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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

In the matter of an application to determine whether the Bill titled ‘National Audit
Bill’ or any part thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution in terms of Article
121 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read
with Article 78 of the Constitution.

SC SD 14/2018

1. Transparency International
Sri  Lanka (Guarantee)
Limited,

No. /1, Elibank Road,

Colombo 00500

2. Stanley Christoffel Asoka
Obeysekere,
No.11/5,

Rajakeeya Mawatha,
Colombo 00700
Petitioners
Vs
Hon. Attorney General

Respondent

Before:
Sisira J de Abrew Judge of the Supreme Court
Priyantha Jayawardena PC Judge of the Supreme Court

LTB Dehideniya Judge of the Supreme Court
Counsel: Viran Corea with Sankhitha Gunaratne ,Maheshi
Herath and Mangalesswary Shankar for

the Petitioner.

Yuresha de Silva SSC with Anusha Jayatilake SC

the Attorney General

The Court assembled for the hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 18.4.2018.
Determination
A Bill titled “National Audit Act No. 2018” was published in the Gazette of the

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on 16" March 2018 and placed on the

Order Paper of Parliament on 3™ April 2018.

The long title of the Bill reads as ‘An act to provide for the powers, duties and
functions of the Audit Service Commission; the establishment of the office of the
National Audit Office and the Sri Lanka State Audit Service; to specify the role
of the Auditor General over public finance and to make provision for matters

connected therewith or incidental thereto’
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The jurisdiction of this Court to determine the constitutionality of the said Bill has
been invoked in terms of Article 121(1) by a petition presented to the Court by

the Petitioners.

The Petition to this Court was filed on 9™ April 2018, within one week of the Bill
being placed on the Order Paper of Parliament as required by Article 121(1).

The said Petition was taken up for consideration. Learned Counsel appearing for
the Petitioners and the learned Senior State Counsel made submissions. The
Petitioners, in their Petition have stated that several Clauses of the Bill titled
‘National Audit Bill (hereinafter referred to as the Bill) are inconsistent with
Article 14A (1) and/or Article 14A (2) of the Constitution. The Petitioners made
submissions and filed written submissions. Learned Counsel for the Petitioners
submitted that Clause 9 of the Bill violates Article 14A(1) of the Constitution.
The Petitioners further submitted that Clause 9(1) of the Bill thus seeks to create a
blanket bar to secure disclosure of any information by the members of the Audit
Service Commission, any person appointed under the Act and others assisting
such persons, and unduly curtails access to information, even if no harm or
prejudice to the public interest would be caused, in a given instance. When
considering the submissions of learned Counsel for the Petitioners, it is necessary

to examine Clause 9 of the Bill and Article 14A of the Constitution.

Clause 9 of the Bill reads as follows.

“(9) (1) The members of the Audit Service Commission, any person appointed to
any office under this Act or any other person assisting any such person for the
purpose of carrying out the provisions under this Act or a qualified auditor
engaged by the Auditor General for such purpose, except in the performance

of his duties under this Act, shall not disclose any information received by
him in the performance of his duties under this Act, and shall -

(a)mot be compelled by any person to disclose any information except on a
request of Parliament or by an Order of court or subject to paragraph (b) to
give effect to the provisions of any written law:

(b)not  disclose any information under any law requiring the disclosure of
information without prior consent given in writing of the relevant person or
institution providing such information and until the report or statement
prepared by the Auditor General relating to such information has been
presented in Parliament, as may be required; and

(c)not enter upon the duties of his office until he makes and subscribes an oath
of secrecy as set out in the Schedule hereto. The members of the Audit
Service Commission shall subscribe an oath of secrecy before the Speaker of
Parliament, while all other persons specified herein shall subscribe the said
oath before the Auditor General.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, any such member or
person or qualified auditor who communicates any such matter to any person or
suffers or permits any unauthorized person to have access to any books, papers or
other records relating to any such matter, commits an offence.”

Article 14A of the Constitution reads as follows.

“(1) Every citizen shall have the right of access to any information as
provided for by law, being information that is required for the exercise or
protection of a citizen’s right held by:-

(a)the State, a Ministry or any Government Department or any statutory
body established or created by or under any law;

(b)any Ministry of a Minister of the Board of Ministers of a Province or
any Department or any statutory body established or created by a
statute of a Provincial Council;

(c)any local authority; and

(d)any other person, who is in possession of such information relating to
any institution referred to in sub-paragraphs (a), (b) or (c) of this
paragraph.

(2) No restrictions shall be placed on the right declared and recognized by this

Article, other than such restrictions prescribed by law as are necessary in a
democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or

public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health

or morals and of the reputation or the rights of others, privacy, prevention of
contempt of court, protection of parliamentary privilege, for preventing the
disclosure of information communicated in confidence or for maintaining the

authority and impartiality of the judiciary.” [Emphasis added].

According to Clause 9 of the Bill the members of the Audit Service
Commission and other officers attached to the Commission etc. shall not disclose
any information received by them without prior written consent of the relevant
institution or the person who provided the information and until the report or
statement prepared by the Auditor General has been presented in Parliament.
Further Clause 9 of the Bill places restrictions on the said officers to release

information on their own.

Contention of learned Counsel for the Petitioners is that when an
application is made to provide information, the officers attached to Audit Service
Commission is precluded from releasing information without the consent of the
institution that provided the information under the clause 9 of the Bill. Learned
Counsel for the Petitioners therefore, contended that Clause 9 of the Bill violates

Article 14A of the Constitution.

When considering the above contention, Article 14A of the Constitution
should be examined. Although Article 14A(1) of the Constitution gives a right to
people to request for information discussed in the said Atticle, Article 14A(2) of
the Constitution places certain restrictions. They are the restrictions that may be
prescribed by law as are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of
disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals and of the reputation or
the rights of others, privacy, prevention of contempt of court, protection of
parliamentary privilege, for preventing the disclosure of information
communicated in confidence or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of
the judiciary. In short restrictions can be placed by way of legislations on

information discussed in Article 14A regarding the following subjects.
1. In the interest of national security, territorial integrity or public security.
2. For the prevention of disorder or crime.

3. For the protection of health or morals and of the reputation or the rights of
others.

4. For prevention of contempt of court.
5. For protection of parliamentary privilege.
6. For preventing the disclosure of information communicated in confidence.
7. For maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.
Therefore, if the information requested by a person relates to the matters set out in
Article 14A(2) of the Constitution, the person requesting information will not be

entitled to receive such information. Further if a law prescribes certain restrictions

on any information stipulated in Article 14A of the Constitution, the said
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information can be refused. Such a decision to refuse the release of information
would not violate Article 14A of the Constitution. When I consider all the above
matters, 1 hold the view that restrictions regarding information stated in Article

14A of the Constitution can be prescribed by law.

What is law? Article 170 of the Constitution defines what the law is. It
reads as follows. “Law means any Act of Parliament and any law enacted by any
legislature at any time prior to the commencement of the Constitution and
includes Order in Council.” Thus legislature can bring in legislation prescribing
restrictions on information discussed in Article 14A of the Constitution. National
Audit Bill intends to achieve the above purpose. In my view restrictions of this
nature are permitted by Article 14A(2) of the Constitution and a Bill prescribing
such restrictions cannot violate Article 14A of the Constitution. When I consider
all the above matters, I am unable to agree with the contention of learned Counsel
for the Petitioners. For the above reasons, I reject the above contention of learned
Counsel for the Petitioners and hold that the Clause 9 of the Bill does not violate

the Constitution.

Learned Counsel for the Petitioners next made submissions regarding the
schedule of the Bill relating to Oath of Secrecy. The Oath of Secrecy described in

the said schedule reads as follows.

“Qath of Secrecy
In terms of Section 9 of the National Audit Act No. .. of 2018.
L oo . being member of the Audit Service Commission/ an
employee of the National Audit Office/Auditor General’s Department/Combined

Services, an expert person assisting in the discharge of the duties of the Auditor

General as referred to in Section 8(a), do solemnly declare and affirm/swear that
1 shall maintain in utmost secrecy the information whatsoever which is given,
stated, discussed or otherwise gathered in the performance of my duties and such
information will not be disclosed, discussed or stated in any form whatever to any

person in public or private, except-

(a) when required to do so by a Court of Law;
(b) when required by Parliament; or

(c) when specified under any written law, subject to section 9(b) of the National
Audit Act No. .. 2018.

The obligations herein set out shall bind me during my term of office in the
National Audit Office/Auditor General’s Department/Combined Services and
shall continue thereafier except in relation to any information that has come into

public domain due to no breach of my obligations hereunder.

1 append my signature to this oath on this ...... day of ...... Two Thousand ... .
Signature”

Learned Counsel for the Petitioners stressed the following words in the Oath of
Secrecy: “subject to section 9(b) of the National Audit Act No. .. 2018”. He
submitted that the above words would violate Article 14A(1) of the Constitution
since Clause 9(b) of the Bill violates Article 14A(1) of the Constitution. But I
have earlier held that Clause 9 of the Bill does not violate the Constitution.
Therefore I am unable to agree with the above contention of learned Counsel for

the Petitioners and I reject the same.

Learned Counsel for the Petitioners next made submissions regarding

Clause 13 of the Bill. Clause 13 of the Bill reads as follows.

“The Auditor General shall report to Parliament on any audit carried out during
any financial year and may make such report publicly available through the
official website of the National Audit office and shall not publish the report if he
has or intends to provide any report, information, document, book, record or
computer generated transcript obtained in the course of the audit to the law

enforcement authorities.”

According to Clause 13 of the Bill, the Auditor General shall not publish the
document mentioned therein if he intends to provide it to law enforcement
authorities. Learned Counsel for the Petitioners submitted that the said Clause of

the Bill therefore violates Article 14A(1) of the Constitution.

1 now advert to this contention. Why does the Auditor General want to
submit it to law enforcement authorities? If some fraud or offence has been
disclosed in the said report, shouldn’t he submit it to law enforcement authorities?
The answer should obviously be in the affirmative. If such a report is published,
person who is suspected to have committed the fraud would take steps to negate
the allegation mentioned in the report before the law enforcement authorities start
investigation. Thus publishing such a report would benefit the alleged offender.
As I have pointed out earlier, legislature can bring in legislation prescribing
restrictions on information regarding prevention of disorder or crimes. When I
consider all the above matters, 1 hold the view that Clause 13 of the Bill would
not violate any Article of the Constitution. For the above reasons, I reject the

above contention of learned counsel for the petitioners

We have examined the provisions of the Bill and in our opinion they do

not violate the Constitution.

For the reasons stated above, we make determination that the National

Audit Bill is not inconsistent with the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist

Republic of Sri Lanka.
D e

Sisira J de Abréw

Judge of the Supreme Court.

Pl A SN
Priyanthaﬁy wardena ka

Supreme Court.

M

LTB. Dehedeniya

Judge of the Supreme Court.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs; to
be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 22nd May, 2018 and to be
printed;, and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Plantation Industries; to be read a Second time upon
Tuesday, 22nd May, 2018 and to be printed; and to be referred to the
relevant Sectoral Oversight Committee.

OO BB O
(orerLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)
ewddzn  BEde
e3IBNB DD Da.

am®2®, ©8Eed@rxIned wd;

yBeadln 88Ee®sIn 0106 Bewdn
Bt ®zm HBS
FHSSLILUL L LTTTEHLOSTD Blewevullwim
HL_L_enensefler 9|LpevTdhdsLd

IMPLEMENTATION OF REVISED STANDING
ORDERS OF PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise and Kandy City Development and Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Imove,

"That the Revised New Standing Orders of Parliament passed by
Parliament on 07 March 2018, shall commence its operation from 15
April 2018 as per announcement made by the Speaker."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF CODE OF CONDUCT FOR
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Imove,

"That the Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament approved by
Parliament on 07 March 2018, shall commence its operation from 15
April 2018 as per announcement made by the Speaker."
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir,  move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order Nos. 101,
111 and 124 of the Parliament, Select Committees, Sectoral
Oversight Committees and Committee on High Posts which are in
operation at present, shall continue."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"In terms of Standing Order 114, the Committee of Selection shall
consist of Mr. Speaker who shall be the Chair and Twelve (12)
Members to serve during the current Session which shall include the
Leaders of political parties or their nominees to be nominated by
Parliament."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That the under-mentioned Twelve (12) Members do serve on the
Committee of Selection in addition to the Speaker who shall be the
Chair during the current Session, in terms of the motion agreed to by
Parliament this day:-

Hon. Rauff Hakeem

Hon. Lakshman Kiriella

Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe
Hon. Risad Badhiutheen

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka
Hon. Mano Ganesan

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena

Hon. Douglas Devananda

Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah

Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan
Hon. ( Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa"
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Question put, and agreed to.

eIBO® 0% e desS®
Qs fleyd @ pd n L L LD
MEETING OF COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTHTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ei3® mdm wwied dLfder @ 8» wd Do 2.300
®ed BE 000l 501000 Bwud®n 985 dud 58
I8 O eC® 8w ©o ©8m OFOGHIO e®BsY ¢5IH
898.

Beyt s53¢ 9O w10 BBe®8 g8 g

@l VO DT FOWG
®)ev5FTestlisy eurdola®H L) pewmenLouilsy

TMUL L GLPMILILG WITEST [Hle»EVEmLD
PROBLEMATIC SITUATION ENCOUNTERED IN
USE OF ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM

OO DAIBNBDHR S

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

By $57¢ OB 98 BBe® @B § ecde wnon
DIF0e B8O owows B0 988 o mom c¢
302835 wBYed sl en wy Bbedn wEm A, 8O ane
©3®0® B8s5Y 530m OO I8 8dRBe wDF®IED Wy 2.
& amd g 8057 bl 808 BI® wews OO Doy
8B  gom® om0 Bedmy D O8 e®L ®d; wwIDD
a® 200 @ Fens.

@07 (§0008w) DBTEE ReDEDD W
(oressrll@ (SOTHIF) LBSIV & swTouTSHewT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

298 ESedcds.
STWLBSTH.
rose.

OO BN BDHR S

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@G (8028w) ABTER QewdIRD OIFH®o.

@G (39D8) ABVeE QDB Bwmo

(orewr Ll (HeorBIF) LbBGIV @ 6wTouTSH6wr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

O DONBDROB, ey BYe OB ©dn BSe®
@B § odse w0sIVews? D OB «Bxls e
WO, D800 Do O, & ¥ OB BIRw BEIO
O® Do8med WOC WOy gl DM B @® ©o
8000 ¢5IDBI YOO WO Bedwmdog?



61 2018 & 09 62

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(redTyl@ FUTBTWST jeuTssr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

505y, ©0; OIEREA, 8 0O Bedsiesy gom Om o
@ ¢y GBHOEO CAd ¢Y connections 9:62808. e
BDEO e 0D . & o ¢80 ©oydemewrs®
wvdmen Beamdl. & Died® most modern equipment gesd
as’ @GBSO Greamdo.

@S (39D8) BV QOB Bwmo
(revwryll@ (se0THBIF) LHSIeL & 6mTouTH60T)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
Dwl ecmnt 0 00 Eae?

OO DAIBNWBDH) O

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Seurd6ir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RD, g OB OB PBHEE DBl Om g @ ¢OB
28RO ORI, G @ OB ML Dl O oz OB
¢0D) WO ¢Oo.

@G (39D8) AT QDB Bwmo
(wreTyll@ (STHIH) LBGIV G ewTeurTger)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
0® emEEsTed Dud & @D !

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(orevsryll@ FUTBTWST Sj6uTse6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& o 88 9 BO0mO u1 e, ¢ wule »wm defde®
OO OWOFOB RPe. g8hed, Bm® GeE 0B ®IsTm
DB BT

05 SO 86Dk Dwmo
(wrewTyll@ allwed afreunis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DIBNBHDN O
(oressTll@ FUTBTILST 6T 6iT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

© BOE 86D ®IE®o.

@0 BOF 86D Bwmo

(revwryll@ aflosd efreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

B DONGDROB, VIS sy mEd, Dy B¢
©Os -De8 @0 ey ®OG- 5O® VIOHBO OB
Bweeo. g8 80y goess 0® 02 B0 00 ed 8 Bedxsies’.
Omem0 & 8RB & eamdwd 88 »J Bedrdag?

OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(oressryll@ FUTBTWST Sj6uTaer)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Em 0eE BedmD, ©0; OEREOA.

0S; SO 86D ™o

(wrewryll@ ailwed afreuniF)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

& O850-50 AW ewI® 88 mSRe BedsTesy?

OO DAIBNWBDH O
(orewrLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

RWem® neE Boanmdo.

®5; SO 86Dk Dwmo
(orevorLfl@ aflwev ef reumsis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
@9e, @®e.

OO BB O

(orerLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

wdmes ¢B0 w05 oxter’ & Bwd. @enr®
InBRE.

Yy WOGD. &g & B sPyed duw g 1 80 4
¢FDr. @BmOe ®D (weerddm) v emy®un -
eeBOS  Bwd®, Eweddd (Beods BI3Bm)
(ve0nddm) v emYy®sn - @B Bwud®, cedd) BB
800G (8o.0rfdn) 5 eWmYBLD - @RS Bwd® ww»
38000 BE DY W@ (Beenddn) sm emYdLH -
@B BwdO.

B0 @R S€n W DBIVBN®IC G BwedmIen ¢ OBnSew.

3RO € 308D (8300RIDB) B85S
emYBum

b3lSs1mm (Sl hSSI0) FLLcpeoid
JUDICATURE (AMENDMENT) BILL

@¢ 02 0 Bwdod Hewlww Bwd» GE.
B TeoTL_imib 1BIIDETET HL LD UTFS S5 LILIL L.

Order for Second Reading read.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, I went to the Supreme Court and challenged the
Judicature (Amendment) Bill. The Determination of the
Supreme Court read by you is in the Hansard of 03"
April, 2018.
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I quote:

“The amending section 12A (2) of the Bill requires the Judicial
Service Commission to nominate judges to the Permanent High
Court at Bar. This is inconsistent with the article 154 (P) 2 of the
Constitution and an amendment is required to be made to the
Constitution to give effect to section-"
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

& modenw Bwsiz gD guimo.

@S 88 8. evelc dum (B8R ¥ y»&smBw
DROBA Gorsrs g@amsn@)

(oresryfle  odls  1f. QuBrgr - Wlstreugy
YBILULNEBS555 FHE) @)TTRTHIS eDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - State Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

There is a point of Order being raised by the Hon.
Ajith P. Perera.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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"However, if 12A (2) of the Bill is removed and Article 154P (2)
remains as it is this inconsistency will cease."
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(The Hon. H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha - Deputy Minister of

Justice and Prison Reforms)
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“We determine that section 12A (1) of the Bill is inconsistent
with the article 154P (3) (a) of the Constitution and an
amendment is required to be made to the Constitution to give
effect to the section 12 A (1) of the Bill. This requires the
Bill to be passed by a two-third majority. However, if the
jurisdiction is conferred on the High Court of Provinces
under article 154P (3) (c) like in Act No. 10 of 1996 and Act
No. 54 of 2006 this amending section will cease to be
inconsistent.”
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(omessTyLll@; oTiD.67. Lo Slredr)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir, for the opportunity to say a few words
in respect of the important Amendments that are being
brought before this House today, particularly the
Amendment that is being sought to be made to the
Judicature Act, by which a Permanent High Court of Trial
at Bar is to be established to try certain categories of
cases which, in the interest of justice and in the present
circumstances, require to be expeditiously concluded.

The law's delays have been the bane of our judicial
system for so long. Therefore, even in the criminal justice
system, the accused in very serious cases have often
escaped due punishment making use of the law's delays
and over a period of time, sometimes, it also results in
them being pronounced "not guilty" due to unavailability
of witnesses et cetera. If a trial happens 10 or 15 years
after the incident, invariably even eyewitnesses,
sometimes, are not among the living and documentary
evidence also goes missing. These are our experiences
when long delays happen in the process of the criminal
justice system.

So, this Amendment that has been brought is timely
because there is a clamour, an expectation in the country
that certain types of offences, by which the country’s
economy has been weakened and certain categories of
offences that have been committed with impunity, are not
being taken up and pursued. Particularly, if crimes that
have been committed by persons in political authority are
not taken up in a timely manner, invariably they drag it
until there is a change of regime and then, once they are
back in the saddle, they ensure that the process is
stultified permanently. So, this has been, I think, one of
the biggest reasons why corruption at the highest levels in
this country has never been effectively addressed. A
Parliament term of five years or even six years, as we had
previously, is not enough to conclude serious trials
involving political bigwigs. Our country also has a history
of changing regimes and when there is a change, a change
of the guard, they escape permanently.

This Government came with a very specific mandate
to address the issue of corruption, to deal with corrupt
politicians in particular, bring them before the law and
ensure that the due course of justice is followed.
Unfortunately, three years after the change happened,
there has been only one conviction, which has also been
subject to an appeal. In our system, generally, we have
two appeals. We can envisage the lapse of another decade
or so before finality is reached even with regard to that
one conviction.
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(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
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®0 98.8. 505 BSsT Owmo
(oreTLyLfl@ 6TLD.67. FrinfhledT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
No. I am not giving way, Sir.

OC go I8 yoNvIg Ovmo
(orasfl@ 9| @mbS1Ss LteTThg)
(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
I just want to ask a question.

OO DDIBINWBDHD) O

(omressryifl@ FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

If it is a point of Order that you are raising, I can allow
you. But, otherwise, do not take his time.

®0 98.8. @I BSsT Owmo
(TG 6TLD.67. FriofhledT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I am not giving way. I am sorry.

OO goBIem yuNIg Ovmo
(Tl | mbSISs LteTThg)
(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
Just one small question.

@0 8.8, g@sIBSET dwmo

(omressryifl@ Tid.67. Lo Slresr)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I am not giving way. He does not understand -

OO DB WBDHD) O

(omressryifl@ FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaer)

(The Hon. Speaker)

If it is a point of Order, I can allow you. But,
otherwise, Hon.Sumanthiran can go ahead.

OO goBIem yuNIg Ovmo

(orasrflg | mbSISS LteTThg)

(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)

Hon. Member, what I want to ask you is, do you not
think that you all are taking over the power which had
been given to the Provincial Councils?

OO DOIBINWDHR S0

(omressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Aeunsika Fernando, why do you not raise that
when participating in the Debate? Go ahead, Hon.
Sumanthiran.

@0 8.8, y@sIBSET Swmo

(omressryifl@ eTid.6y. Lo Slresr)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

So, Sir, this is the history, as I said, of the criminal
justice system, which had become ineffective due to these
long delays.

I want to cite one or two examples. There are
examples under the ordinary laws. But, even in cases filed
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, which is a special
law under which prosecutions happen fast or are supposed
to happen in a faster pace primarily because of the fact
that confessions are used as admissible evidence, we find
trials not concluding for 20 years. One good example is

the case of the attempted murder of the former President
Madam Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga. It took
17 long years for that case to conclude. So, even in
respect of the first citizen of this country - when she was
the President, an attempt was made on her life - for the
State to prosecute the suspects, it took 17 years, to get a
judgment even in the original court.

Here, 1 want to raise another issue. There was a
couple, a Hindu priest and his wife, who were accused
among the several accused in that case. The man was
convicted and received sentences running consecutively
for several hundreds of years. But, the wife was acquitted
of all charges. After 17 years, she was acquitted and in all
those 17 years, she was in remand. She, now, has to get
treatment for mental health. This is just one example
where even with regard to the so-called "victim", it took
17 long years for justice. But, with regard to the suspects
also severe injustice was made. I cite this example
because it is a poignant one to be able to point out that
from all sides, people have suffered because of these long
law's delays. So, it is not in the interest of anyone or in
the interest of any orderly society for cases, particularly
serious criminal cases, to drag on like this.

Now I must commend some of the petitioners who
went before the Supreme Court challenging the
provisions of this Bill. I must also disclose the fact that I
appeared myself in this matter for certain interventions
and supported the provisions of the Bill. Some of the
petitioners raised a very important question, that it
violated the Thirteenth Amendment. They raised the issue
that after the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution,
the original criminal jurisdiction in a particular province
lay only with the Provincial High Court and not the High
Court of Sri Lanka. That seems to be the case and I think
the Supreme Court also has upheld that provision. So,
all of those who challenged this Bill, thank you for
strengthening devolution. All these years we thought
there was no devolution of judicial power, but now you
have gone to court and established that judicial power is
also devolved under our Constitution. Be that as it may.
That change is being made in the Committee Stage
Amendments, that it will be before the Provincial High
Court, because it is the Provincial High Court that has
jurisdiction over original criminal matters. Until now,
since 1987, when the Thirteenth Amendment was brought
in, I do not think that this has been followed. They
followed a system of judicial zones as a matter of
administrative practice. But as a matter of constitutional
position, this had not been followed. I hope, after this
Determination, the Attorney General will now follow the
principle that has been enunciated in this Determination
and comply with what the Supreme Court has said even
in respect of all other matters, not necessarily those that
come under the Permanent High Court at Bar.

Then, the objections that were raised with regard to
court not granting postponements and so on, have all
been dealt with by the Supreme Court. These are not new
provisions. These provisions are there or have been there
even in respect of certain other matters. Although I am
not a criminal practitioner, I know criminal practitioners
know that in respect of jury trials, day-to-day trial is the
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norm. Once the jury is constituted, you cannot be
granting long dates - three months, four months et cetera -
between dates. It has to happen day-to-day. In a sense
day-to-day trials, particularly in criminal matters - it
applies to civil matters also- is essential because even if it
is one judge hearing the case or it is the jury that is trying
the case or three judges as in the case of trials-at-bar, they
should be in a position to remember all of the evidence
sequentially being placed before them There is no point
in having long intervals between trial dates, in between
which they would have heard another hundred or two
hundred cases, for it to be humanly possible to remember
what a particular witness said on the previous date. A
witness’s evidence might actually spans several dates and
it is not possible for even a legally trained judge to keep a
track of or, remember the demeanor et cetera of a witness.
They will have to go by proceedings. So, the whole point
of a trial in open court, in public, a public hearing, would
be lost if such is the case. But here is a provision that is
being brought, not in all cases, but in certain instances,
where the Permanent High Court at Bar will hear the
cases day-to-day and no one will be the loser as a result
because even an accused before that court can actually
expect, if there are factors in his favour, for the judges to
remember those factors when they write the judgment. It
is so with the prosecution as well. No one should be able
to rely on imperfect memory of those who hear the case;
either judges or jury or whoever it maybe. A perfect
memory as much as  possible is essential before
adjudication is made, I say, particularly in criminal
matters. Repeatedly I am saying that, because it is in
those matters that a person’s personal liberty can be
deprived by the sentence that is passed. That is a very
serious matter, so care must be taken to ensure that every
bit of evidence that is placed before court is seriously
addressed, remembered, analyzed, dealt with and
pronounced upon.

So, this is the system that is sought to be brought. Not
just one judge but three judges - three legally trained
minds - would be addressing that issue. According to the
new Amendment that will be brought in, they will be
appointed by the Chief Justice himself.  So, there is
complete independence in the manner of choosing who
those judges would be in those Permanent High Court at
Bar and instead of one judge you have three judges
addressing their minds to the matter. So, I would say
great care has been taken to ensure that justice is done,
that the guilty is punished and also the innocent will not
be punished, that all legal and factual matters can be dealt
with fully before the court makes an adjudication in
respect of these matters.

The other is shortening the time for appeals. There can
be one appeal, but that is sufficient because when you
have a matter that has been heard by three judges and a
decision made, there will be no necessity for two appeals,
and therefore, one appeal to the apex court is more than
sufficient. Presently, when there has been a trial-at-bar, it
is a bench of five Supreme Court judges who have to hear
that appeal. So, you would have had three judges at the
level of High Court and if there is an appeal, five judges
at the highest level who heard the case before a final
decision is made.

So, there is nothing to really complain about this
institution that is being set up. It cannot be called “witch-
hunt” by any means. It is designed in the best interest of
disposing serious issues bringing the crimes before court
and the courts to make an adjudication on that, but also all
rights that accused before court have hitherto enjoyed will
continue to be theirs. There is nothing that is being taken
away in this special process. As for myself, I commend
the move by the Hon. Minister of Justice for having
brought in this important Amendment through which
Permanent High Courts at Bar can be set up in every
province or in certain provinces where that is required.

I also want to place on record the work that was done
in this respect by the previous Minister of Justice who is
here, the directions that he gave, and the Sectoral
Oversight Committee which worked on this process and
all Members in that Committee who gave off their time
and had long discussions with the various institutions
before this draft Bill was approved by that Committee. It
is hoped that the beginning that we envisaged today with
the establishment of this Permanent High Court at Bar,
we will see a new chapter dawning in disposal of cases in
the country dealing with serious crimes, particularly, in
the area of corruption, bribery and other financial crimes
and the impunity that has hitherto been enjoyed by
various personalities of all political hues, will be brought
to an end. We can all be proud that this Parliament
brought in this mechanism and established this Permanent
High Court at Bar which would render justice to all.

Thank you.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER /eft the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
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Hon. Member, you can commence your speech.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - State Minister of Power and

Renewable Energy)

OO Bewdss m0m ©wisdn®d, 0 O I
2DED o 20 BEAcD YEO N0 EnBdsin
[CXLILN

LMHm)Lb

05 SOE 86Dk Dwmo
(orevorLyfl@ aflwev af reuniF)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

0 Bewdss 02 08B

(oresryllg Gwdbsaisr Ursls sallFreart ojeurssir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, what is your point of Order?
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Hon. State Minister, continue your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. Next, the Hon. A.D. Susil
Premajayantha. Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

I propose that the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARD ANA took the Chair.
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Mr. Presiding Member, it is a very privileged
occasion for me to speak on the Second Reading Debate
of the Judicature (Amendment) Bill. Actually, this is not
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a new thing or a magic because this is the setting up of a
special court to prosecute white-collar crimes. The Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara wanted the provisions for murder
cases also to be included in this, but actually, only the
provisions for white-collar crimes have been included in
this. There are white-collar crimes which come under the
Penal Code also like cheating offences, criminal breach of
trust, cheating by falsification, theft, offences on money
laundering and bribery. So these white-collar crimes that
have been held up needed to be expedited for justice to
take place.

Sir, as you know, one of the important tenets of law is
how the legal process works very quickly. That is very
important. The legal process has to move very fast; it cannot
be held up for two, three years. Once a ‘B’ Report or an
indictment is filed, there has to be a very quick legal process.
Therefore, a Special High Court for Commercial Law was
established about 15 years ago. I myself as a young lawyer
started my practice mostly in the Commercial High Court of
Sri Lanka in the Western Province. So, there is nothing new
in this. Although the Opposition tries to make it out to be
that the cases are going to be political cases, that is not the
case, because ultimately the Attorney General will have to
present the case to court with the evidence before him and of
course, the person who is charged has a very equal right to
defend himself.
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Now, in this instance also, if the Government or any
government wants to prosecute somebody, there has to be
a certain body of evidence against that person. For
example, if somebody is laundering money, he knows
very clearly that he has to set up a system. Under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, certain companies
have to be established; dummy companies have to be
established; those money has to be cleared through
dummy companies and it has to come to certain banks.
Then, you can trace it.

I still believe that the Attorney General's Department
is a very good department and an independent
department. So, it can make these decisions. Our
Government is honestly not pressurizing the Attorney
General's Department to prosecute people. What we want
is that the legal process must move forward expeditiously
and very quickly, if evidence is there. We find that the

legal process is not fast enough to move forward in these
matters. Actually, the legal process is very slow in Sri
Lanka. It is very frustrating even for lawyers like us to
work in this legal system, because it takes years for a case
to be heard.

Now, some of these cases against politicians,
particularly members of the Rajapaksa family, have come
before Courts, then, they are delayed for another three
months; they are laid by; again they are called and again
they are delayed for another four months. So, that is what
we are objecting to. It can be A, B, C, D or E. What we
want is a very expeditious process where the law is
properly adhered to and people are given the choice and
the freedom to defend themselves.

Therefore, I welcome this Bill and hope that the
Judicature (Amendment) Bill will be a historic Bill so
that all these white-collar crimes - embezzlement, fraud,
money laundering, cheating, corruption - in Sri Lanka can
be looked into and cases can properly be prosecuted very
quickly through the establishment of this Special Court.

I hope the Opposition also sees it in this light. It is
not an act to make political victimization, because
ultimately, at the end of the day, it is a court - in a court,
there are two sides. The judge must be independent, the
two opposing counsels must be strong and the
judgements must be based on the evidence that is there.
So, it is that procedure that is still in place. You cannot
take that procedure away. So, I think on the long run, this
will be a Special Court that will try, hear and determine
the trials of the white-collar crimes which are rapidly
increasing in our society. I think this is a good move and
we, in the Government, welcome it and hope that the
Judicature (Amendment) Bill will be passed today.

Thank you, very much.
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“the High Court of the Republic of Sri Lanka and such other Courts
of First Instance, tribunals or such institutions as Parliament may
from time to time ordain and establish.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE /eft the Chair, and
THE HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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Voting is in progress.

@® @OeI@DE S¥¢cs E@ gIo®w emE .
(B)F5B5 L1LIGHNV 615 Gls (HILIL) DY TLDLILOTETS)
(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)

OO DOIBNBHD S

(omedsTLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BBs® OTFOCeO »O® drics ymwor BHEOO «@®
25y Bedmdr »O, OGS B CESHsID.
Anybody who finds it difficult, please raise your hand.
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There seems to be a few of them: Hon. Gamini Lokuge,
Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane, Hon. Salinda
Dissanayake, Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam and the Hon. D.M.
Swaminathan. ©6; 8.9¢. AHENTY e @ISO
B3¢ g BIOD 1d® guweymdn Beds A0 euB wmdo.
Have the others voted? The names will appear on the digital
screen. - [[nterruption.] ©; @853¢ Bewarywm O3B n@0ns)
Ex¥es gmn BBe® gungmdn Hedm D oud wmdl.
RIRE Er¥ew ooy e®R emYPBHO vwde, 86 LD?

@G ©3857¢ ezt Onmo

(oressryllg #redhs SHFTHrsSs)
(The Hon. Salinda Dissanayake)
861d0D.

OO DB

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O B5¥cs ooy BGdRD. ©d RECBESHTEWE
O35 n®A, are you for or against?

O ®. DECBESTHBN® B0
(wreryfl@ . s1emre T swrdlmisib)
(The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam)

9} Lb.

OO DDIBNBD )

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. D.M. Swaminathan, are you for or against this
Bill?

®0 8.98. 00®x20¢sT wmo
(oreTyLdlE 1q..6TID. SeuTLOHTS60T)
(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)
For.

OO DIBINWBDHR) S0

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiT e

(The Hon. Speaker)

©01 ®8€ ecimed @xIFn@o), are you for or against?

®OS ©8 eEined v
(wrewryll@ srifest Glevrd@Gs)
(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)

86 d08.

OO DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O (49D8w) BV Qeddm OEn®s
5616:@&;?

slse,

@0 (49D8w) AT RdEDD Swno
(oressryll@ (STHIF) LbHSIeV @smTougeoT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
B86&aA.

BxY¢aws G 8Ly eego-
6ursGlBHLILAeT LilsoT -
On conclusion of the Voting -

OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The names have appeared. G €m0 RO ¢5d
BE0E O 1ed wewst Ox O Im ACRHID.

@@ @OeIed swm wewsl HO wwr wbwedd ¢ IO
800,00 gebazies omEss.

(B)si Cousmenufls),  Hypeupd  GLuLiseir — FLITLOMITL LISS)Q 66T
1 D) Blewuflsl) gsmevsrL M550 1 %)

(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)

Sy svve SOLO ¢30 swm qaedr &8¢ - ved 117:
8D 50: 8,628 83 0 wpy0dsy ed¢eedw.

BlavgBresfluish)  eurdels@LiL)  @pewmSBIenTEIS  LITTTEG LT
Ibss): Frivrs 117, siglrrs 50, sapsilsrenw O,

According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 117:
Noes 50: Abstain 0.

G 001. Sarath Amunugama Yes
G 002. Mangala Samaraweera Yes
G 003. Nimal Siripala de Silva Yes
G 004. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera Yes
G 005. John Amaratunga Yes
G 006. Lakshman Kiriella Yes
G 007. Ranil Wickremesinghe Yes
G 009. Gayantha Karunatileka Yes
G 011. Rajitha Senaratne Yes
G 012. Rishad Bathiudeen Yes
G 014. Sajith Premadasa Yes
G 015. Malik Samarawickrama Yes
G 017. Tilak Marapana Yes
G 018. Mahinda Samarasinghe Yes
G 019. Wajira Abeywardana Yes
G 022. S.B. Nawinne Yes
G 023. Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka Yes
G 024. Patali Champika Ranawaka Yes
G 025. Mahinda Amaraweera Yes
G 026. Navin Dissanayake Yes
G 028. Duminda Dissanayake Yes
G 029. Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa Yes
G 030. P. Harrison Yes
G 031. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara Yes
G 032. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe Yes
G 033. Arjuna Ranatunga Yes
G 034. Palany Thigambaram Yes
G 035. Chandrani Bandara Yes
G 036. Thalatha Atukorale Yes
G 037. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam Yes
G 039. Abdul Haleem Yes

G 040. Sagala Ratnayake Yes
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[0St mSavywemn®)

G 041.
G 042.
G 043.
G 044.
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 051.
G 052.
G 054.
G 055.
G 056.
G 059.
G 060.
G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
GO71.
G 072.
G 074.
G 075.
G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 079.
G 080.
G 081.
G 082.
G 083.
G 084.
G 085.
G 086.
G 087.
G 088.
G 089.
G 090.
G 091.
G 092.
G 093.
G 094.
G 095.
G 096.
G 097.
G 099.
G 100.

Harin Fernando

Daya Gamage

Faiszer Musthapha
Ravindra Samaraweera
Piyasena Gamage
Lakshman Senewiratne
V.S. Radhakrishnan
Niroshan Perera

Ruwan Wijayawardene
Mohan Lal Grero

A.D. Premadasa
Vijayakala Maheswaran
Wasantha Aluwihare

Eran Wickramaratne

Ajith P. Perera
Weerakumara Dissanayake
Muthu Sivalingam

Ameer Ali Shihabdeen
Lasantha Alagiyawanna
Indika Bandaranayake
Dunesh Gankanda

Anoma Gamage

Ashok Abeysinghe
H.M.M. Harees
Karunarathna Paranawithana
H.R. Sarathie Dushmanth
Palitha Kumara Thewarapperuma
Manusha Nanayakkara
J.C. Alawathuwala

Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana
Lucky Jayawardana
Vadivel Suresh

Edward Gunasekara

M.S. Thowfeek

Ananda Kumarasiri
Ranjith Aluvihare
Abdullah Mahrooff

Sirinal de Mel

Anura Sidney Jayarathne
K.K. Piyadasa

Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne
A.A. Wijethunga
Buddhika Pathirana

Ajith Mannapperuma
Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
Hector Appuhamy
Thushara Indunil Amarasena

A. Aravindh Kumar

208Ee@sIndD

G 102.
G 104.
G 105.
G 106.
G 107.
G 108.
G 110.
G111.
G112.
G 113.
G 114.
G 115.
G 116.
0 007.
0013.
0O 016.
0017.
0 021.
0 025.
0 026.
0 028.
0 029.
0 030.
0 031.

Ashoka Priyantha

Nalaka Prasad Colonne
Chandima Gamage
Kavinda Heshan Jayawa
Mylvaganam Thilakarajah
Ravi Karunanayake
Mohamed Navavi

Sujith Sanjaya Perera
Hirunika Premachandra
Bandula Lal Bandarigoda
M. Ibrahim Mohammad Mansoor
S.M. Marikkar

Imran Maharoof

Mavai S. Senathirajah
Dinesh Gunawardana
Wimal Weerawansa
Vasudeva Nanayakkara
Selvam Adaikkalanathan
Seeniththamby Yoheswaran
S. Shritharan

M.A. Sumanthiran

Gamini Lokuge

C.B. Ratnayake

Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena

0O 032.Keheliya Rambukwella

0 033.
0 035.
0 036.
0 038.
0 044.
0O 045.
O 046.
0 047.
0 048.

Kumara Welgama
Johnston Fernando
Chandrasiri Gajadeera
A.D. Susil Premajayantha
I. Charles Nirmalanathan
S. Viyalanderan
Gnanamuthu Srineshan
Shanthi Sriskandarasa

S. Sivamohan

0 049.S.M. Chandrasena

0 050.
0 051.
0 052.
0 053.
0O 055.
0 056.
0 057.
0O 058.

0 060.

0 062.
0 063.
0 064.
0O 065.
0 066.
0 067.

Mahindananda Aluthgamage

Piyankara Jayaratne

Rohitha Abeygunawardana

Premalal Jayasekera

Duleep Wijesekara

S.C. Mutukumarana

Lakshman Yapa Abeywardene

Chandima Weerakkody
Susantha Punchinilame

Ishak Rahuman

Mujibur Rahuman

Harshana Rajakaruna

Arundika Fernando

Nimal Lanza

Wimalaweera Dissanayaka

156
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0O 068. Jayantha Samaraweera

0 069. P. Udayashantha Gunasekara
0 070. Dilum Amunugama

O 071. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva
0O 072. T. Ranjith De Zoysa

O 073. Ramesh Pathirana

O 074. Vijitha Berugoda

0 077. Thilanga Sumathipala

0O 078. Sudarshini Fernandopulle

0 079. Lakshman Wasantha Perera
O 080. Tharanath Basnayake

O 081. Jayampathy Wickramaratne
O 082. Thusitha Wijemanna

O 083. Rohini Kumari Wijerathna
O 084. Chaminda Wijesiri

O 086. Janaka Wakkumbura

O 088.Thenuka Vidanagamage

0 089. Shehan Semasinghe

0 090. Kanaka Herath

0O 091. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila
0 092. D.V. Chanaka

0 093. Sisira Jayakody

O 095. Piyal Nishantha De Silva

O 096. Sanath Nishantha Perera

O 101. Heshan Withanage

O 103. Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne
O 104. Wijepala Hettiarachchi

O 105. Mohamadu Nazeer

O 109. S. Premarathna

O 110. Tharaka Balasuriya

O 111. K. Kader Masthan

O 116. Indika Anuruddha Herath

O 043. Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran
O 112. Prasanna Ranatunga

O 113. Prasanna Ranaweera

O 114. Angajan Ramanathan

O 115. Kanchana Wijesekara

Electronic Voting Results

YES 117
NO 50
ABSTAIN 00

®S; BOE 86Dt w0
(oressryfl@ aflosd afreuni#)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

298 E3ecdes.
STUPBSBITIT.
rose.
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OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@G BOE B0 OBIB OB, IS Br5¥cw I meg

®0 O3B0

(orewrflg o mulilesigsir)
(Hon. Members)

On®1 y®rg DEI ged.

OO DAIBNWBDHR O

(omessTLLll @ FUTBTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

s5¥ees ymn BBO adwst § ©y ©® OFOCwR) 5w
0800 818Mmwewrs 8D Bewle amd OB BIes
y2n BBO g 05D, i BEOF] a8 ¢15¥ VIO
BuEecpred B157¢w 83095 WO 0n ¢d®sT.

Order, please! 8Beys $sic BOBO amd 00O vmzf
YO8 vwed LEx¥ew oY eeadsd 1178; 85dwd 50&.
B 8O vsd dx¥en ¢of wedwsd 028. o3& 8O S5d0d
Bx¥ew ¢5¥ eeasd 028. ©0; ®8éh ecmmed O n@ied
B3¢0 Ymn BBO wdwsy e Bedmdr. & amd 855
880 GO B853¢ w100 1198; 85D 528.

o2 ewmQO@sm SO epmEd o¢ O O Bwdwm &
GYBEITLIY, FL L CPSVLD BQ)TTL TLD LPeRMIUITE OB I L1011 1 Ff.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

@2 8O 62120 estrr e3O@» Tas.:
v emPum gbes ©bEe@xn mom E@wIdDO
108 gz . " [0, »ED enemloc Cws/Sus]

BTOTlbH LI L .
"FLL@pevlh  @papLl  UTTTEBLOSTIDG  (SUPYESF  FILL LT
v@wrs" [wreasrylle (S5ws]) S0ST Ys55CHTTav]

Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Thalatha Atukorale.]

0020 303005 e300 e GE
[0 D22060229@0 GEotsza038) Ses. |

Spallsh) Qyrmuiii L gj.
[omedTLyflgy FUTBTWST YouidssiT SenVewLD UBIGHTTH6T. |

Considered in Committee.
[The HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 & dws¥Fw, 25 em@send eznden w;Swed I
GRel Hewleo »o» @&

Toytp aursssi &L 1 apVgdlar LgGSurs ) pshs GousrB6lwers
SL Lol LI 1 gy

Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the BIill.
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2 O DosIBws.- (1978 gom 2 ¢o» vmdymO
122, 1280 e 1281 O e doxIB anes
£88.)

aurgaid 2. - (1978910 oy evrigeir 2910 B)evbaF
FLL §Hl60 129, 129, opmiid 12() stesrenid ydlw
Lifleysemer 2 I Lj&SSHISH60. )

CLAUSE 2.- (Insertion of new sections 124, 12B and 12C in Act,
No. 2 of 1978)

@O BE gREWICR PwnIdw

(wressryllg (SBwd) svsT 955CHTT6V)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
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®) "5 O Bged, | O ed€ed 8O 3 D odEs ¢ el (&
0d€ eem ¢ yRO D) POIWS B WEDD eI POdR
DOBIBY:-

'(7) E80 Hydo @mBmiamed g 50500

©) "5 05 89D, ' 21 05022 05 03€ 908 wosIm." "

(10) "6 2 Bed, 12 05 0d€w DFMS swm (eds @I
Fed® WOBIH:-

'12g 02 DoyBed (4) 05 cudosIBwW Yoo ' "

oowldzy BEw» wmw w» gane S@wx G, two
0@ Ses.

BUBGSBmISET GV L1 (B) Mm% el mersLiLi 1 gy.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

2 O dwrYHw, eoownddmimicewnsy, sy emidsend
@032 w0y SO HFs Gl Hewlw mom &

oyt urFED  SGESULL L UTRY  FLLAPVSEIHT LGS
B) 55 Couswr(§)oloerrs i 1 ewaruill i1 g).

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 02 DOBIBB.- (YD yrsdBed 63 O
DHsIBB weerddmw R3.)

uUTEFSLD 3. - (PB6ITeWOF FL_L 6uTdhHSSH6r 63910

iiflewed Slpss1560.)
CLAUSE 3.- (4 mendment of section 63 of the principal enactment)

OO DEN gREISR OVISw

(wraryslE (Spwg) sosr oSs1GsTTY)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

OO wIBBNOB, @ s wCHEY el ETuny

®OHO0:

"6 O 8ged, 23 05 088w IR © sun IWeds eIV Jood®

DOBIBY: -
'"aced owd cuwen odfcxn DO8am eBes’  wuod"
wslems’, 1994 gom 19 ¢om adced owd guwen oiesn
B0¥am emdssy ww e 2 O DosiBwe wdensl 88g0m

C¢ aCRY ovd cuven DI DOEOD eBusy wwId gcwed
o5 "

o0l Ew» wgme w» gamns S@w@» 8, ews
@808» S,

BImGSLD %S LILL B) Mm% M e LI/ L g

Amendment put, and agreed to.

3 O OwrYHw, woownSmimicewssy, smna emiOsend
@082 ;S8 BFws @& Bewde mom @&

Syt urFs  FBESULL L UTHY FLLAPVSBIHT LGS WIS
B) 555 Coussst(B)oweordss s’ L ewamuill_ i’ 1 gf.

Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

4 0 DesIBG.- (YD YerdBwd Hwwdm
cvecdams dmn B8O.)

uTFsb 4. - (PSHTMF FLU L UTEHSSS0 SmTLD
IL_Lsusmenten g CFiGaev.)
CLAUSE 4.-(4ddition of the Sixth Schedule in the principal enactment.)

OO DR gREeIoR OVISw
(wrabdle (Hmws) sosT S SsiGaTrD)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
OO 5IBBAROB, @ swm wewsy el @edun
®OBDa:
"11 22 89ed, 30 02 w0 31 O S € 9O mosIH."
"12 &5 89ed, 20 05 w0 21 O 0d€ 90 mostm."

@S (39D08) AT EE R DED®Y Owmo
(orevr Ll (HeorBlF) LBSIL G 6nTouTHeor)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
228 ESedds.

STWLBSTH.
rose.

®O 89RO

(oressryll@ sallFrart ojeuiaesr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

O ATEE QOID B,

@0 (39D086) AT QewDBDY Owmo

(oreT Ll (HeLTBIF) LBSIL G6nTouTSHeor)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

OG0 BB BROB, ©o #OBRBwsens’ ©w@E ®»J
o B3O gdasB. 908w B85 928uy Wmom cE@ ©®
©oerddsy wcwr BHsBneed Edn en®Be ¥
Bedmdoe?

OG DE gReISE OVxsISw
(orarLflE (Hpwd) S5 SS5IGHTTW)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)

29, BBsBnDed svBme 8 BedmDo.

@G (29D083) FsTEE QewDBID Owmo

(oressrll@ (SOTHIF) LbHSIV G6mTouiTsHewT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

PHBEHO OWOIN0D gmmWmE OO BIvdD @
Beamdoe?

OO BE gReICR Pwridw
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Thalatha Atukorale .]
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Considered in Committee.

[The HON SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. Thalatha Atukorale .]
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Considered in Committee.

[The Hon. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.54 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 10th May, 2018.
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