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The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. J.M. ANANDA

KUMARASIRI] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public

Enterprise and Kandy City Development and Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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2081/10 ¢o @B Bods 010 syed sg D B¢ Bowdon
©® 988w »SS.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@0 Bewdss mOnemn@B, Bded @080, D58S
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Question put, and agreed to.

382 gBBB e IO 3w Dadmo

ewmFTi GHUTienead M8 60 3 3 61T
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS

@G 8.9, 9053 BSsT wmo

(LomevsTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLofhST6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of
the Sectoral Oversight Committee On Legal Affairs (Anti
-Corruption) and Media, I present the Report of the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-
corruption) and Media on,

(i)  Amaradeva Aesthetic and Research Centre Bill;

(i)  Annual Report of the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Limited for the year 2012;

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of
Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media for the
year 2016;

(iv)  Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the
Sri Lanka Press Council for the year 2014;

(v)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Government Information for the year 2017;

(vi) Annual Reports of the Selacine Television
Institute for the years 2014 and 2015;

(vii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation for the year 2014;

(viii) Annual Report of the Independent Television
Network Ltd for the year 2015

which were referred to the said Committee.

300w O HIw gnweld Bewl/w mom @&
FLTLSL_ G360 3) 5 sds 1L 1_swemufl i’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

®0 98.8. 5303 BSHT Owmo

(LomessTLyL8)@ 6TLD.67. FLofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on,

()  Economic Service Charge (Amendment) Bill;
(i)  Orders under Excise (Special Provisions) Act;
(iii) Resolution under Value Added Tax Act;

(iv) Note on the Supplementary Allocations given
from the Budgetary Support Services and
Contingent Liabilities provision made under the
Department of National Budget as per the
Introduction Note of the Annual Estimates which
were referred to the said Committee.

8000w O HIw Ggpweld Bewl/w o @&
FUTLTL_ G360 3) 5% B 1_swemufl_ i’ 1 ).
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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®0; Bewdss D206
(revryllg Urdld surbmusi Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(oreworLLfl@ srevflev ambgieTC 6T S))

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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asked the Minister of Justice and Prison Reform:
(@) Will she inform this House-

(1) the total staff serving in the Department of
Prisons;

(i) the number of Grade I Jailors in it; and
(ii))  the number of Grade II Jailors?
(b)  Willshe also inform this House-

(i) the number of vacancies of Grade I Jailors
in the Department of Prisons from 2015;

(i) the number of Grade II Jailors who are
qualified to fill those vacancies;

(i)  the criteria to be adopted when filling those
vacancies;

(iv) whether arrangements will be made in
future to fill those vacancies; and

(v) if'so, the date on which it will be done?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media :
(a) Will he inform this House-

(1) the list of names of the companies that
eamed a very high income with undue
patronage and thus paid the Super Gain Tax
and the amount of money they paid as
taxes, since the Budget Proposal for 2016
says in No.207 that “ We imposed Super
Gain Tax on very high income eaming
companies who have gathered a significant
amount of profit in the recent past with the
undue patronage of the previous regime”;

(i) whether the companies that paid the Super
Gain Tax do contribute to the Government
projects under the present Government;

(iii)  whether the Ministry of Finance has granted
a special patronage for the new investment
projects started by those companies after the
Super Gain Tax was paid;

(iv) the names of the companies which paid
Super Gain Tax that were summoned to the
Financial Crimes Investigation Division for
questioning;

(v) according to financial crimes investigations,
the names of the companies that paid the
Super Gain Tax and an additional fine apart
from the tax?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister and Minister
of National Polices and Economic Affairs, I ask for two
weeks' time to answer that Question.
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asked the Minister of Social Empowerment :
(a) Will he inform this House-

(1) separately as per each Divisional Secretary's
Division the number of families living
below the poverty line out of the families
residing in the District of Rathnapura; and

(i) the steps that would be taken by the
Ministry to uplift the living standards of the
aforesaid families?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Social Empowerment:
(@) Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of beneficiaries who get
the samurdhi benefit in the country as
at today;

(i) the total amount of money allocated
for that from the Budget 2017,

(i) whether an island wide survey was
conducted with regard to those
beneficiaries;

(iv) if an allowance was given to the
officers who participated in this
survey, the basis on which it was
made;

(v) the objective of this survey; and
(vi) the amount of money spent for that
survey?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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PADDY LANDS IN DHATHUSENAPURA, KALAWEWA, MAHA
AKKARAYA AND KELANIWATTA: FREEHOLD OWNERSHIP
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asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(@) Ishe aware that -

(i) about 100 acres of paddy land from the
areas of Dhathusenapura, Kalawewa, Maha
Akkaraya Watta and Kelaniwatta have
been leased to a plantation company of
Kurunegala; and

(ii) the Divisional Secretary of Ipalogama has
informed the Ministry of Lands that the
said lands must be freed from the
aforementioned plantation company and
handed over to the tenant farmers, giving
them freechold ownership of these lands
since the tenant farmers have been
engaging in cultivation activities on land
for a long period of time?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

() whether action will be taken to grant
freehold ownership of the said lands to the
tenant farmers who have been cultivating
them; and

(i)  if'so, of the date on which it will be done?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
National Policies and Economic Affairs, I request for two
weeks' time to answer that Question.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils, Local Government and Sports)
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Sir, this is a serious question, I accept. The State
Minister was to answer this Question. She called me and
said that due to unavoidable circumstances she would not
be here today. But I take the responsibility to give an
answer within two weeks' time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You are taking the responsibility to provide an
answer in two weeks' time?
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Yes, I take the responsibility.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture :
(@) Will he inform this House -

(1) market prices of different types of fertilizers
used for paddy cultivation and other crops
during first half of year 2016 and in the year
2017 separately;

(i) whether it is admitted that fertilizer prices
have been increased in comparison to the
fertilizer prices at the beginning of year
2016;

(iii)  whether the price of a 50 kg fertilizer pack
which was at Rs.1300/- at the beginning of
year 2016 has gone up to Rs. 2900/- by
2017,

(iv) whether it is admitted that the public life
depended on  agriculture  including
plantations will face an immense setback if
fertilizer prices are not controlled or the
fertilizer subsidy is not increased in
accordance with market prices; and

(v) if so, what the proposed solutions are?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked
Supply :

@)

()

the Minister of City Planning and Water

Will he inform this House-

)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

whether he is aware that a large number of
people in the Puttalam District have to face
intense suffering due to scarcity of clean
water to drink;

which villages and Divisional Secretary's
Divisions do not have clean water to drink
within the District ;

the names of the water projects that have
been implemented so far within the District
and the number of families benefiting from
each project, separately; and

the steps that will be taken by the Ministry
in future in order to address the drinking
water crisis in the Puttalam District?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

and Disaster Management:

(@) Willhe inform this House-
(i) whether he is aware of the fact that the earth

has a sinkhole in Raththota, Helwatta
Kanda in Dambagolla;

(i) the number of houses damaged as a result of
such subsidence;

(iii)  the manner in which the Ministry intervenes
to protect the lives of the people of that
area?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Deputy Speaker,
clarifications?

can | just make some
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Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. Hon. Minister, while reiterating this
issue about the police officers’ knowledge of Tamil
language, might I say that, that proficiency in Tamil must
be such that they are able to ascertain what is happening,

not just a book knowledge. Because a group can plan an
attack standing next to a policeman, who will have no
idea as to what they are talking about. As you know, in
language, there are different levels of proficiency that you
need to have. That is one.

The other clarification is, we have come across a
number of instances because of the pressure that has been
created that the police also seem to be arresting youth
who are standing at a roadside and such, who have no
involvement in that and producing them before court
saying that they are taking action. That also needs to be
addressed.

Thank you.
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Aye.
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Bill, by leave, withdrawn.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, before that, I with to withdraw Item No. 7 on the
Order Paper.
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Does the House agree?
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(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, I made a mistake. Instead of Item No. 7, I wish
to withdraw Item No. 27 of today's Order Paper.
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DETERMINATION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION:
REVISION OF SALARY AND ALLOWANCES OF
AUDITOR-GENERAL
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, accordingly, I seek the leave of the House to
withdraw the Determination under the Constitution, under
Item No. 27 of today’s Order Paper.
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Does the House agree?
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Aye.
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Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
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Then, the Hon. Minister of Finance to move the Item
Nos. 1 to 5 of today’s Order Paper.

¢ 8 e NHEOO Bwdn e spned Svw g 1
@C BeHsY goidg (8renddm) DB v emg®sn 2018
UB O 1905 8 85:8Ee0xInd0 928ux mdmy c¢o, 2018
aeoden 0705 8 ded ¢ BEIC mr0m 6ted wEmm
A J w@axtVewsy § OB o ©wied Dabmd 2018
2enden 1805 8m 58Be®@sinDd 928ux mom ¢ A0,
0B B8Pt BBw g 2 G BEwsY ¢®cedd ewersTedw
0 s8edeen oWsicw HOB voy emP®unm 2018 ¢E e
1802 22 8:8E8e®5InDd 9B8ux mdm gD, 2018 gewvdedn
140 25 ecemyBm »Ogn (¢vew Bedd) 5w s WOWD
BEAe @@ glven ®Om wwedd wEm 0 I
©3OTVewsy § OB ®om ©w®ied D8md 2018 gevdun
230 2 880000 988w Wom @¢ OB, WK
sned Bes gm 3 80 5 ¢ wews? Bdsuem D¢ (Beds
B&EBR) vy wOer Bwu®usy nm 2018 gewddrn 0705
2m 208800 5nD0 988us mom cg® 2018 gewdun
200 8» ced §¢E BEIE midm wwiedd wEm dE &
©@BTVewWsT g OB dm 50D D8md 2018 gendedn
230 8 9@ g¢ 8 :8Ee®sInd0 9l8urw wom A
@®85Y 8w g ® 280 @ Fend.

O §eC 320, A0 D528 208 Beaxdo.

8300)¢ (8oerdd®) vy eY®B®

wgieufl (Bl HSHF) FLUL eLpevid
EXCISE (AMENDMENT) BILL

@¢ O 80 Bwbe® Hewlww Bwdx &
B renTLITih 10BN B TEIT HL L 66T UTHSHLILIL L.

Order for Second Reading read.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER /eft the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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®G] 08 S eBNBZ DV

(rewTyll@ rall &% menrbmw )

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on
this important Bill that has been brought in, which will
certainly increase the revenue of our country. This is a
proposal that was brought in when we presented our
Budget 2015 and Budget 2016 to facilitate a cleaner,
quicker and decisive revenue collection and to get
revenue from people who really produce this type of

items. So, I am happy that this Bill has been brought in
today and that we are able to legislate it and ensure that
we are able to take benefit of it. But, this alone maybe
insufficient, because the decision-making has to be clear,
consistent and coherent. That is the reason why today we
see that there is a drop in revenue taking place in our
country. Being the former Minister of Finance, I must
confess that there is a necessity to increase the fiscal
space in this country. Revenue has to be increased, the
cost has to be controlled and through that process,
increasing of fiscal space is the only way that we could
get this country off the ground.

Today, you could see that the world is in turmoil. It is
not only little Sri Lanka that is affected like a leaf in the
wind. You could see the world is going through this
turbulent time simply because there are demands that are
insatiable and the supply is limited. So, we have got to
take decisions when listing out priorities to make what is
good for the country.
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I propose that the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake do now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. BIMAL RATHNAYAKE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara.
You have 17 minutes.
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Hon. Presiding Member, 1 would like to quote the
leading news of today's "Daily News":

"President Maithripala Sirisena appoints Commission to review
public sector salaries

President Maithripala Sirisena proclaimed the establishment
of a Special Commission to make recommendations to
provide an optimal salary structure for the state sector devoid
of salary anomalies."
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes left.
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)
Thank you.
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(The Hon. P. Harrison)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. MAYANTHA DISSANAYAKE left the Chair,
and THE HON. MYLVAGANAM THILAKARAJAH took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera.]

D90 e50900PE e300 DR GE
[0 Boewlehs m02r09@ &Eesz200;8) Sa. |

G apellsh yrmusii L gj.
[wresryflg ATBFE FLTBTWST YauiHer Se0VOL UBIGHTTHENT.]

Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

@2 8O EwWle2320 e3en 6308 Se.:
"o emQ@um gbew @8Be®y oW ©wIOMO

8198 @2 ." [0 @ 8@550 w2 |

BTToflbs I 1 .
"FL L @peVLD UpapLl LITTTEIBLOGTNSG &PeysSGF FIL L LiLipwrs" -

[yl wmser Fwrafy]

Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”

- [The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 8 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 9.- (Powers of the Centre.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 9, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 11.- (Fund of the Centre.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 21 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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EXCISE (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) ACT: ORDER

I

O Do BOSSS Dwmo
(orewr Ll wmisear Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
Sir, I move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media
under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989
relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2066/40 of 12 April 2018, which was presented on 07.08.2018, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"

g S@esz 8z, esem e3®@» Ses.
aflsorr Bl LI (5 eTmmys Clsmerem LI L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

I
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
Sir, I move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media
under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989
relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2068/9 of 24™ April 2018, which was presented on 07.08.2018, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Question put, and agreed to.



1477 208Bedsind 1478

111

OS] Do BOSSS Dwmo
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
Sir, I move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media
under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989
relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2071/16 of 15" May 2018, which was presented on 07.08.2018, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Next, the Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar. You have only
five minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have only one minute more.
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Okay, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.31 p.m. until 10.00 a.m. on
Friday, 24th August, 2018.
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