. Gar. Cresrmglymegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)
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Sir, the Hon. Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister
are here and I thank the Hon. Minister for taking this
matter up immediately for discussion to find some
remedy to the problems of the Tamil palmyrah toddy
tappers in the Northern area. The Hon. Minister and the
Hon. Deputy Minister immediately discussed the matter
with me and asked me to take up the matter with the
Secretaries, to explain it to them. Also, he contacted the
Hon. Minister of Finance and Mass Media, the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera and explained the situation and
asked him to find a remedy. Then, he informed us that
they would take up the matter and find a remedy.

Even last December, immediately after this Bill was
gazetted, we, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran and myself,
contacted the Hon. Minister of Finance and Mass Media,
the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, and informed him that it
was a very discriminatory Bill against the Tamil toddy
tappers in the North and the East. We pointed out that for
finding a remedy or to allow them also to enjoy the same
tax-free status, an amendment should be included. This
morning, the Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan, during the course
of his speech, submitted an amendment to this Bill. I also
supported that. I request the Hon. State Minister of
Finance to amend the Bill by including the following
words to avoid this discrimination against the palmyrah
toddy tappers in the North - immediately after the word
“kithul tree” in Sections 2(b) and 2(c), also insert the
words “palmyrah tree” and “coconut tree”.

Treating the Tamil toddy tappers in the northern area
and the toddy tappers in other areas as equal citizens of
this country is very important. I request the Hon. Minister
- the Hon. Deputy Minister is also agreeable - to get the
word of the Hon. Minister of Finance and Mass Media to
reduce the taxes on bottling and selling of toddy. I think
there is consensus not to remove the tax totally, but to
reduce it. The State Minister is here. We request you to
include the words, “palmyrah tree and coconut tree”,
immediately after the word, “kithul tree”.

©C Y BB DWvmo

(revrLyfl@ @)rmesr ailsalriordeur)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

If I might just respond to the suggestions that have
been made, really, the kithul tree has been included as the
exception. It has nothing to do with any geography. It is
for the fact that it is not an item that is being bottled,
distilled or in the tavern. That is the basis on which it had
been included. All the others, including palmyrah, were
included not because we are trying to curtail in any way
the industry; it was done in the interest of regulating the
industry. Because, in 2002 - 2004 period, according to a
WHO study, Sri Lanka’s pure alcohol consumption was
about 2.2 litres per individual, which, today, is more than
double - 4.5 litres. So, it is only a regulation to make sure
that that is accounted for. The illicit liquor industry has
also grown in this country quite rapidly. It is just to make
sure that there is a control and illicit liquor is not
growing.

Hon. Member, can you give me another two minutes
to say something?

®0 Dreed eesd. @edrN&5iesh o
(orevryfl@ wremeu. Car. Caevrmglrmegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Okay.

©C 0¥ BSOS Dm0

(oressrLyfl@ @)rmesr eflddlriorsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Thank you. I would also like to say that there is
absolutely no intention of discriminating against any part
of the industry - everybody is being treated equally. For
example, when we give tavern licences we have a tender
system in any part of the country and it goes at a price. It
is only in the North we do not have a tender system,
because largely the cooperative societies are involved in
this industry. We have taken that into account.

Then, on the distilleries we impose a licensing fee of
Rs. 1 million. But again in the North, for the reasons that
I have already said, like the cooperatives are also
involved in it, the licensing fee there is only Rs.
250,000.00. Then, as regards raw materials - for coconut
we have imposed Rs. 5.00 as a raw material tax and we
have imposed Rs. 10 per kilogram as a tax for molasses,
fruit and maize. But, for palmyrah, wherever - maybe in
the North or maybe elsewhere - we have not imposed a
tax. We are very conscious of the fact that the Northern
Peninsula is emerging after a conflict. We are giving this
space so that the industries in the peninsula and in all the
Northern districts could actually recover. Even if you
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take a tavern, at the end of the day the residue in the
tavern normally has to be destroyed in the rest of the
country, but we allow in the Northern Peninsula the
residue to be taken either for a distillery or for a bottling
plant.

The other request that came in the Debate today was
to reconsider the cost of the toddy bottling licensing. We
will consider that and we will reduce it, particularly for
palmyrah. I am giving you that undertaking now.

O Dreed eesd. @edxdcisH vmo

(orerfl@ wremeu. Ger. Gserrdlrmegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Thank you very much. However, after the
amendments we will see how it will be helpful to the
palmyrah toddy tappers.
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DO YRoe306:e) OIE @
(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 ML Sj6uissir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you have only one minute more.

®0 Dreed eesd. @edrN&5iesh o
(orevrfl@ wremeu. Car. Caevrmglrmegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)
Okey, I will wind up, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka .]
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Considered in Committee.
/THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 1, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Sir, on the toddy licensing system, we will certainly
reduce the tax. It is not mentioned in the Bill. We will
have to issue another Gazette Notification. We will issue
it and bring down the tax from Rs. 1 million for
Palmyrah.
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Clauses 2 and 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended , accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

B § o308 OB

(omevsrLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

a¢ 85 e vned Svw gow 2 ©Y 3 ex®n BI®; o
OBBID WO TIBCH & oo,

8ed v : Bewdo

Blgld FL_L LD @ kI ailg)seir
FINANCE ACT : REGULATIONS

OO OB D FIBED Wm0

(omevsT i@ SWhHb &HewTT V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

GownGi® @0 OO, Y& W S
2@ 0DNedsY ©vn wewsl Hewlos @3sx
DOB:

"2006 aom 11 ¢o» §eE vment 8 DorBw wdw Bwde gn, OB
smest 6 (2) DoxtBe wden eOEm0Is, dnud wy Do D1QwIWsT
ade wOITVewsY el ¥ BHH@s @@rmsdiw DB vHO® gD,
2017 @2%0@28 07 B aom 2044/21 ¢o @B Bods 0ed vped vg
®O7 C®, 2018.01.23 8» 988w mom ¢ Bewde em®@» we @ ©.

(a@s OBRCeE an@Bw (570 Bed.)"

gadmas S8z @EY, et 3O8» Se.
aflsorr BB LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

400D ¢ GIBBID : B@desres
wgleuflds &L Lewerd FL L (D !

EENEE Y
EXCISE ORDINANCE : NOTIFICATION

OO OB WO FIBED w0

(oreT L@ SWhs &HaTTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

eowznGied ©0; OEROA, e o EHr&ds
2@ 0dMeds’ svm wewsl Bedeme @83wuxs
DO

"6300¢ @pumen (52 aBmde g) 32 DoxtBe w@w Bwuds g 2,
12, 22 & 25 20538 «0en mBe 02005 €81 DSBS 8EY §
2300de wOIBTVewsY el ¥ BBIS ¢@msdw D8 Bv»OB E&D,

2017 @¢e®38 19 5B gom 2050/11 ¢S5 @B Bods 0©d sped sg
»07 C@, 2018.02.19 8» @88ux o ¢ Bedimw n®O» B»E
@2 @. (gom 1005 ¢om ydodg Bedemw)

(2@ OedREed am@Bw ¢¥ds Bed.)"

g 88z 8, e e8®@» Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL(B) 6TDms GCIBmerenLiLIL L gy.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you, Hon. Member. Next, the Hon. S.
Shritharan. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. Next, the Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar. You
have 10 minutes.
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The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - State Minister of Finance)
Gow500:8) OO OTEROA, RIHSIO 0Dew® BnA&.
®® a@¢ ©0 HEE BEOCHNesY OIEn@ied wwd
DEMIe® 0weldrzndd B8End; ecrimy v @@ »E
30O ewldrNdd yOdewsy 8 g¢ O meg §oAg
psmnes «® odnd HBO® 8aco&. Today, before
this Adjournment Motion was taken up, we were talking
about some of the amendments and changes that we
brought about on this industry.

Now, I think there is a misunderstanding on what the
Government is actually doing and the intention of
bringing the changes - particularly the previous speaker
also alluded to it. Sir, I want to make those absolutely
clear because I think we should not go on with the wrong
intentions. The Government’s primary objective is
actually to reduce the consumption of alcohol. When you
look at that, on the one hand, you have the intention to
reduce the consumption of alcohol and on the other, you
have the intention to protect the local industries. Like in
most things, sometimes, there is a conflict between the
manufacturer and the consumer. The manufacturer has
certain objectives - making profits is an objective - and
the consumer wants it at the cheapest price and the
product to be of the highest quality. So, that kind of
conflict is there. But, we are also very clear, that we want
to reduce the consumption of alcohol.

So, taxation is used only as one method. But, I must
make it very clear that today’s discussion had nothing to
do with taxation, per se but with regulation. So, the
intention was to find out how you actually regulate this.
Going back to the 2002 - 2003 period, we know that the
consumption of pure alcohol in the country was about 2.2
litres per individual. It has climbed up to about 4.5 litres
per individual in Sri Lanka by 2017. So, there has been a
rise in the consumption of pure alcohol. That is the
recorded part of alcohol consumption. Along with that,
the unrecorded or the illicit consumption of alcohol has
also rapidly increased during this period. So, the intention
to regulate it comes when you see a development like
that. Therefore, the intention is only to regulate it, so that
you know the people who actually tap any tree, the sap of
which they can subsequently convert into some form of
alcohol, soft liquor or hard liquor, and will be able to
monitor it. That is the intention of this. The kithul tree
was exempted only because the kithul sap is not, in that
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sense, distilled and sold in a tavern or bottled. That is the
reason. Also, I must make it very clear that there was no
intention of actually looking at the regions of the country
where those trees are grown when that distinction was
made.

Now, from palmyrah also, you have certain products
that come out which are consumed at the table in a house.
But, if you look at the percentage of that consumption,
actually, it is relatively small compared to the percentage
that goes from palmyrah basically into the liquor industry
or the toddy industry.

I also want to make it clear, I made this clear earlier in
the Debate, but I would say it again because there has
been some misunderstanding from the various discussions
that just happened prior to me getting up to make a reply.
We are very conscious of the fact that the Northern part of
the country, particularly the Districts of Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu, Jaffna, Mannar and Kilinochchi are emerging
from a conflict situation. The rest of the country is also
emerging from a conflict, but these districts, in particular,
were severely affected. So, we are very conscious of the
fact that the industry must be protected and then the
industry must be built, so that eventually those industries
also could compete without protection. That is why
recently when the Inland Revenue Bill - which is a law-
based system - was introduced in Parliament, we made
sure that the discretionary concessions were removed so
that the rules are clear and nobody can come and sit
outside the room of the Finance Minister or the Deputy
Finance Minister looking for concessions. So, when that
Bill was made, we took away discretionary concessions,
particularly tax exemptions, but, we introduced something
called a "capital allowance” as an incentive to invest.
People invest money and then they make profits out of it.
But, as far as the capital allowance is concerned, if you
have invested up to US Dollars 100 million or some
amount like that, then you can basically set off all your
profits up to the investment over a period of time. If the
investment is bigger, you are given a longer period of
time. Now, that was what was set in the Inland Revenue
Bill. When it came to the Northern area of the country, we
really doubled that. Instead of 100 per cent, we have
made it 200 per cent if an investment goes to the North.
The reason is, the North is emerging from a conflict
situation and, therefore, there are barriers for investors to
come and till those barriers gradually disappear, we are
giving them this capital allowance. Another way you can
look at is, it is a tax allowance so that more investment
will go into the Northern part of the country.

Now, even in this industry, of which I am not very
familiar with personally, you have taverns. In the other
parts of the country, when the licences are given for
taverns, we have a tender system and it goes on the tender
auction. I am told by the officials here that a single
licence go around Rs. 50 - 60 lakhs or Rs. 5 - 6 million
at the tender auction. But, for the North, we do not have a
tender system because we are conscious of the fact that
the cooperative societies are involved in the
manufacturing processes and the industry. When it comes
to distilleries also, basically, there is a distinction.
Usually, the licensing fee for other areas is Rs. 1 million,

but in that area, we have reduced it to Rs. 250,000
because of the cooperative system in those areas. I noted
that somebody had applied for a licence and paid the full
amount of money, but the licence had not been issued. If
you pass on the specifics of that, we will take note and
follow it up. We will find out what happened and make
sure that it is expedited or if there is actually a problem,
we will also convey that problem to you.

@6 Dreed eesd. @ed5NBcis Owmn

(rewrfl@ wremeu. Gar. Csermdlrmegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Hon. State Minister, the aim of this Adjournment
Motion is to get permission for the toddy tappers to sell
the toddy before 11.00 o’ clock. That is, they seek
permission to sell toddy to the co-operative societies from
9.00 o’ clock.

@O 9653 DO Owmo

(oressryifl@ @)rmest aflddlriordevr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

I fully understand that and I am coming to that.

®S; Dreed eesf. @ed5NB5sh Dm0

(oressryifl@ wreweu. Gar. Cserrdlrmeom)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

My request is to permit them to sell toddy from 9.00
o’ clock.

@6 9653 DO Owmo

(omessryifl@ @)rmesr aflddriordevr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

I am coming to that and I am going to be closing with
that. The reason that I have been repeating this in the
Adjournment Debate is this. Our senior Member was
here on the front row - some of the other Members were
not there - when I corrected some points. I could see
that there was a misunderstanding when the Debate was
going, that there appeared to be a wrongful idea that the
Government had acted, maybe with the wrong intention,
and I was just trying to correct that. That was the only
reason.

I was also saying at that time, when raw materials are
used, if it is coconut, molasses or maize or fruit, for
coconut, we have Rs. 5 tax per litre, and for molasses,
fruit and maize, we have Rs. 10 tax per kilogram, but, we
do not have a tax for palmyrah. We have done that
intentionally as well. When it comes to taverns, when you
have the toddy at the end of the day, that toddy has to be
got rid of. But we allow, in the Northern part of the
country, that residue at the end of the day to be sent to a
distillery or to a bottling plant.

Then, there was another request and I have already
conceded that. Toddy bottling licence fee, we will reduce
that for palmyrah only. It is Rs. 1 million for everything.
We will have another Gazette shortly, hopefully before
the new tax year, and we will be reducing that as well.
Though it would be Rs. 1 million for the rest of the
country, we will bring that down for palmyrah taking
into account the industry in the North. We see that the
industry in the North needs to be protected. At the same
time, from the discussions we have heard also, we want
to see a drop in the consumption of alcohol.
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I would like to say this as well. In one of the speeches,
there was a concern that maybe some liquors or illicit
liquors are going from the South to the North.

O Dreed eesd. eedsNB s Dvm
(orerfl@ wremeu. Gr. GFerrdlrmem)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)
Artificial toddies are going.

®C 96T BPSH Dm0

(omevsryLll@ @)rrest aild&lrLor deor)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Yes, artificial toddies are going. I would just make this
comment only. Hon. Member, the comment I would make
is that we must allow the free movement of people and
the free movement of goods all over this country. But, if
there is something illegal happening and if there is an
illegal transportation of something, I will certainly take
the point and, if we have the information on that, we will
certainly clamp down on it because we must make sure
that the law is being upheld. If that information can be
provided, we will certainly look into it.

On the licensing-

G Dreed eesd. @858t ®nmo

(omevsrLfl@ wremeu. Gar. CFesrrglrmegm)

(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

Hon. State Minister, in the North, because of the
palmyrah industry, sufficient toddy is there for drinking.
What they are asking is to allow them to hand over the
tapped toddy before it is fermented, before 11.00 o’ clock,
to the co-operative societies. If toddy tapped around 8.00
o’ clock is kept for a three-hour period, till 11.00 o’ clock,
that toddy will get fermented. To avoid that only they
seek permission to sell that before 9.00 o’ clock.

®G 96T BnPSH Dvmo

(orenTyllg @)rmesr alldaslrorde)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

As you know, the Schedule that was put forward by
the Minister on 18" January, 2018 has basically 17
categories of different kinds of places at which alcohol of
different kinds are consumed and they have different
times. I agree with the Hon. Members who just said that
particularly for some of the liquors and some of those
look like foreign liquors, longer periods of time are
allowed; that is from 8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. and 9.00 a.m.
to 9.00 p.m. and for the local liquors, there are shorter
periods of time.

This has been there decades and decades ago and it is
still there. I heard the concerns and they are practical
issues, because there is a three-hour gap between the
morning session and the afternoon session. So, the
suggestion is to see whether they can keep that gap away
and have one continuous session, so that those who are
manufacturing, will not incure a loss due to those things
being going bad.

@0 9e8. Emosy Swmo
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(oressrLyflg @)rmesr eflddlriorsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Member, as I said, I am not a specialist in this
field, for sure. But I understood the problem.
Unfortunately, the Hon. Minister of Finance is not
present today. That is why I cannot give you a definite
answer. But [ will certainly refer this to him immediately
and we will see to your practical issue and consider it.
The Hon. Minister of Finance himself, 1 think, will
convey that to you after looking into it whether this time
limit could be expanded to overcome this problem. Thank
you.

O §Roe8506:8) OG0

(el seoaenLogTmIGLd o mLilad yeuisar)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. a@¢ 2» wwed wimdd ey DO
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.23 p.m. until 10.30 a.m.
on Friday, 09th March, 2018.
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