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Preface

Since 1911, the people of Sri Lanka had been in the practice of exercising their democratic
rights by electing their representatives to elected bodies for more than a century. Today, the
citizens of Sri Lanka practice this“Representative Democracy” through Presidential,
Parliamentary, Provincial Councils and Local Authority elections. The system of electing
representatives to the various representative bodies,their administrative structures, procedures
to conduct elections and the powers of the Election Commission and elected bodies are built
into the 1978 Constitution and related amendments.

The Provincial Council System in Sri Lanka was introduced by the 13™ Amendment to the
Constitution and the Provincial Councils Act No. 42 of 1987. Under this Act, 9 Provincial
Councils were established in the country, namely, Western, Central, Southern, Northern,
Eastern, North Western, North Central, Uva and Sabaragamuwa. Provincial Council members
were thereafter elected using the principle of “Representative Democracy” and adopting a
‘Proportional Representation’ election system based on the administrative districts of each
province as the constituents to conduct the elections. In this system, 437 provincial council
members were to be elected from 25 constituents (administrative districts) to the 9 Provincial
Councils. In addition, 2 members were added through 2 bonus seats given to the party or the
independent group that obtained the highest number of votes at provincial level to form the
Provincial Governments until the year 2017.

The Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No. 17 of 2017 provided for a new,
mixed (First-Past-the Post/Simple Majority and Proportional Representative) system of
elections, where 50% of the members for an administrative district should be elected through
electorates under the simple majority system and another 50% of the members through the
district level proportional representative (additional list of members) system. Under the
relevant Acts, HE, the President, appointed a Delimitation Committee on 04.10.2017
comprising 05 members, with a mandate to delimit such electorates and submit its report
within a period of four months from its date of appointment. The Committee was provided its
legal mandate in Section 3 A (1) to 3 A (11) of the Provincial Councils Elections Act No. 2 of
1988 as amended by the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No. 17 of 2017.

The Delimitation Committee called for written submissions from interested political parties,
public organisations and the general public and held public hearings in 25 districts. The
Committee received 678 responses (both written and verbal) from the public for consideration
in the discharge of its mandate. The committee discussed and incorporated the submissions that
were relevant to its mandate to demarcate 222 Provincial Councils electorates within 25
administrative districts to elect 50% of the members based on the simple majority system to the
9 provincial councils. This Report is the outcome of that exercise.

The Report comprises 2 volumes. Volume 1 contains 4 Parts. Part I, The Delimitation Process,
contains chaptersl and 2. Part Il, The Demarcation of Electorates, contains Chapters 3 to 11.
Part 111, Boundary Schedule of Electorates,contains chapter 12, Part IV, Future Consideration
and Acknowledgements contains chapters 13 & 14 and 11 Appendices. Volume Il comprises
Maps of the 25 districts, showing the boundaries of each electorate in that district and is
published as a separate publication.

Chapter 1 is the Introduction. It describes the appointment of the Delimitation Committee, the
laws pertaining to Delimitation of Provincial Council electorates, the scope of the Committee,



the procedures followed, criteria used for demarcation of electorates and an analysis of the
submissions and proposals made to the Committee.

Chapter 2 is a General Review of the electoral system in Sri Lanka, including a brief history of
the decentralisation of powers to the provinces. Procedures, from the establishment of
Provincial Councils up to the election of members under the present system, are described in
this chapter.

Chapters 3 to 11 describe the delimitation of electorates in each district within a province that
was undertaken by the Committee. These chapters comprise one for each province. Each
chapter provides basic geographic, demographic and socio-economic information about the
province and its districts.The chapters contain district-wise analysis of the submissions and
proposals, both verbal and written, made by various stakeholders on delimitation of provincial
council electoral boundaries and the factors considered by the Committee in their delimiting of
administrative districts into electorates. The numbers, names, population breakdowns and
constituent parts of each electorate within a district are summarised in the relevant chapters
pertaining to each province.

Chapter 12 provides a detailed schedule of the boundaries of all 222 electorates in 25 districts
within 9 provinces that were demarcated by the Committee for the purpose of Provincial
Council Elections.

Chapter 13 discusses key issues highlighted by the stakeholders, including representation of
minorities, multimember electorates for multi-communities, socio-economic considerations in
the delimitation of electorates, naming of electorates and adequacy of the number of members,
and the Committee’s responses to and observations on the same.

Chapter 14 acknowledges, with respect and gratitude, the numerous institutions and individuals
who supported this endeavour, without whose varied expertise and ready assistance,this task
could not have been completed within the given time frame.

Appendices A and B provide the Constituent GramaNiladhari Divisions of each electorate and
the names and numbers assigned to all 14,021 GramaNiladhari Divisions in Sri Lanka,
respectively.

Appendices | to IX provide a record of the documents relating to the appointment of the
Delimitation Committee, the legal provisions relating to the responsibilities of the Delimitation
Committee, the newspaper notices and press releases issued by the Delimitation Committee in
the discharge of its responsibilities, the names of political parties, civil organisations and
individuals who made written representations, the names of political parties, civil organizations
and individuals who made written and verbal representations at the district level public
hearings, the data utilised by the Delimitation Committee and a photo gallery.

Delimitation Committee
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Chapter 1
Introduction
Appointment

The Provincial Councils Elections Act No.2 of 1988 (Principal Act) was enacted to make
provisions for the procedure of election of members to nine Provincial Councils and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto in accordance with the legal provisions made
in the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. The Act was attested on
27.01.1988 and was effected from 02.02.1988. Members were elected under the proportional
representative system from the administrative districts in the provinces identified as electoral
areas.The Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No.17 of 2017 (Amendment Act
2017) provided for a new mixed system of elections with fifty percent of the members for an
administrative district to be elected under the proportional representative system and the
balance number of members to be elected on simple majority system.

02. In terms of Section 3 A (1) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
the President appointed a Delimitation Committee on 04.10.2017, comprising of the following
members to demarcate electorates in each administrative district in order to enable the election
of 50% of members from the districts on simple majority system to the Provincial Council. The
Committee is constituted to include the Chairman and the two members of the Delimitation
Commission appointed in terms of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution. The notice
relevant to these appointments was published in Gazette No. 2039/29 of 04.10.2017.

Dr.K.Thavalingam (Chairman)
Prof.S.H.Hasbullah (Member)
Dr.Anila Dias Bandaranaike (Member)
Mr.P.M.Siriwardhane (Member)
Mr.S.Vijesandiran (Member)

03. The Committee appointed Mr.Saman Sri Rathnayake, a senior officer in the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service and Additional Commissioner of Elections of the Election
Commission, who is functioning as the Secretary to the Delimitation Commission, as the
Secretary to this Committee as well.

04. A Sub Committee under the chairmanship of the Government Agent of each administrative
district was appointed to assist the Committee to carry out the activities entrusted to it under
the legal provisions of the relevant Act. The Senior Superintendent of Surveys and
Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Elections of the respective district were appointed to
function as the members of this Sub-committee.



05. A Technical Committee comprising of Mr.M.M.Mohamed, Additional Commissioner of
Elections, Mr. S.Sivanandarajah, Senior Superintendent of Surveys, and Mrs.Gayani
Prematilaka, Legal Officer, Ministry of Provincial Councils and Local Government, was
appointed to obtain services required by the Committee in relation to its delimitation activities
and the members functioned on a part-time basis.

06. The office of the Committee was located in the Surveyor General’s Office building at
Narahenpita, Colombo 05. From the inception, the staff of the Delimitation Commission was
engaged to carry out the administrative, technical and secretarial work of the Committee.
Subsequently, Mr.D.P.P.Dewapriya and Mr.P.A.N.Harischandra were engaged on temporary
basis.

The Law Pertaining to Delimitation

07. The powers vested and responsibilities cast upon the Delimitation Committee can be
described in terms of Section 3A (1) to 3A (11) of the Principal Act as amended by the
Amendment Act 2017 and the appointment letters issued by HE, the President, in the following
manner.

i. In terms of Section 3 of the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No.5 of
2004, the Commissioner of Elections has determined the number of members to be
elected from each district for the Provincial Council and the major role of the
Delimitation Committee was to demarcate the electorates taking the contents in Section
3A (4) of the Principal Act to elect 50% of members so determined. This has vested the
Committee with an added responsibility of determining the number of the 50% of
members. Section 3A (4) of the Act and other major contents therein that the Committee
has to pay attention to are appended below.

“(4) In the division of administrative district into electorates, the following factors shall be
taken into consideration by the Committee:—

(a) where it appears to the Committee that, there is, in any area of an administrative district,
a substantial concentration of persons united by a community of interest, whether racial,
religious or otherwise, but differing in one or more of these respects from the majority of the
inhabitants of that area, the Committee may make such division of the administrative districts
into electorates;

(b) in making such division, the Committee shall have due regard to—

(i) the desirability of reducing to the minimum the disproportion in the number of persons
resident in the several electorates of the administrative districts within the Province; and



(ii) the geographical and physical features of the electorates.”

08.

09.

10.

11.

If the Committee is of the view that electorates should be demarcated to elect more than
one member for a particular district, taking the requirements stipulated in Sub Section 3A
(4) of the Principal Act, the Committee shall demarcate multiple constituencies.

It is the responsibility of the Committee to allocate a number and a name to every
electorate when a district is divided and the number of members to be elected from each
electorate.

The Committee is empowered to adopt the procedures and appoint officers, experts,
technical committees and sub committees required to be followed in the performance of
its duty.

The Committee should hand over the report on delimitation of electorates to the Minister
in charge of Local Government and Provincial Councils within a period of 4 months from
the date of its appointment.

The report of the Committee will be tabled in Parliament within 2 weeks after submitting it
to the Minister in order to obtain 2/3 majority in Parliament. In case the Parliament does
not approve the tabled report the Hon. Speaker appoints a Review Committee, under sub
Sections 4(12) to 4(14) of the Amendment Act 2017, chaired by the Hon. Prime Minister to
review the serial numbers of electorates, their names and boundaries.

The Review Committee appointed by the Speaker should consist of five members headed
by the Prime Minister. According to the law, the report of the Committee should be
submitted to the President in two months.

Immediately after the report of the Review Committee the President should publish the
names and the boundaries of the electorates.

The Chairman of the Election Commission has informed the Chairman of the Delimitation
Commission by his letter LAE/@eog dated 06.10.2017 of the number of members for each
administrative district determined by him according to the previous Census of Population
and Housing 2012 (CPH 2012) on the basis indicated in sub section 3 (3) of the Provincial
Councils Elections Act as amended by the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act
No.5 of 2004. The number of members for each district is given in Tablel.1.



Table 1.1: Number of Members to be Elected to Provincial Councils from

Administrative Districts

Province Administrative District No. of members to be
elected from the
Administrative District
Western Colombo 40
Gampaha 40
Kalutara 22
Central Kandy 29
Matale 11
Nuwara Eliya 16
Southern Galle 22
Matara 17
Hambantota 14
Northern Jaffna 16
Kilinochchi 04
Mannar 05
Vavuniya 06
Mullaitivu 05
Eastern Batticaloa 11
Ampara 14
Trincomalee 10
North Western Kurunegala 34
Puttalam 16
North Central Anuradhapura 21
Polonnaruwa 10
Uva Badulla 18
Moneragala 14
Sabaragamuwa Ratnapura 24
Kegalle 18




Scope of the Committee

12. Electorates have to be demarcated in the administrative districts according to the
population numbers on the basis of the CPH 2012 in order to elect half of the number of
members from each administrative district. Therefore, it would always be possible to
demonstrate differences in the population number in one electorate of an administrative
district and an electorate of another administrative district. The Committee is unable to
eliminate such a situation.

13. There are several categories of administrative units within the extents of land belonging to
all administrative districts, viz Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs), Divisional Secretariats
(DSs), etc. Delimitation had to be carried out taking their boundaries into careful
consideration because the areas of authority in such units are legally established, mapped
and the Census is conducted based on those boundaries. In the circumstances, the
Committee did not have any authority to balance the population numbers in the electorates
outside those boundaries.

14. The Committee took swift action to demarcate electorates suitably to elect 222 members
out of a total number of 437 members for the 9 Provincial Councils from the 25
administrative districts.

Procedure

15. The inaugural meeting of the Delimitation Committee was chaired by the Chairman on
09.10.2017 with the participation of all members at the office of the Committee. All the
work steps and time lines for the finalisation of the procedures, determination of the
number of members to be returned for each administrative district under the amended
Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act, methodology for collecting proposals, educating the
relevant stakeholders about the delimitation process, studying the proposals to be
received, arriving at final decisions on demarcation and the preparation of the final report
on delimitation were determined at the initial meetings.

16. It was decided to establish a Sub committee under the chairmanship of the Government
Agent/District Secretary of each district with the Senior Superintendent of Surveys of each
district and the Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Elections of each district as the other
members.

17. A paper notice on the delimitation procedure was published on 13.10.2017 for the
information of political parties, civil organizations and the public inviting proposals for
delimitation before 02.11.2017. In addition, the Members of Parliament, Secretaries of
recognized political parties and members of Provincial Councils were also invited to
forward their proposals.



18. One public hearing for each district was conducted at each District Secretariat during the
period from 09.11.2017 to 08.12.2017 to obtain the views of and proposals from the
public.

Criteria for Demarcation of Electorates
19. Criteria for Demarcation of Electorates Adopted by the Delimitation Committee

The procedure for delimitation that should be followed by the Committee is clearly elaborated
in Section 3A (1) to 3A (11) of the Principal Act, as amended by the Amendment Act 2017. In
this exercise, the Committee was required to reach consensus and ensure consistency in its
deliberations and decisions with respect to the delimitation of all electorates. Accordingly, the
Committee agreed upon the following consistent criteria with which to study the submissions
and proposals received from the populace and make its decisions:

I.  Section 3A(2): Determination of number equal to 50% of members to be elected under
electorates

The Commissioner of Elections determined the number of members to be elected from
each district to the Provincial Council taking the last Census, CPH 2012, and the extents of
lands in administrative districts in to consideration. The Committee had to decide upon the
50% number of members to be elected on the basis of electorates from each district. To
calculate such number, the number of members to be elected from each administrative district
was divided by two. The numbers of members so calculated, for 18 districts out of 25, were
integers. In the balance 7 districts, when the number was an integer and a fraction, the number
was rounded to the next highest integer, using the round half up method.

ii.  Section 3A(3): Assigning names to electorates

The Committee agreed, in the interests of consistency, to assign electorate names from the
predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of population and number of GNDs, unless there
was a historically significant name in that area that could be used.

iii.  Section 3A(4): Division of district into electorates

The Committee agreed that each electorate would comprise a contiguous area of land such
that all its inhabitants had convenient access, having given due recognition to water bodies and
mountain regions in the area. Noting that all demographic information is only available by
administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee agreed to use them as the basis
for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other
electoral boundaries for practical purposes. The Committee agreed not to split the smallest
administrative units, GNDs. It also agreed to keep DSs intact to the extent possible. However,
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if DSs were required to be split to meet other specific criteria, they would be divided into
groups of contiguous GNDs.

iv. Section 3A(4)(b)(i): Minimising disproportion in populations among electorates within a
District

In order to determine the exact number that would eliminate any disproportion, the
Committee first calculated the average population per single-member electorate in each district
by dividing the total population of the district by the number of members to be elected under
the simple majority system (Table 1.2). Since, some degree of disproportion could not be
avoided when considering the needs of communities of interest and geographical or physical
features (Section 3A(4)(b) (i) and (ii)), the Committee agreed to limit any disproportion in
populations among electorates within a district to 10% above or below the average population
per single-member electorate.

Table 1.2: Average Population per Single-Member Electorate Within
Administrative Districts as Determined by the Committee
Province District Population No. of Average
(CPH 2012) Members population per
Single-member
Electorate
| I Il v Vv
Western Colombo 2,324,349 20 116,217
Gampaha 2,304,833 20 115,242
Kalutara 1,221,948 11 111,086
Central Kandy 1,375,382 15 91,692
Matale 484,531 6 80,755
Nuwara Eliya 711,644 8 88,956
Southern Galle 1,063,334 11 96,667
Matara 814,048 9 90,450
Hambantota 599,903 7 85,700
Northern Jaffna 5,83,882 8 72,985
Kilinochchi 113,510 2 56,755
Mannar 99,570 3 33,190
Vavuniya 172,115 3 57,372
Mullaitivu 92,238 3 30,746




I ] Il v \
Eastern Batticaloa 526,567 6 87,761
Ampara 649,402 7 92,772
Trincomalee 379,541 5 75,908
North Western Kurunegala 16,184,65 17 95,204
Puttalam 762,396 8 95,300
North Central Anuradhapura 860,575 11 78,234
Polonnaruwa 406,088 5 81,218
Uva Badulla 815,405 9 90,601
Moneragala 451,058 7 64,437
Sabaragamuwa Ratnapura 1,088,007 12 90,667
Kegalle 840,648 9 93,405

The Committee further agreed that, should there be absolutely no other alternative to represent
the needs of a minority community of interest (Section 3A(4)(a)) or provide access to
inhabitants (Section 3A(4)(b)(ii)), it was empowered to demarcate an electorate where the
population would be somewhat more disproportionate than the 10% tolerance limit agreed
upon to accommodate such need.

v.  Section 3A(5) and 3A(6): Creating Multi-member electorates and returning more members
from an electorate

In consideration of Section 3A(4)(b)(i), the Committee agreed that a multi-member electorate
would be required to represent a population of that multiple of the inhabitants in a single-
member electorate, so that one or more members, representing an electorate in the district, each
represented an equivalent number of persons in that district. The Committee therefore
determined in such situations, wherever possible, to achieve the required objective, of elected
members representing different communities of interest in the district, by concentrating each
community in specific electorates, without resorting to multi-member electorates.

Analysis of Representations

20. The Committee received 678 submissions (written submissions were 294). The names of
institutions, organizations and the persons who submitted representations are given in
Appendices VI and VII. A summary of the number of submissions received is given in Table
1.3 below.
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Table 1.3: Number of Representations Received under Each Administrative

District

District No. of Submissions = District No. of Submissions
Colombo 22 Mullaitivu 17
Gampaha 40 Batticaloa 58
Kalutara 40 Ampara 67
Kandy 41 Trincomalee 59
Matale 15 Kurunegala 17
Nuwara Eliya 34 Puttalam 35
Galle 21 Anuradhapura 14
Matara 07 Polonnaruwa 06
Hambantota 06 Badulla 15
Jaffna 12 Moneragala 19
Kilinochchi 23 Ratnapura 20
Mannar 39 Kegalle 25
Vavuniya 26 Total 678

Political parties, civil organizations and peoples’ representatives in Parliament, provincial
councils and local authorities currently serving or who had served in the past, made written
submissions to the Committee or expressed their views verbally at the public hearings
conducted by the Committee on the delimitation of electorates in districts of provincial
councils. In a broad analysis of the representations made, the views expressed by them and

observations made by the Committee can be summarized in the following manner.

(a) Some GNDs and some areas which are extensive in size are unwieldy for the public to get
the services of the District Secretariats. It is not possible to make suggestions to this
Committee to rectify them. However some representations were made to the Committee to

delimit some divisions where the people’s representatives could move easily with voters.

(b) Certain disadvantageous situations faced by some stakeholders at the local authorities
delimitation process which was fielded prior to this delimitation of provincial council
electorates, were pointed out by the representatives. They drew the attention of the Committee
to take them into consideration when carrying out a delimitation process for provincial
councils and avert such situations in this exercise.
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(c) There were representations that taking the last Census conducted in the year 2012 is not
justifiable in considering population of an administrative district as a base in this delimitation
process. Due to the insecurity that prevailed in the North and the East, people who had vacated
those areas have not totally returned to their dwellings as yet and therefore the CPH 2012 does
not include accurate information of current populations in those areas. This is the reason for
such representations. Their opinion was that information on population numbers for 2016
should be taken for this purpose in those areas.

(d) It was evident through representations made to the Committee that the communities outside
the majority residing in the districts believed that they were accorded fair opportunity of
representation with the proportional representation system introduced by the provincial
councils elections since 1988. They expected the same opportunity for the minority
communities outside the majority population in administrative districts to continue with the
current delimitation exercise as well. Many of those who represented the minority communities
were of the view that it was difficult to place trust in the system of minority representation
through the selection of representatives from the additional list of nominations of political
parties and independent groups submitted for proportional representation, under the proposed
provincial councils election systems in addition to the election of representatives for
electorates. Therefore they preferred delimitation of electorates to represent minority
communities. They pointed out that at least multi-member constituencies should be introduced
for this purpose.

(e) Proposals were made to maintain a balance of GNDs attached to electorates, because
electorates are established with large extents of land, when emphasis is laid on the population
number rather than the extent of land, in order to maintain a balance in the populations among
electorates in administrative districts where the population density is low. One opinion
expressed by proponents of this idea was that both the representatives of the electorate as well
as the voter will be relieved with this arrangement.

(f) There were proposals to increase the number of constituencies for the purpose of electing
representatives. The Committee observed that such increases had taken place already when two
instances were cited by the proponents. Firstly reasonable representation of the district has
been allowed after considering the geographical features, composition of the population,
distribution of the population and area expansion of the district. Secondly the number of
representative areas in the administrative districts needs to be proportionately increased
because the numbers of representatives of local authorities have been increased with the recent

delimitation of local authority areas.
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(9) Proposals were also made to continue the currently practiced proportional representative
system for provincial councils, as it is, because there is a tendency in the country of thinking in
terms of ethnicity when demarcating a particular area to represent a particular community of an
administrative district. It was also pointed out that the proportional representative system has
been widely accepted and it has contributed more towards communal harmony than the area-
based elections system.

(h) The Committee provided ample time for interested parties to make proposals to demarcate
electorates in administrative districts under a mixed representative system for provincial
councils elections. Steps taken by the Committee to educate the respective stakeholders have
been indicated in this report at various stages. In spite of all such efforts it has been observed
that some parties do not have a clear understanding of the new representation system.
Meanwhile, many persons who came to make proposals in this regard were not prepared with
necessary facts to present their case.

13



Data sources

21. The sources for the data given in chapters 3 to 11 are as follows.

Table.1:4 Sources of Data

Type of Data

Source

1.Total Area, Land Area,
Area of Inland Waters

Department of Census and Statistics,
Statistical Abstract 2016

2. Geographical Boundaries

Survey Department, Maps of Sri Lanka

3. a) Latitudes and Longitudes

b) Elevation from Sea Level

Survey Department, Data Bank

4. Forest Cover

Forest Department, The Sri Lanka Forester,
Vol 34, 2012, Table 5, pg 9

5. Road Kilometerage

Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Economic and
Social Statistics of Sri Lanka 2017, Table
12.2

6. Economic Output

Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual Report
2016, Statistical Appendix, Table 4

7. Employment

Department of Census and Statistics, Labour
Force Survey, Annual Report 2016, Table
4.2 & Figure 4.3

8. a) Population statistics,
b) Literacy Rate
c) Administrative Structure

Department of Census and Statistics,
General Report, Census of Population and
Housing, 2012

9. Flying Distances

www.travelmath.com

www.distanceto.com (Kegalle only)

10. Electoral Structure

Department of Elections
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Chapter 2
General Review

22. This chapter presents four major subjects. The purpose of this chapter and its relevance
needs to be explained.

23. People of Sri Lanka had been in the practice of electing their representatives to the elected
bodies for a century (from 1911 to 2017). One objective of this chapter is to highlight the
importance of the process of delimitation of electorates by this Committee in the context of
delimitation during this period.

24. There is yet a second objective of this chapter. Delimitation for a mixed representation
system is another beginning of a representation system coming from the period of area-based
representation which was the original electoral system up to the mixed representation system.
In this new representation system, the voter of this country has the democratic right of
participation in the administration of the country through the decentralised administrative
authority of a provincial council. As its second objective, this chapter describes briefly how
this right in exercised.

Methodology to Elect People’s Representatives

25. .It is important to know how people participate in administration because democracy is a
system of administration with the participation of people and the power ultimately lies with the
people. Democracy today is identified as “representative democracy” because the people
participate in the administration through their representatives.

26. The administrative structure consisting of the representatives of the people and the system
by which these representatives are selected are built into the Constitution, the primary law and
the election laws of the country. The electoral system of a country can be described as a system
shaped by historical, social and political conditions of the country and amended from time to
time. There is empirical evidence that administrative systems and the systems of electing
people’s representatives in many countries have adopted the same system as the mother
countries of colonial rulers. Colonial rulers of Ceylon have thus imposed a similar pattern of
influence in this country.

27. “Representation” is described today in many ways. When a representative is selected by
electorate it is called the “representation of intentions”. The representative is supposed to
represent the electors in the Legislature and work for the benefit of the electors. There are two
thoughts of how he should behave. One is that the representative should work according to the
wishes of the elector. The other is that he should do what is best for his voter.
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28. Today the organisations called political parties put forward their members as candidates at
elections to implement the policies adopted by them. Political parties act as middlemen in this
exercise and the voter has to select one of the candidates and vote for him.

29. There are various ways of electing representatives under various electoral systems. These
systems prevailing in the world vary from one another but broadly they can be divided in to
two i.e. majority system and proportional system

30. Under the majority system, the candidate who scores the largest number of votes, i.e. first-
past-the post system (FPP), gets selected. Whether he has obtained an absolute majority is not
considered. It is called the simple majority system. At the Provincial Councils Elections, half
of the number of members from the administrative district will be elected under this system.

31. In the Proportional Representation System, the voter casts his vote for a party or an
independent group. In addition, the voter has the opportunity to express his preference for a
few candidates of the party or the group. The party or the group gets its number of seats
according to the percentage of votes it has polled. Candidates get elected according to the
number of preferences they have obtained and according to the number of seats available. This
system is currently being practiced in Sri Lanka at parliamentary elections and provincial
councils elections. The principle of this system of selection is to maintain a definite ratio
between the number of seats and the number of votes polled by them.

32. Under the Proportional Representation System some countries allow the voter to select
only the party. The order of priority in the list of candidates of these countries is determined by
the party. In countries where this list system is adopted, a break-even percentage out of the
votes polled is mandatory. This percentage was 12 %% under the Parliamentary Elections Act
of 1981 and later it was reduced to 5%. According to the original law, the parties or groups had
to submit the list of names of candidates according to an order of priority. But this system was
changed by the Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act No. 15 of 1988.

People’s Representative Bodies of Sri Lanka and Electoral Systems

33. People’s representative bodies of Sri Lanka, namely, Parliament, Provincial Councils and
Local Authorities, conduct periodical elections and elect people’s representatives. The simple
majority system of Parliamentary elections which prevailed till 1977 was changed to a
proportional representative system by the Constitution of 1978. For the local authorities, the
candidate who polled the highest number of votes out of the candidates was elected from the
1950s. From 1977 onwards, laws were enacted to adopt the proportional representative system
for these representative bodies as well. With the Provincial Councils Elections Act No 2 of
1988, the proportional representative system was adopted from the inception of provincial
councils elections in this country.

34. Besides, the Constitution of 1978 provided for the people to directly elect an executive
President by the Presidential Election Act No. 15 of 1981, and to obtain the people’s opinion
on formulating legislation directly through a referendum by the Referendum Act No 7 of 1981.
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35. Although there are some differences among the electoral systems used to elect
representatives for people’s representative bodies mentioned above, generally the electoral
systems were similar to each other. The main features of the electoral system are appended
below.

i. Election of a group of members for large electorates

ii. Handing over a nomination paper with a list of candidates to the Returning Officer by a
recognised political party or an independent group during the nomination period.

iii. Voter getting the opportunity of casting a vote for a party or group of his choice and
expressing his preference for 3 candidates representing a party or group. (Later laws
were framed allowing the voter to express all preferences for one candidate at local
authorities elections )

iv. The number of seats of parties and groups are determined by the ratio of votes obtained
by parties and groups.

v. Candidates are selected according to the order of preferences they obtained.

vi. At a Parliamentary election, 29 additional members are allocated to the parties/ groups
according to the total number of votes they obtained in the entire island. (according to
Article 99A of the Constitution)

vii. At provincial councils elections, two additional seats are allocated as bonus seats to the
party or group which polled the majority of votes in the districts of a province, in
addition to the number of seats obtained according to the ratio of votes.

viii. At a Parliamentary election, firstly 2 seats are allotted to the party/group which polled
the highest number of votes and the balance number of seats is allotted to the parties and
groups according to the ratio of votes polled.

ix. When a vacancy occurs in Parliament, the Returning Officer appoints the next person in
the nomination list of the party/group to which the vacancy belongs.

X. In case a vacancy occurs in a seat elected under Article 99 of the Constitution the
vacancy is filled with a nomination obtained from the party/group.

36. Elections conducted at local, provincial and national levels for people’s representative
bodies are based on the proportional representative system. Shortcomings in this system
followed after 1977 have been pointed out by many as follows:

I. There is no particular representative accountable for one particular area.

ii. Relevant parties have to spend significantly for election campaigns when the electorates
are very large.

iii. Conflict situations arise among the candidates of the same party/group who aspire to
obtain the highest number of preferences and this leads to violence.

iv. Parties or groups tend to select persons with high financial capacity in order to meet the
campaign expenses and this would allow socially unsuitable persons to enter the fray.

v. Complexity of the count and working out the results.

37. The Legislature of the country was of the view that the proportional representation
electoral system should be revised and a Parliamentary Select Committee was appointed by
Parliament in the year 2007 to study and propose recommendations.
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38. The Interim Report of this Special Committee was published in the Parliamentary Series
No. 08, of the Sixth Parliament (Second Session).

39. The following recommendation appears in the Interim Report of the Special Committee.

“Having considered the representations received and the recommendations of the Ministry of
Local Government and Provincial Councils, The Committee is of the view that the present
system based on proportional representation and preference voting should be replaced by a
mixed system of election combining first-past-the post and proportional representation system
on a 2:1 ratio which is in line with the proposed Parliamentary election system”.

Delimitation of Electorates

40. It was in the year 1911 that a section of persons in Ceylon got the experience of electing
representatives from the electorates demarcated in the island to the legislature for the first time.
The main legislature of the country which was in operation from the time before Independence
was named in different ways till 1978. The law and the procedures of election of
representatives to the legislature have undergone various changes during that 70 year period. In
1911, a limited number of Ceylonese who were limitedly privileged were allowed to exercise
franchise under the colonial rule to elect 4 peoples’ representatives for 4 electorates to the
legislature on the first-past-the post basis. Details of the administrative districts of each
electorate were described in sections 3 to 5 of Ordinance No 13 of 1910.

41. Ceylonese people have had a long experience in electing representatives to local authorities
as well. Only a portion of members of the Legislative Council were elected through such
elections from 1911 to 1930. Four (4) members in the year 1911, 16 members in the year 1920
and 29 members in the year 1923 were elected to the Council. Boundaries of the electorates
were determined on the boundaries of the then administrative divisions and therefore, the
extents of land area and the population numbers were not taken into consideration. As a result,
there were high discrepancies in the numbers of electors and extents of electorates. The
multiplicity of qualifications to become voters, which prevailed at the time, also had a heavy
bearing on the discrepancies among electorates. One significant feature in this system was the
allocation of seats exclusively for the representation of one ethnicity.

42. A Delimitation Commission was appointed in the year 1931 to demarcate electorates to
establish the State Council. In this delimitation, boundaries of revenue divisions, chief
headman’s divisions and judicial divisions of local authorities were taken as the bases. This
Commission comprised a chairman and two members appointed by the Governor. This
delimitation was based on the provinces and the number of electorates so demarcated was 50.

43. On 11.08.1933 a Delimitation Commission was appointed with 3 members. This
Commission changed only the boundaries of electorates of the State Council.
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44. Electorates were established for a Parliament thereafter. Three members were appointed to
the Delimitation Commission by the Governor under Article 76 of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Council 1946. The functions of this Delimitation Commission were described in
Articles 41 and 76. The Commission was mandated to determine the number of electorates in
the nine provinces on the basis of one electorate for 75,000 persons and 1,000 sq.km. The
number of electorates for one province based on the extent was given in Article 41(2). The
total number was 25. Legal provisions were there to consider social aspects and the
composition of ethnicities in the demarcation. The total number of electorates established was
89. The number of returned members inclusive of multi-member electorates was 95. As per the
recommendation of this Commission, 5 multi-member electorates were established and, if the
Governor was of the opinion that any community was not adequately represented after an
election, he could appoint six members to the House and thus, the number of members would
become 101.

45. The next delimitation of electorates was effected in the year 1959 under that Constitution.
The maximum limit in the number of electorates given in Article 76 was removed at this stage.
In place of the number of persons in the determination of electorates, the Commission was
directed to change this to the number of citizens of Ceylon. The role of the Commission was
subject to change as a result of the Ceylon (Constitution) (Amendment) Act No. 4 of 1959. In
accordance with the recommendation of this Commission, the Island was divided into 145
electorates and this consisted of 5 multi-member seats. The total number of members to be
elected to Parliament was 151.

46. The directives to the Delimitation Commission given in the Constitution of 1946 had been
changed by this time due to Articles 77 to 81 of the Republic Constitution of 1972 and the First
Amendment to the Constitution made in February 1975. This time the directive was to create
an electorate for 90,000 citizens. With this Amendment the total number was 160 electorates,
including 6 multi-member electorates, and the total number of members to be elected increased
to 168.

47. According to Article 95 of the Second Republic Constitution of 1978, the Delimitation
Commission appointed in November 1978 had to engage in a one-time exercise of delimitation
of electorates. A singular incident at this instance was that for the first time a delimitation
process had to be carried out for a proportional representation electoral system. The
Commission was tasked to divide the entire island in to not less than 20 and not more than 24
electoral districts without changing the existing administrative district boundaries and to give
each of them a name and a number. Four members had to be fairly distributed among
electorates in a province. The total number of members to be so divided in 9 provinces was 36.

48. It was significant that there were no other criteria laid down according to the provisions of
the Constitution. The main reason was that the Commissioner of Elections had to determine
every year after enumeration of electors, taking into consideration the number of voters in
electorates, how the 160 members of Parliament should be distributed among the electorates
recognized by the Delimitation Commission.
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49. The legislation for proportional representation to the provincial councils and local
authorities was enacted and the system was implemented to elect representatives after 1978.
Thereafter the Parliament was keen to introduce a mixed electoral system of both proportional
representation and election on an area-based system. Till the year 2012, it was the duty of the
subject minister to determine the number of representatives to a local authority and to
determine its area of authority, when a local authority is created according to the Councils
Ordinance, Urban Councils Ordinance and the Pradeshiya Sabha Act. After 1977, members of
local authorities were elected under a proportional representative system and therefore the
entire local authority area was considered as one electoral area without any division thereof
and one group of representatives could be elected. But with the Local Authorities Elections
(Amendment) Act No. 22 of 2012 a delimitation policy was introduced to elect a portion of
representatives of a local authority based on the area as determined by a Delimitation
Committee.

50. Sixty percent (60%) of the members of a local authority are to be elected on the basis of
representative areas through simple majority and 40% of members are to be elected on the
basis of proportional representation according to the amendments effected to the Local
Authorities Elections Ordinance during the period 2012 to 2017. Amendments also have been
introduced to the Ordinance enabling a number of youth and women to be elected.

51. The subject minister in charge of local government appointed a committee on 07.12.2012
consisting of 5 members to delimit the local authority areas. The bases to be followed are
enshrined in the relevant laws. Single member and multi-member constituencies can be
demarcated according to the laws. The Committee report comprising of numbers and names of
divisions, the number of members to be elected to the local authorities is submitted to the
President by the minister and then the minister appoints a committee to review the divisions.

Devolution of Power, Establishment of Provincial Councils and
Representing Provincial Councils

52. The province, the largest administrative land unit introduced by British Colonial rule in its
history of administration of this country, has been subjected to a historic evolution influenced
by administrative, social and political changes over time.

53. The Donoughmore Commission, appointed by the British Colonial government in 1931 to
study administration of this country and make recommendations, recommended establishing a
larger unit of “province” because the districts at that time in the Kandyan and maritime areas
were large in number. Consequently 5 provinces were created in place of the four
administrative units i.e. 22 districts, 9 disawanis, 4 provinces and an island (Delft). They were
declared on 01.10.1832 as Northern Province, Southern Province, Eastern Province, Western
Province and Central Province.

54. Those 5 provinces were revised from time to time and increased to 9 provinces. The North
Western Province was established in 1845, North Central Province in 1873, Uva Province in
1886 and Sabaragamuwa Province in 1889. The importance placed on these provinces was
reduced later because revenue administration based on districts became central. Later the
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district became the administrative area of the Government Agent by the Administrative
Districts Act of 1955 and as a result the significance of the Province as the operative
headquarter of administration was lost.

55. The legislature consisting of native people’s representatives was keen to use the district
administrative unit to reach developmental objectives for the benefit of the people. The
government attempted to execute various activities through heads of the districts, the
Government Agents (GAs). Administrative districts became the centre for administration to
coordinate divisional developmental activities and through the Government Agent inequalities
of divisional development were minimised, backward areas were brought to the forefront and,
special programmes for poverty alleviation were conducted through GAs. The decentralised
budget became an important area under the GAs. Divisional development programmes with
donor funding were monitored through GAs. Through all these programmes and activities,
powers and functions of the GAs were enhanced. These were evident during the decades of the
1960s t01980s.

56. Shortfalls in the divisional development strategies were evident from time to time. There
were drawbacks in the enforcement of the authority of officers. Ministries and Departments
centralised in the capital were enforcing their authority in their own compartmentalized areas
and, as a result, the functions of these district officers were delayed. This affected the
coordination carried out by the GAs. These were viewed as weaknesses of the administration
and the people’s representatives were critical about the status quo. As they wanted to go before
the people and ask for support at the next election, they were keen to take an interest in
divisional development activities. The governments in the 1980s considered this as an
opportunity for legislature at the district level and to build a mechanism to coordinate the
development activities at the district level under the supervision of people’s representatives as
a remedy to the issues in the district.

57. District Development Councils were established by the Development Councils Act No. 35
of 1980, incorporating the town councils and village councils which were functional at the
local level in order that the people’s representatives were involved in the coordination of
development activities at the district level to achieve the objectives of divisional development.
District Members of Parliament were members of these councils and local level people’s
representatives were elected to these councils under the Development Councils Elections Act
No0.20 of 1981. An executive committee chaired by a District Minister appointed by the
President and with the participation of people’s representatives also functioned under this
system. The objective of the Development Council was to accelerate divisional development. It
was an administrative unit to steer divisional development with the participation of Local
Authorities and people’s representatives of the central government chaired by a District
Minister.

58. There were two objectives of establishing Development Councils. Firstly, it was the
decentralization of administration through a District Minister with executive powers who
coordinated development activities of the government. Secondly, it was to mobilize people’s
participation in the implementation of development activities. This Council had to carry out
planning of district development, advising on the implementation of development activities,
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evaluating the activities, taking remedial action when the activities encountered obstacles and
coordinating interdepartmental activities in the district.

59. These Development Councils did not function for a long period of time. Pradeshiya Sabhas
were established by the Pradeshiya Sabha Act No. 15 of 1987 to replace the Development
Councils.

60. Rural people, the majority of the country’s population living far away from the major
cities, were never benefited by this decentralization of local administration, as expected. Rural
areas continued to fall back and then, were lost in the dark. There was growing impatience in
the rural society due to youth unemployment, absolute poverty and land problems, as they were
living an agrarian life with many difficulties. In the 1950s, river valleys were developed,
people were settled in those areas, and action was taken to develop those areas and the
livelihoods of the farmers, supply power and take remedial action for their problems. Some
success was evident in those activities, but the land and unemployment problems of the
settlers, of the second generation and third generation were prevalent.

61. These issues resulted in unrest among youth in contemporary society. A youth uprising
emerged in the decade of 1970 in the south and later, in the Northern and Eastern provinces.
Protests against the administrative systems of government developed to the extent where the
defense of the country was at stake and led to a civil war.

62. The governments in the 1980s made many attempts to resolve these problems. Provincial
Councils of people’s representatives were established as administrative authorities in the year
1987, with the authority to facilitate the people to participate in administrative matters through
their representatives and to formulate legislation at the Provincial level.

(i) Establishment of Provincial Councils

63. Chapter XVIIA has been added to the Constitution by the Thirteenth Amendment and
26.01.1988 was nominated by HE, the President, as the effective date (Gazette N0.491/10 of
03.01.1988). Gazette N0.491/16 of 05.02.1988 was published as an order made by HE, the
President, creating 9 Provincial Councils in Schedule 9 as given below,

1.Western 4.Sabaragamuwa 7. South
2.North West 5. Central 8. North Central
3.Uva 6. Eastern 9. North

64. Provincial Councils were established according to Article 154(2)(i) through an election
conducted under the Provincial Councils Elections Act No.2 of 1988.

(i) Provincial Councils Law

65. Major legal instruments relevant to the provincial councils law are the procedures of
Provincial Councils Act No.42 of 1987 (effective date 01.02.1988), to provide legal provision
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in connection with the Provincial Council Services, Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution
and the Provincial Councils Elections Act No.2 of 1988.

(iii) Provincial Councils System

66. The law related to the Provincial Councils System appears in the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution and in the Provincial Councils Act No.42 of 1987.

67. The authority to enact statutes for the 37 subjects in the Provincial Councils list of the 9th
schedule of the Constitution is executed subject to limitations. In addition, the Provincial
Council has the authority to pass statutes with the consent of Parliament for the subjects in the
concurrent list. But the power to implement subjects of national importance is vested with the
central government. The term of office of the representatives elected under the Provincial
Councils elections law is 5 years from the date of the first meeting.

68. The President appoints a Governor to each Provincial Council with the authority to
implement executive power under Article 154(f) directly or through the cabinet of ministers of
a provincial council. The provincial council can appoint a cabinet of ministers with the chief
minister at the head and not more than 4 other ministers to aid and advise the Governor in the
exercise of his functions. This cabinet is collectively responsible and answerable to the
provincial council.

(iv) Number of Members in the Provincial Councils

69. In term of Section 2 of the Provincial Councils Act No.42 of 1987, the President should
stipulate the number of members of each provincial council taking the land area and the
population into consideration.

70. The President stipulated the number of members in each provincial council as published in
the Extraordinary Gazette 491/17 of 05.02.1988 and given in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 : Number of Members of each Provincial Council ( 1988)

Provincial Number of Provincial Number of Provincial Number of
Council Members Council Members Council Members
Western 104 Sabaragamuwa 44 South 55
North 52 Central 58 North Central 33
Western

Uva 34 Eastern 37 North 38

Source : Extraordinary Gazette N0.491/17 of 05.02.1988
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71. Subsection 3(1) of the Provincial Councils Elections Act states that the number of
Provincial Council members is the number of members to be elected from all administrative
districts plus two additional members. The purpose of adding 2 members is to give 2 bonus
seats to the party or the group which obtains the highest number of votes according to Section
61A(2) of the relevant Election Act.

(v) Number of Members to be Selected from Each District to the Provincial Council

72. In terms of Section 3 of the Provincial Councils Elections Act No.2 of 1988 the number of
members to be elected from each administrative district was determined by the Commissioner
of Elections for the purpose of conducting the first Provincial Councils Election held in the
year 1988. The basis of the population number was the Population Census of 1981. According
to Section 3(4) of the principal enactment, this determination of the Commissioner of Elections
cannot be questioned in any court of law. Under Section 2 of the Provincial Councils Act
No.42 of 1987, the President had to declare this determination of the Commissioner of
Elections.

73. The number of members to be elected from administrative districts as determined by the
Commissioner of Elections based on the square mileage of districts certified by the Survey
General and the Census 1981 is the given in Table Il in the Report of the Commissioner of
Elections on the First Provincial Council Election held in 1988.

(vi) Number of Members Elected from Administrative Districts

74. In terms of Section 3A (2) newly inserted to the Principal Act, the number of electorates
created for the purpose of electing the number of members to be elected from each district, had
to be divided by this Delimitation Committee in terms of the provisions made in this amended
Act. The Committee shall determine the 50% of the number of members to be elected for the
districts rounded to the nearest number , based on the determination of the Commissioner of
Elections in terms of the newly inserted Section 3A(2) to the Principal Act . The number of
members to be elected from administrative districts for the electorates unanimously agreed
upon by the Committee appears in Column IV of Table 2.2.
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Table 2.2 : Number of Members to be elected for Administrative Districts under Electorates as
Determined by the Committee

Province Administrative No. of Members to be Number of Members to be
Districts Elected from Each | Elected under electorates
Administrative District as from Each Administrative
Determined by the = District as Decided by the
Commissioner of Elections | Committee
(based on Census 2012)
I I Il v
Western Colombo 40 20
Gampaha 40 20
Kalutara 22 11
Central Kandy 29 15
Matale 11 06
Nuwara Eliya 16 08
Southern Galle 22 11
Matara 17 09
Hambantota 14 07
Northern Jaffna 16 08
Kilinochchi 04 02
Mannar 05 03
Vavuniya 06 03
Mullaitivu 05 03
Eastern Batticaloa 11 06
Ampara 14 07
Trincomalee 10 05
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| I 1l vV

North Western Kurunegala 34 17
Putatlam 16 08

North Central Anuradhapura 21 11
Polonnaruwa 10 05

Uva Badulla 18 09
Moneragala 14 07

Sabaragamuwa Ratnapura 24 12
Kegalle 18 09

(vii) Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No.5 of 2004

75. The number of members of a Provincial Council was given in the original Provision of the
Provincial Councils Elections Act No. 2 of 1988. Legal provisions were provided under
Section 3A to determine the number of members to be returned from districts when a
provincial councils election is scheduled to be held after a general Census. Accordingly, the
Commissioner of Elections published the number of members to be returned based on the

Census 2001 by the Gazette Notification 1919/4 of 16.12.2003. This provision was rescinded
by Section 4 of the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act No.5 of 2004, which
provided for acceptance of the original determination of the President on the number of
members to be elected to provinces as a one-time determination and to decide on the number of
electorates for districts according to the population census conducted thereafter. The number of
members determined accordingly is given in column IV of Table 2.3.
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Table 2.3 : Number of Members to be elected under Administrative Districts Determined by the
Commissioner of Elections after General Census held in 1981 and 2012

Province No. of Administrative No. of members No. of members
members District decided by the to be elected from
determined for Commissioner of  districts as
the provinces Elections after decided by the
in terms of Census 1981* Commissioner of
Section 2 of (excluding bonus | Elections after the
Act No. 42 of seats) Census 2012
1987
(excluding
bonus seats)

| | i AV V
Western 102 Colombo 43 40
Gampaha 36 40
Kalutara 23 22
Total 102 102
Central 56 Kandy 28 29
Matale 11 11
NuwaraEliya 17 16
Total 56 56
South 53 Galle 22 22
Matara 17 17
Hambantota 14 14
Total 53 53
North 36 Jaffna 19 16
Kilinochchi 05 04
Mannar 03 05
Vavuniya 05 06
Mullaithivu 04 05
Total 36 36
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| I 11 \Y, Vv

Eastern 35 Batticaloa 11 11
Ampara 14 14

Trincomalee 10 10

Total 35 35

North West 50 Kurunegala 35 34
Puttlam 15 16

Total 50 50

North Central 31 Anuradhapura 21 21
Polonnaruwa 10 10

Total 31 31

Uva 32 Badulla 19 18
Moneragala 13 14

Total 32 32

Sabaragamuwa 42 Ratnapura 23 24
Kegalle 19 18

Total 42 42

Source : Report of the Commissioner of Elections on the First Provincial Councils Elections -

1988(Table 11)

(viii) The Procedure of Electing People’s Representatives Under the new Provincial Councils

Election System

a)

b)

Two lists of nominations, i.e. candidates contesting for electorates in the administrative
districts in the province and candidates contesting for the district, are submitted at the time
of handing over nominations.

25% of the total number of candidates in the nomination papers have to be female
candidates ( Commissioner of Elections informs the concerned parties in advance of the
number of female candidates)

The voter marks the vote in the ballot paper for the party or independent group which fields

candidates.
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d) The Returning Officer will make arrangements to display the list of candidates put forward

9)

by parties and independent groups for the information of the voter. This information may
also be sent to the voter with the official poll card, though it is not a legal requirement.

The candidate who collects the largest number of votes of the contesting parties and groups
is selected for the electorate.

The total number of valid votes received by all the candidates of each recognised political
party and independent group is divided by the total number of members to be elected
(according to the electorates and on district basis). The number of votes that a party or
group should obtain (qualifying number) is calculated on this division.

The next stage of the count is to divide the numbers of votes obtained by parties/groups by
the qualifying number in order to decide the number of seats entitled to each party/group.

h) When a party/group obtains seats in excess of the entitled number of seats after dividing

the number of votes received by the qualifying number, such party/group will not be
entitled to select candidates from the district list. However, when a party or group gets a
number of seats below its entitlement in this calculation under electorates, the balance

number of members can be obtained from the district list of candidates of such party/group.
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Part 11

Demarcation of Electorates
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CHAPTER 3
Western Province

76. The Western province (WP) is located to the South West of Sri Lanka and has a total area
of 3,684 km? which is distributed as 699 km? in Colombo district, 1,387 km? in Gampaha
district, and 1,598 km? in Kalutara district. The WP is the smallest province of the country. It is
also the most densely populated and urbanised province in the country. Its area is 5.6%of the
total area of the country. The extents of land and inland waters in the province are 3,593 km?
and 91 km? respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 2.5% of the total area of the province.
The province is bounded on the North by the North Western province, on the South by the
Southern province, on the East by Sabaragamuwa province and on the West by the sea. The
estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 218 km? or 5.9% of the total area of the province.
The road kilometerage of the province was 3,649 in 2016. The commercial capital, Colombo,
and the legislative capital, Sri Jayewardenepura, are located in the WP.

77. The WP contributed 41% to Sri Lanka’s total economic output in 2015, of which it
contributed 41% of Services, 50% of Industry and9% of Agriculture. Within the WP, economic
output was mainly from Services (61%), followed by Industry (37%) and Agriculture (2%).In
2016, employment in the WP was mainly in Services (61%), followed by Industry (33%) and
Agriculture (6%).

78. The following sections will focus on some demographic aspects of the WP, based on CPH
2012 data, and the administrative, local government and polling structures of the province and
the respective districts.

Total Population, Population Density and Literacy

79. According to the CPH 2012, the total population of the WP was 5,851,130, which is
equivalent to 28.7% of the total population in the country. Out of the total population of the
province, 39.7% or 2,324,349 belonged to Colombo district, 39.4 % or 2,304,833 to Gampaha
district and 20.9% or 1,221,948 to Kalutara district. The population density in the province was
1,628 pp km? The literacy rate of the population aged 10 years and over was 98.0 % in 2012.

Population Distribution by Gender

80. The distribution of the male and female population in the province, its districts and Sri
Lanka is given in Table 3.1. It can be seen from the table that the female population
outnumbered the male population in all three districts, as in other provinces of the country.

Table 3.1: Percentage Distribution of Population by Gender - Western Province

Area Total Population Male Female
Number % Number % Number %
Colombo 2,324,349  100.0 1,140,472  49.1 1,183,877  50.9
Gampaha 2,304,833  100.0 1,116,893 485 1,187,940 51.5
Kalutara 1,221,948  100.0 591,284 48.4 630,664 51.6
WP 5,851,130  100.0 2,848,649  48.7 3,002,481 51.3
Sri Lanka 20,359,439  100.0 9,856,634  48.4 10,502,805 51.6
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Population Distribution by Sector

81. The distribution of population by sector is given in Table 3.2. The majority (60.4%) of the
population lives in the rural sector, despite comparatively higher urbanisation. The urban sector
population (38.8%) is high in the WP when compared with other provinces of the country. Out
of the total urban sector population in the country, 61.3% live in the WP.

Table 3.2: Percentage Distribution of Population by Sector - Western Province

Area Total Population Urban Rural Estate
Number % Number % Number % Number %

Colombo 2,324,349  100.0 1,802,904 77.6 513,534 22.1 7,911 0.3
Gampaha 2,304,833 100.0 360,221 156 1,943,418 84.3 1,194 0.1
Kalutara 1,221,948 100.0 109,069 89 1075246 88.0 37,633 3.1
WP 5,851,130 100.0 2,272,194 388 3,532,198 60.4 46,738 0.8
SriLanka 20,359,439 100.0 3,704,470 18.2 15,753,322 77.4 901,647 4.4

Population Distribution by Ethnicity

82. The percentage distribution of population by ethnicity is given in Table 3.3. The majority
of population in the WP is Sinhalese (84.2%). The second highest ethnic group is Sri Lanka
Moor (7.9%), followed by Sri Lanka Tamil (5.8%), while Indian Tamil and other ethnic groups
namely, Burgher, Malay, Sri Lanka Chetty and Bharatha, form 4%. Among the Sinhalese
population in the country, 32.3% live in the WP. The corresponding proportions of Sri Lanka
Tamil and Sri Lanka Moor population are 15% and 24.3%, respectively.

Table 3.3: Percentage Distribution of Population by Ethnicity - Western Province

Area Total Sinhalese Sri Lanka Indian Sri Lanka Other
Tamil Tamil Moor

Colombo 100 76.5 10.1 1.0 10.7 1.6

Gampaha 100 90.5 3.5 0.4 4.2 1.3

Kalutara 100 86.8 1.9 1.9 9.3 0.2

WP 100 84.2 5.8 1.0 7.9 1.2

Sri Lanka 100 74.9 11.1 4.1 9.3 0.5

Population Distribution by Religion

83. The percentage distribution of population by religion is given in Table 3.4. The majority of
the WP population is Buddhist (73.4%), followed by Roman Catholics (11.1%) and followers
of Islam (8.6%). Among the total Buddhist population in Sri Lanka, 30.1% live in the WP. The
corresponding proportions of Hindu, Islamic, and Roman Catholic population are 10.9%,
25.5% and 51.7%, respectively.
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Table 3.4: Percentage Distribution of Population by Religion - Western Province

Area Total Buddhist Hindu Islam Roman Other
Catholic

Colombo 100 70.2 8.0 11.8 7.0 3.0

Gampaha 100 71.3 2.3 4.9 19.5 2.0

Kalutara 100 83.4 3.2 9.4 3.3 0.7

WP 100 73.4 4.8 8.6 11.1 2.1

Sri Lanka 100 70.1 12.6 9.7 6.2 15

Administrative, Local Government (LG) and Polling Structure

84. Information on the Administrative and Local Government (LG) structure of the WP is
presented in Table 3.5.

Table 3.5: Administrative and LG Structure - Western Province

Area Divisional Grama Municipal Urban  Pradeshiya

Secretariat Niladhari Councils Councils Sabhas

Divisions Divisions

Colombo 13 557 5 5 3
Gampaha 13 1,177 2 5 12
Kalutara 14 762 - 4 13
WP 40 2,496 7 14 28
Sri Lanka 331 14,021 24 41 276

85. Information with regard to the number of Registered Voters, Polling Divisions and Polling
Districts in the WP as at 2017 is given in Table 3.6.

Table 3.6: Polling Structure in 2017 — Western Province

Area Registered  Polling Divisions Polling

Voters Districts
Colombo 1.652.389 15 1,062
Gampaha 1,724,309 13 1171
Kalutara 941,742 8 540
WP 4,318,440 36 2,773
Sri Lanka 15,760,867 160 12,521
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Colombo District

86. Colombo district is situated between the North latitudes 6°42” and 6°58” and between the
East longitudes 79°49” and 80°12’, covering an area of 699 km?. Its area as a percentage of the
total area of the province is 19%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 676 km? and
23 km? respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 3.3% of the total area of the district. The
district is bounded to the North by Gampaha district, to the South by Kalutara district, to the
East by Kegalle and Ratnapura districts and to the West by the sea. The estimated forest cover
as at 2010 was about 20 km? or 2.9% of the total area of the district. The highest elevation of
the district is around 450+ m.

87. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 2,324,349 and the population density
was 3,438 pp km? the highest among all districts in Sri Lanka. The literacy rate of persons
aged 10 years and over was 98.0% in 2012. The commercial capital (Colombo) and the
Administrative capital (Sri Jayewardenepura) of the country are located in the Colombo
district. Although the district is highly urbanised (77.6%), there are also very rural areas in the
district in which the balance 22% of the population live. The Parliament and most Government
Ministries and Departments are located within the Colombo district. The city of Colombo lies
on the island's western shores. Due to its large harbour and its strategic position, Colombo has
been a seaport for more than 2,000 years. The road kilometerage of the district was 864 in
2016. In 2016, employment in the district was mainly in Services (70%), followed by Industry
(28%) and Agriculture (2%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

88. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 3.1.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (76.5%) and
Buddhists (70.2%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (10.7%) and followers of Islam (11.8%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are 11.1% and 8%, respectively. Roman Catholics and other
Christians comprise a 9.9% share of the population.

Table 3.1.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Colombo District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 1,778,971 76.5 Buddhist 1,632,225 70.2
Sri Lanka Tamil 235,090 10.1 Hindu 186,454 8.0
Indian Tamil 24,289 1.0 Islam 274,087 11.8
Sri Lanka Moor 249,609 10.7 Roman Catholic 162,314 7.0
Other 36,390 1.6 Other Christian 66,994 2.9

Other 2,275 0.1
Total 2,324,349 100 Total 2,324,349 100
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Delimitation of Electorates in Colombo District

89. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Colombo District in the WP Provincial Council was 40.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Colombo
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 20 Provincial Councilors.

90. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 116,217 for the
population of 2,324,349 residing in 557 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 13
Divisional Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

91. The Committee received 22 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 12 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 10 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the morning of 06.12.2017.

92. Some proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on old Parliamentary
electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local Authority Areas. The Committee could not
consider some of these proposals, as in some proposals populations between electorates were
significantly disproportionate and not in keeping with the spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the
Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, while other proposals were incomplete
or had insufficient information to be considered. Noting that all demographic information is
only available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs,
rather than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary electorates, as the basis for delimitation
of electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other electoral
boundaries for practical purposes. However, wherever possible, the Committee accommodated
the proposals made when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, while safeguarding
balanced representation of communities of interest.

93. Two proposals suggested multi member electorates in a few DS areas, where one proposal
mentioned the multi-ethnicity of the district. The Committee noted that the populations in most
of these DSs were inadequate for multimember electorates, but took note of these proposals
when creating electorates.

94. Some proposals requested creation of electorates to safeguard the rights of the minority
communities of interest, namely, Tamils and Moors, where some proposals mentioned specific
areas. The Committee noted that Tamils and Moors comprised 11.1% and 10.7%, respectively,
of the entire District population and that it was possible to safeguard representation of
communities of interest, without resorting to multimember electorates, which may not have
achieved the required objective of elected members representing different communities in that
multimember electorate. Hence, the Committee concentrated each community of interest in
specific electorates to safeguard their interests in consideration of Section 3A (4) (a) of the
Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,

95. Nine submissions required no action, as they contained no proposals or were outside the
mandate of the Committee.

96. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of

population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name of the area
that could be used for the electorate.
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97. In summary, Colombo District was divided into 20 single member electorates, with 2 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 6 DSs each divided between 2 electorates, 2 DSs each
divided among 3 electorates and 3 DSs divided among 4 electorates, while the population in
each electorate remained within -9.8% and +7.3% of the average population per electorate as
follows:

Electorates — Colombo District

Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members
to be Returned
1 Kotahena 1
2 Grandpass 1
3 Maligawatta 1
4 Borella 1
5 Kolonnawa West 1
6 Kolonnawa East 1
7 Kaduwela 1
8 Athurugiriya 1
9 Hanwella 1
10 Avissawella 1
11 Homagama 1
12 Kottawa 1
13 Maharagama 1
14 Kotte 1
15 Bambalapitiya 1
16 Dehiwela 1
17 Ratmalana 1
18 Boralesgamuwa 1
19 Kesbewa 1
20 Moratuwa 1
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Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese

Sri Lanka Tamil
Indian Tamil
Sri Lanka Moor
Other

Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 — Kotahena
Number of Members to be returned:- 1

31124
59187
3322
18045
1202

112880

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese

Sri Lanka Tamil
Indian Tamil
Sri Lanka Moor
Other

Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division

26940
29476
1569
60074
1733

119792

Population
Religion
27.6% Buddhist
52.4% Hindu
2.9% Islam
16.0% Roman Catholic
1.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

Population
Religion
22.5% Buddhist
24.6% Hindu
1.3% Islam
50.1% Roman Catholic
1.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

Area in Sq.km

17126
41994
19126
28454
6120
60
112880

6.1

15.2%
37.2%
16.9%
25.2%
5.4%
0.1%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 — Grandpass

Area in Sq.km

22815
22237
61285
10340
2997
118
119792

9

4.4

19.0%
18.6%
51.2%
8.6%
2.5%
0.1%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

11



Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese

Sri Lanka Tamil
Indian Tamil
Sri Lanka Moor
Other

Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 — Maligawatta
Number of Members to be returned:- 1

30711
18485
949
58540
3893

112578

Population
Religion
27.3% Buddhist
16.4% Hindu
0.8% Islam
52.0% Roman Catholic
3.5% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Thimbirigasyaya Divisional Secretary's Division

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese

Sri Lanka Tamil
Indian Tamil
Sri Lanka Moor
Other

Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

Area in Sq.km

29150
13071
62831
5333
2116
77
112578

6.6

25.9%
11.6%
55.8%
4.7%
1.9%
0.1%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 — Borella
Number of Members to be returned:- 1

76875
20104
920
10887
2494

111280

Population
Religion
69.1% Buddhist
18.1% Hindu
0.8% Islam
9.8% Roman Catholic
2.2% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Thimbirigasyaya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

70875
14039
12728
9168
4214
256
111280

12
2

12.3

63.7%
12.6%
11.4%
8.2%
3.8%
0.2%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 — Kolonnawa West

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 63054 53.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 14911 12.7% Hindu
Indian Tamil 1312 1.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 35138 30.0% Roman Catholic
Other 2628 2.2% Other Christian
Other
Total 117043 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Kolonnawa Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 11.9

59834 51.1%
12080 10.3%
37342 31.9%

5289 4.5%

2468 2.1%

30 0.0%
117043

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
26

Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Kolonnawa East

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 105607 90.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 2312 2.0% Hindu
Indian Tamil 310 0.3% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 6203 5.3% Roman Catholic
Other 1789 1.5% Other Christian
Other
Total 116221 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Kolonnawa Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Kaduwela Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 23.1

101371 87.2%
1692 1.5%
7398 6.4%
4051 3.5%
1654 1.4%

55 0.0%

116221

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
20

8



Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 — Kaduwela

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 114301
Sri Lanka Tamil 2212
Indian Tamil 352
Sri Lanka Moor 1375
Other 2041
Total 120281

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

95.0% Buddhist
1.8% Hindu
0.3% Islam
1.1% Roman Catholic
1.7% Other Christian
Other
Total

1.The part of Kaduwela Divisional Secretary’s Division

Area in Sq.km 39.9

105940 88.1%

1745 1.5%
2257 1.9%
7867 6.5%
2107 1.8%
365 0.3%
120281

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
25

Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 — Athurugiriya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 114645
Sri Lanka Tamil 1345
Indian Tamil 121
Sri Lanka Moor 263
Other 838
Total 117212

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

97.8% Buddhist
1.1% Hindu
0.1% Islam
0.2% Roman Catholic
0.7% Other Christian
Other
Total

1.The part of Kaduwela Divisional Secretary’s Division
2.The part of Homagama Divisional Secretary’s Division

43

Area in Sq.km 66.2

112066 95.6%

1041 0.9%

737 0.6%

2475 2.1%

873 0.7%

20 0.0%
117212

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
19
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 — Hanwella

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Area in Sq.km 97.1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 121083 97.3% Buddhist 116456 93.6%
Sri Lanka Tamil 1166 0.9% Hindu 1147 0.9%
Indian Tamil 410 0.3% Islam 1674 1.3%
Sri Lanka Moor 1431 1.2% Roman Catholic 3936 3.2%
Other 342 0.3% Other Christian 1192 1.0%

Other 27 0.0%
Total 124432 Total 124432

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Homagama Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Seethawaka Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Padukka Divisional Secretary's Division

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
20

16

20

Provincial Council Electorate No. 10 - Avissawella

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Area in Sq.km 196.4

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 107341 88.6% Buddhist 102412 84.5%
Sri Lanka Tamil 5162 4.3% Hindu 10187 8.4%
Indian Tamil 7765 6.4% Islam 730 0.6%
Sri Lanka Moor 527 0.4% Roman Catholic 5774 4.8%
Other 332 0.3% Other Christian 1980 1.6%

Other 44 0.0%
Total 121127 Total 121127

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Seethawaka Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Padukka Divisional Secretary's Division

44

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
52
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 11 - Homagama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 121974
Sri Lanka Tamil 1086
Indian Tamil 283
Sri Lanka Moor 464
Other 939
Total 124746

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
97.8% Buddhist

0.9% Hindu

0.2% Islam

0.4% Roman Catholic

0.8% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Homagama Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 55.4

119343 95.7%
1044 0.8%
1078 0.9%
2152 1.7%
1107 0.9%

22 0.0%

124746

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
44

Provincial Council Electorate No. 12 — Kottawa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 109127
Sri Lanka Tamil 1450
Indian Tamil 200
Sri Lanka Moor 387
Other 1487
Total 112651

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
96.9% Buddhist

1.3% Hindu

0.2% Islam

0.3% Roman Catholic

1.3% Other Christian
Other
Total

1.The part of Maharagama Divisional Secretary's Division

2.The part of Kesbewa Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 28.1

105318 93.5%
1285 1.1%
1007 0.9%
3312 2.9%
1590 1.4%

139 0.1%

112651

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
19
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 13 — Maharagama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 110839
Sri Lanka Tamil 2179
Indian Tamil 378
Sri Lanka Moor 1062
Other 1915
Total 116373

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

95.2% Buddhist
1.9% Hindu
0.3% Islam
0.9% Roman Catholic
1.6% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Maharagama Divisional Secretary’s Division

Area in Sq.km 17.6

106208 91.3%

1900 1.6%
1997 1.7%
4122 3.5%
2090 1.8%
56 0.0%
116373

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
22

Provincial Council Electorate No. 14 - Kotte

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 101389
Sri Lanka Tamil 7743
Indian Tamil 883
Sri Lanka Moor 5722
Other 2816
Total 118553

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

85.5% Buddhist
6.5% Hindu
0.7% Islam
4.8% Roman Catholic
2.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. Sri Jayawardanapura Kotte Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Kaduwela Divisional Secretary's Division

46

Area in Sq.km 20.3

92262 77.8%

5173 4.4%
7094 6.0%
8503 7.2%
5334 4.5%
187 0.2%
118553

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
20
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 15 - Bambalapitiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 40632 38.8% Buddhist 35369

Sri Lanka Tamil 40011 38.2% Hindu 35650

Indian Tamil 2949 2.8% Islam 20497

Sri Lanka Moor 17911 17.1% Roman Catholic 7398

Other 3281 3.1% Other Christian 5572
Other 298

Total 104784 Total 104784

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Colombo Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Thimbirigasyaya Divisional Secretary's Division

12.1

33.8%
34.0%
19.6%
7.1%
5.3%
0.3%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 16 - Dehiwala
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 70051 61.0% Buddhist 61719

Sri Lanka Tamil 16140 14.0% Hindu 13235

Indian Tamil 1260 1.1% Islam 26146

Sri Lanka Moor 23769 20.7% Roman Catholic 8343

Other 3658 3.2% Other Christian 5284
Other 151

Total 114878 Total 114878

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Dehiwala Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Ratmalana Divisional Secretary's Division

47

3
9

11.2

53.7%
11.5%
22.8%
7.3%
4.6%
0.1%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

15
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 17 - Ratmalana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 103132 87.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 7824 6.6% Hindu
Indian Tamil 645 0.5% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 4827 4.1% Roman Catholic
Other 1987 1.7% Other Christian
Other
Total 118415 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Ratmalana Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Moratuwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 15.9

91636 77.4%

5652 4.8%
5957 5.0%
8978 7.6%
6098 5.1%
94 0.1%
118415

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
9

12

Provincial Council Electorate No. 18 - Boralesgamuwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 101913 96.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1599 1.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 278 0.3% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 808 0.8% Roman Catholic
Other 1503 1.4% Other Christian
Other
Total 106101 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Keshewa Divisional Secretary's Division

48

Area in Sq.km 22.2

96925 91.4%

1318 1.2%
1475 1.4%
3995 3.8%
2317 2.2%
71 0.1%
106101

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
32



Provincial Council Electorate No. 19 - Kesbewa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 113469 98.2% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 900 0.8% Hindu
Indian Tamil 129 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 241 0.2% Roman Catholic
Other 808 0.7% Other Christian
Other
Total 115547 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Keshewa Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Homagama Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 37.8

108853 94.2%

780 0.7%
546 0.5%
3667 3.2%
1673 1.4%
28 0.0%
115547

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
33

3

Provincial Council Electorate No. 20 - Moratuwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 114764 96.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1798 1.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 254 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 1935 1.6% Roman Catholic
Other 704 0.6% Other Christian
Other
Total 119455 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Moratuwa Divisional Secretary's Division

49

Area in Sq.km 14.3

76547 64.1%
1184 1.0%
2182 1.8%

29157 24.4%

10208 8.5%

177 0.1%
119455

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
30
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Gampaha District

98. Gampaha district is situated between the North latitudes 6°54’and 7°7’and between the East
longitudes 79%°48" and 80°12’, covering an area of 1,387 km®. Its area as a percentage of the
total area of the province is 37.6%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,341 km?
and 46 km? respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 3.3% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North by Puttalam and Kurunegala districts, to the South by
Colombo district, to the East by Kegalle district, to the West by the sea. The estimated forest
cover as at 2010 was about 22 km? or 1.6% of the total area of the district. The elevation of the
district rises up to 310+ m above sea level.

99. According to the CPH 2012, the total population of the district was 2,304,833 and the
population density was 1,719 pp km? The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was
98.5% in 2012. With the 1978 constitutional reforms, Gampaha was declared a new
administrative district, by carving out a part of the Colombo district, and its capital was
established in Gampaha town, which grew rapidly thereafter. The flying distance from
Gampaha to Colombo is 24 km. The road kilometerage of the district was 1,670 in 2016. The
main international airport of the country is situated at Katunayaka in the Gampaha district.
Two important industrial zones have been established in the Gampaha district at Biyagama and
Katunayaka. In 2016, employment in the district was mainly in Services (57%), followed by
Industry (38%) and Agriculture (5%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

100. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 3.2.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (90.5%) and
Buddhists (71.3%), followed by Sri Lanka Moors (4.2%) and followers of Islam (4.9%). The
percentage of Roman Catholics (19.5%) is comparatively high in the district in relation to other
districts of the country. The percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and
Indian Tamil) and the Hindu population in the district are 3.9% and 2.3%, respectively.

Table 3.2.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Gampaha District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 2,086,469 90.5 Buddhist 1,642,767 71.3
Sri Lanka Tamil 81,245 3.5 Hindu 52,973 2.3
Indian Tamil 9,137 0.4 Islam 112,746 4.9
Sri Lanka Moor 97,621 4.2 Roman Catholic 449,398 19.5
Other 30,361 1.3 Other Christian 46,080 2.0

Other 869 -
Total 2,304,833 100 Total 2,304,833 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Gampaha District

101. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Gampaha District in the WP Provincial Council was 40.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Gampaha
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 20 Provincial Councilors.
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102. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 115,242 for the
population of 2,304,833 residing in 1,177 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 13
Divisional Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

103. The Committee received 40 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 23
submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 17 at the public hearing
held in the District Secretariat during the afternoon of 06.12.2017.

104. The majority of proposals suggested complete and incomplete delimitation of electorates
based on DSs, old Parliamentary electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local Authority
Areas. The Committee could not consider some of these proposals, as in some proposals
populations between electorates were significantly disproportionate and not in keeping with the
spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
while other proposals were incomplete or had insufficient information to be considered. Noting
that all demographic information is only available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and
DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary
electorates, as the basis for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising the need to
minimise division of other electoral boundaries for practical purposes. However, wherever
possible, the Committee accommodated the proposals made when combining DSs for
demarcation of electorates, while safeguarding balanced representation of communities of
interest.

105. Two proposals suggested multi member electorates in a few DS areas. The Committee
noted that the populations in most of these DSs were inadequate for multimember electorates,
but took note of these proposals when creating electorates.

106. Two proposals requested creation of electorates to safeguard the rights of the minority
communities of interest. The Committee noted that Moors and Tamils comprised 4.2% and
3.9%, respectively, of the entire District population and accommodated these suggestions as
best possible, while safeguarding balanced representation of communities of interest.

107. Eight submissions required no action, as they contained no proposals or were outside the
mandate of the Committee.

108. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name of the area
that could be used for the electorate. There were no names suggested for electorates in the
submissions.

109. In summary, Gampaha District was divided into 20 single member electorates, with 8 DSs
each divided between 2 electorates, 4 DSs each divided among 3 electorates and one DS
divided among 4 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -7.0%
and +4.8% of the average population per electorate as follows:
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Electorates — Gampaha District
Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members

to be Returned

1 Negombo 1
2 Katana 1
3 Divulapitiya 1
4 Mirigama 1
5 Veyangoda 1
6 Minuwangoda East 1
7 Minuwangoda West 1
8 Katunayake 1
9 Ja-ela 1
10 Wattala 1
11 Ragama 1
12 Gampaha 1
13 Attanagalla 1
14 Mahara East 1
15 Mahara West 1
16 Welisara 1
17 Kelaniya 1
18 Biyagama 1
19 Dompe 1
20 Pugoda 1
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Negombo

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 91453
Sri Lanka Tamil 10544
Indian Tamil 790
Sri Lanka Moor 13085
Other 1216
Total 117088

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
78.1% Buddhist
9.0% Hindu
0.7% Islam
11.2% Roman Catholic
1.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Negombo Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 23.7

12563  10.7%

7224 6.2%
13625  11.6%
80254  68.5%

3348 2.9%
74 0.1%
117088

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
33

Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Katana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 94030
Sri Lanka Tamil 9613
Indian Tamil 738
Sri Lanka Moor 9123
Other 4120
Total 117624

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
79.9% Buddhist
8.2% Hindu
0.6% Islam

7.8% Roman Catholic
3.5% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Negombo Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Katana Divisional Secretary's Division

74

Area in Sq.km 53.6

40442  34.4%

3155 2.7%
9614 8.2%
60091 51.1%
4211 3.6%
111 0.1%
117624

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
6

32



Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Divulupitiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 115739 98.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 930 0.8% Hindu
Indian Tamil 183 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 73 0.1% Roman Catholic
Other 160 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 117085 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Divulapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 159.1

96064  82.0%

555 0.5%
132 0.1%
19007  16.2%
1308 1.1%
19 0.0%
117085

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
94

Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Mirigama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 115221 99.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 484 0.4% Hindu
Indian Tamil 53 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 465 0.4% Roman Catholic
Other 196 0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total 116419 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Divulapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Mirigama Divisional Secretary's Division

75

Area in Sq.km 167.8

113600  97.6%

365 0.3%

543 0.5%

1466 1.3%

432 0.4%

13 0.0%
116419

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
29
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Veyangoda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 105509 92.6% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 613 0.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 398 0.3% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 7072 6.2% Roman Catholic
Other 363 0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total 113955 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Mirigama Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Attanagalla Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 92.5

103965  91.2%

713 0.6%
7414 6.5%
1497 1.3%

353 0.3%

13 0.0%
113955

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
63

33

Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Minuwangoda East

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 114378 98.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 609 0.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 143 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 77 0.1% Roman Catholic
Other 484 0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total 115691 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. The part of Minuwangoda Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Gampaha Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Attanagalla Divisional Secretary's Division

76

Area in Sq.km 83.9

103157  89.2%

455 0.4%
198 0.2%
10638 9.2%
1231 1.1%
12 0.0%
115691

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
40

26
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Minuwangoda West

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 113269
Sri Lanka Tamil 619
Indian Tamil 94
Sri Lanka Moor 5884
Other 419
Total 120285

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
94.2% Buddhist
0.5% Hindu
0.1% Islam

4.9% Roman Catholic
0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Minuwangoda Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 80.4

101977  84.8%
420 0.3%
6229 5.2%
9971 8.3%
1672 1.4%
16 0.0%
120285

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
81

Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Katunayaka

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 110822
Sri Lanka Tamil 1877
Indian Tamil 264
Sri Lanka Moor 466
Other 685
Total 114114

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
97.1% Buddhist
1.6% Hindu
0.2% Islam

0.4% Roman Catholic
0.6% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Katana Divisional Secretary’s Division

7

Area in Sq.km 51.6

85451  74.9%

1557 1.4%
895 0.8%
20606  18.1%
5535 4.9%
70 0.1%
114114

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
33



Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 - Ja-Ela

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 109281
Sri Lanka Tamil 4728
Indian Tamil 978
Sri Lanka Moor 744
Other 2828
Total 118559

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
92.2% Buddhist
4.0% Hindu
0.8% Islam

0.6% Roman Catholic
2.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Katana Divisional Secretary’s Division
2. The part of Ja-Ela Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 39.0

54304  45.8%

3062 2.6%
1844 1.6%
53618  45.2%
5628 4.7%
103 0.1%
118559

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
14

26

Provincial Council Electorate No. 10 - Wattala

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 78557
Sri Lanka Tamil 28790
Indian Tamil 2841
Sri Lanka Moor 2187
Other 2630
Total 115005

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
68.3% Buddhist
25.0% Hindu
2.5% Islam

1.9% Roman Catholic
2.3% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Wattala Divisional Secretary’s Division

78

Area in Sq.km 43.7

24848  21.6%
19931  17.3%

2647 2.3%
59468  51.7%
7985 6.9%
126 0.1%
115005

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
30



Provincial Council Electorate No. 11 - Ragama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 103380
Sri Lanka Tamil 3957
Indian Tamil 325
Sri Lanka Moor 539
Other 3362
Total 111563

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
92.7% Buddhist
3.5% Hindu
0.3% Islam

0.5% Roman Catholic
3.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Ja-Ela Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 30.2

52097  46.7%

1477 1.3%
1310 1.2%
53159  47.6%
3455 3.1%
65 0.1%
111563

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
31

Provincial Council Electorate No. 12 - Gampaha

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 114149
Sri Lanka Tamil 553
Indian Tamil 110
Sri Lanka Moor 149
Other 425
Total 115386

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
98.9% Buddhist
0.5% Hindu
0.1% Islam

0.1% Roman Catholic
0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Gampaha Divisional Secretary's Division

79

Area in Sq.km 51.1

106914  92.7%
511 0.4%
318 0.3%

6893 6.0%

734 0.6%

16 0.0%
115386

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
58



Provincial Council Electorate No. 13 - Attanagalla

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 91068 79.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 814 0.7% Hindu
Indian Tamil 268 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 21113 18.5% Roman Catholic
Other 780 0.7% Other Christian
Other
Total 114043 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Attanagalla Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 98.4

88403  77.5%

700 0.6%

21934  19.2%

2532 2.2%

468 0.4%

6 0.0%
114043

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
93

Provincial Council Electorate No. 14 - Mahara East

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 111708 99.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 555 0.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 69 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 84 0.1% Roman Catholic
Other 257 0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total 112673 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Gampaha Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Mahara Divisional Secretary's Division

80

Area in Sq.km 83.1

103881  92.2%

360 0.3%

178 0.2%

7230 6.4%

995 0.9%

29 0.0%
112673

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
17
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 15 - Mahara West

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 117716 97.4% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1260 1.0% Hindu
Indian Tamil 140 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 511 0.4% Roman Catholic
Other 1194 1.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 120821 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Mahara Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Biyagama Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 31.9

106685  88.3%

826 0.7%
1143 0.9%
10361 8.6%
1764 1.5%
42 0.0%
120821

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
33

5

Provincial Council Electorate No. 16 - Welisara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 79480 69.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 7419 6.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 713 0.6% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 19077 16.6% Roman Catholic
Other 8252 7.2% Other Christian
Other
Total 114941 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. The part of Wattala Divisional Secretary’s Division

2. The part of Mahara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Kelaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

81

Area in Sq.km 22.4

52899  46.0%

5047 4.4%
26044  22.7%
28398  24.7T%

2525 2.2%
28 0.0%
114941

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
16

11
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 17 - Kelaniya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 102334
Sri Lanka Tamil 5781
Indian Tamil 568
Sri Lanka Moor 2455
Other 1526
Total 112664

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
90.8% Buddhist
5.1% Hindu
0.5% Islam

2.2% Roman Catholic
1.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Kelaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 18.6

91081  80.8%

4607 4.1%
3240 2.9%
11871  10.5%
1811 1.6%
54 0.0%
112664

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
32

Provincial Council Electorate No. 18 - Biyagama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 103624
Sri Lanka Tamil 994
Indian Tamil 173
Sri Lanka Moor 1530
Other 876
Total 107197

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion
96.7% Buddhist
0.9% Hindu
0.2% Islam

1.4% Roman Catholic
0.8% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Biyagama Divisional Secretary's Division

82

Area in Sq.km 34.3

95946  89.5%

861 0.8%
2207 2.1%
6662 6.2%
1492 1.4%

29 0.0%
107197

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
26



Provincial Council Electorate No. 19 - Dompe

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 98963 88.7% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 808 0.7% Hindu
Indian Tamil 209 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 11152 10.0% Roman Catholic
Other 405 0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total 111537 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Dompe Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Biyagama Divisional Secretary’s Division

Area in Sq.km 78.3

96758  86.7%

880 0.8%

11318  10.1%

1964 1.8%

591 0.5%

26 0.0%
111537

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
38

18

Provincial Council Electorate No. 20 - Pugoda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 115788 98.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 297 0.3% Hindu
Indian Tamil 80 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 1835 1.6% Roman Catholic
Other 183 0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total 118183 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Attanagalla Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Dompe Divisional Secretary's Division

83

Area in Sq.km 143.1

111732 94.5%

267 0.2%
1913 1.6%
3712 3.1%

542 0.5%

17 0.0%
118183

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
14
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Kalutara District

110. Kalutara district is situated between the North latitudes 6°19’ and 6°49’and between the
East longitudes 79°58” and 80°18’, covering an area of 1,598 km®. Itsareaas a percentage of the
total area of the province is 43.4%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,576 km?
and 22 km? respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 1.4% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North by Colombo district, to the South by Galle district, to the
East by Ratnapura district and to the West by the sea. Kalutara district is the southernmost
district of the WP and the Kalutara Bridge, which has been built at the mouth of the Kalu
Ganga, serves as a major link between the Western and Southern provinces. The estimated
forest cover as at 2010 was about 176 km? or 11% of the total area of the district. The elevation
of the district rises up to 720+ m above sea level.

111. According to the CPH 2012, the total population of the district was 1,221,948 and the
population density was 775 pp km? The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was
97.2% in 2012. The capital of the district is Kalutara and its flying distance from Colombo is
41 km. The road kilometerage of the district was 1,115 in 2016. Employment in the district
was mainly in Services (53%), followed by Industry (31%) and Agriculture (16%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

112. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 3.3.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (86.8%) and
Buddhists (83.4%), followed by Sri Lanka Moors (9.3%) and followers of Islam (9.4%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and Hindu
population in the district are 3.8% and 3.2%, respectively. The percentage of Roman Catholics
and Other Christians is 4%.

Table 3.3.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Kalutara District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 1,060,107 86.8 Buddhist 1,018,909 83.4
Sri Lanka Tamil 23,035 1.9 Hindu 39,541 3.2
Indian Tamil 23,217 1.9 Islam 114556 9.4
Sri Lanka Moor 113,320 9.3 Roman Catholic 39,774 3.3
Other 2,269 0.2 Other Christian 8,956 0.7

Other 212 -
Total 1,221,948 100 Total 1,221,948 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Kalutara District

113. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Kalutara District in the WP Provincial Council was 22.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Kalutara
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 11 Provincial Councilors.
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114. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 111,086 for the
population of 1,221,948 residing in 762 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 14
Divisional Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

115. The Committee received 40 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 16
submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 24 at the public hearing
held in the District Secretariat during the morning of 07.12.2017.

116. Most proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on DSs, old Parliamentary
electorates (current Polling Divisions), and Local Authority Areas. The Committee could not
consider some of these proposals, as in some proposals populations between electorates were
significantly disproportionate and not in keeping with the spirit of Section 3(A) (4) (b) of the
Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, while other proposals were incomplete
or had insufficient information to be considered. Noting that all demographic information is
only available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs,
rather than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary electorates, as the basis for delimitation
of electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other electoral
boundaries for practical purposes. However, wherever possible, the Committee accommodated
the proposals made when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, while safeguarding
balanced representation of communities of interest.

117. Two proposals suggested multi member electorates in a few areas. The Committee noted
that the populations in most of these DSs were inadequate for multimember electorates, but
took note of these proposals when creating electorates.

118. One proposal each requested creation of electorates in specific areas to safeguard the
rights of the minority communities of interest, namely, Moors and Tamils. The Committee
noted that Moors and Tamils comprised 9.3% and 3.8%, respectively, of the entire District
population, and concentrated each community of interest in specific electorates to safeguard
their balanced representation in consideration of Section 3A (4) (a) of the Principal Act as
amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

119. Twenty submissions required no action, as they were outside the mandate of the
Committee.

120. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate.

121. In summary, Kalutara District was divided into 11 single member electorates, with 5 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 4 DSs each divided between 2 electorates, 4 DSs
divided among 3 electorates and one DS divided among 4 electorates, while the population in
each electorate remained within -8.9% and +6.6% of the average population per electorate as
follows:
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Electorate No.
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Electorate Name

Panadura
Bandaragama
Horana
Bulathsinhala
Madurawala
Wadduwa
Kalutara
Dodangoda
Beruwela
Mathugama

Walallavita

Electorates — Kalutara District

No. of Members
to be Returned
1

e = = T = T =N S

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Panadura

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 91838
Sri Lanka Tamil 844
Indian Tamil 181
Sri Lanka Moor 17694
Other 600
Total 111157

Component parts of the above Electorate

Religion
82.6% Buddhist
0.8% Hindu
0.2% Islam
15.9% Roman Catholic
0.5% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Panadura Divisional Secretary's Division

107

Area in Sg.km 20.9
86206 77.6%
721 0.6%
18107 16.3%
4592 4.1%
1500 1.3%
31 0.0%
111157

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
46



Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Bandaragama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 96411 82.3% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 489 0.4% Hindu

Indian Tamil 169 0.1% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 19782 16.9% Roman Catholic

Other 258 0.2% Other Christian
Other

Total 117109 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Panadura Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Bandaragama Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Millaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sg.km 58.8
93459 79.8%
378 0.3%
19982 17.1%
2325 2.0%
953 0.8%
12 0.0%
117109

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Horana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 115938 97.9% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 906 0.8% Hindu

Indian Tamil 1216 1.0% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 112 0.1% Roman Catholic

Other 236 0.2% Other Christian
Other

Total 118408 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Horana Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Millaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

108

9

46

2

Area in Sg.km 1134
114878 97.0%

1545 1.3%

167 0.1%

978 0.8%

817 0.7%

23 0.0%

118408

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
61
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Bulathsinhala

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 102387 87.2% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 6023 5.1% Hindu

Indian Tamil 8750 7.5% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 172 0.1% Roman Catholic

Other 80 0.1% Other Christian
Other

Total 117412 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Ingiriya Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Bulathsinhala Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Palindanuwara Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sg.km

102049
12984
200
786
1371
22
117412

Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Madurawala

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 98824 92.1% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 1251 1.2% Hindu

Indian Tamil 4966 4.6% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 2174 2.0% Roman Catholic

Other 69 0.1% Other Christian
Other

Total 107284 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Madurawala Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Bulathsinhala Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Dodangoda Divisional Secretary's Division
4. The part of Agalawatta Divisional Secretary's Division
5. The part of Millaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

109

Area in Sg.km

98302
5563
2225

599
564

31
107284

295.8

86.9%
11.1%
0.2%
0.7%
1.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama

Niladhari's Divisions

31
47
4

194.7

91.6%
5.2%
2.1%
0.6%
0.5%
0.0%

Number of Grama

Niladhari's Divisions

33

21
35



Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Wadduwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 112688 98.9% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 407 0.4% Hindu

Indian Tamil 58 0.1% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 432 0.4% Roman Catholic

Other 301 0.3% Other Christian
Other

Total 113886 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Panadura Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Bandaragama Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Millaniya Divisional Secretary's Division

4. The part of Kalutara Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sg.km 60.6
106493 93.5%
276 0.2%
521 0.5%
5559 4.9%
1007 0.9%
30 0.0%
113886

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Kalutara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 96094 86.9% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 1605 1.5% Hindu

Indian Tamil 246 0.2% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 12375 11.2% Roman Catholic

Other 316 0.3% Other Christian
Other

Total 110636 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Kalutara Divisional Secretary's Division

110

17

13

4

24

Area in Sg.km 39.9
87450 79.0%
1367 1.2%
12493 11.3%
8585 7.8%
726 0.7%
15 0.0%

110636

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
57



Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Dodangoda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 103699 98.4% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 768 0.7% Hindu

Indian Tamil 583 0.6% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 232 0.2% Roman Catholic

Other 93 0.1% Other Christian
Other

Total 105375 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Kalutara Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Beruwala Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Dodangoda Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sg.km

94159
919
249

9435
598

15
105375

Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 - Beruwala

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 45746 43.9% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 1142 1.1% Hindu

Indian Tamil 211 0.2% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 56835 54.6% Roman Catholic

Other 194 0.2% Other Christian
Other

Total 104128 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Beruwala Divisional Secretary's Division

111

Area in Sg.km

40661
1095
56993
5160
203

16
104128

91.7

89.4%
0.9%
0.2%
9.0%
0.6%
0.0%

Number of Grama

Niladhari's Divisions

6
35
24

26.1

39.0%
1.1%
54.7%
5.0%
0.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama

Niladhari's Divisions

47



Provincial Council Electorate No. 10 - Mathugama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 99352 86.1% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 8040 7.0% Hindu

Indian Tamil 4956 4.3% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 2949 2.6% Roman Catholic

Other 105 0.1% Other Christian
Other

Total 115402 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Mathugama Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Dodangoda Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Agalawatta Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sg.km

98425
11641
3033
1460
839

4
115402

Provincial Council Electorate No. 11 - Walallavita

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 97130 96.0% Buddhist

Sri Lanka Tamil 1560 1.5% Hindu

Indian Tamil 1881 1.9% Islam

Sri Lanka Moor 563 0.6% Roman Catholic

Other 17 0.0% Other Christian
Other

Total 101151 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Walallavita Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Palindanuwara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Bulathsinhala Divisional Secretary's Division

112

Area in Sg.km

96827
3052
586
295
378

13
101151

231.0

85.3%
10.1%
2.6%
1.3%
0.7%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
57

16

13

475.0

95.7%
3.0%
0.6%
0.3%
0.4%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
60

39
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CHAPTER 4
Central Province

122. The Central province (CP) is located in the central hills of Sri Lanka and has a total area
of 5,674km?, which is distributed as 1,940 km? in Kandy district, 1,993 km? in Matale district,
and 1,741 km? in Nuwara Eliya district. The total area of the province is 8.6% of the total area
of the country. The extents of land and inland waters in the province are 5,575 km?and 99 km?
respectively. Inland water bodies cover onlyl.7% of the total area of the province. The
province is bounded on the North by the North Central province, on the South by
Sabaragamuwa province, on the East by the Uva and Eastern provinces and on the West by the
North Western and Sabaragamuwa provinces. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about
1,556km? or 27.4% of the total area of the province. The road kilometerage of the province was
3,991 in 2016. The provincial capital is Kandy and it is the second largest city in Sri Lanka and
one of the most sacred cities in the country because of the Dalada Maligawa, Temple of the
Sacred Tooth Relic.

123. The CP contributed 10% to Sri Lanka’s total economic output in 2015. It contributed 11%
of services, 8% of industry and 14% of agriculture. Within the CP, economic output was
mainly from Services (65%), followed by Industry (23%) and Agriculture (12%). In 2016,
employment in the CP was mainly in Services (42%), followed by Agriculture (37%) and
Industry (21%).

124. The following sections will focus on some demographic aspects of the CP, based on CPH
2012 data, and the administrative, local government and polling structures of the province and
the respective districts.

Total Population, Population Density and Literacy

125. According to the CPS 2012, the total population of the CP was 2,571,557, which was
equivalent to 12.6 % of the total population in the country. Out of the total population of the
province, 53.5% or 1,375,382 belonged to Kandy district, 18.8 % or 484,531 to Matale district
and 27.7% or 711,644 to Nuwara Eliya district. The population density of the province was
461 ppkm?. The literacy rate of the populationaged 10 years and over was 93.9% in 2012.

Population Distribution by Gender

126. The distribution of the male and female population in the province, its districts and Sri
Lanka is given in Table 4.1. It can be seen from the table that the female population
outnumbered the male population in all three districts as in other provinces of the country.

Table 4.1: Percentage Distribution of Population by Gender - Central Province

Area Total Population Male Female
Number % Number % Number %
Kandy 1,375,382  100.0 655,791 47.7 719,591 52.3
Matale 484,531  100.0 233,657 48.2 250,874 51.8
Nuwara Eliya 711,644  100.0 340,347 47.8 371,297 52.2
CP 2,571,557 100.0 1,229,795 478 1,341,762 52.2
Sri Lanka 20,359,439  100.0 9,856,634 48.4 10,502,805 51.6
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Population Distribution by Sector

127. The distribution of population by sector is given in Table 4.2. The majority of the
population in lives in the rural sector. Because of its vast extent of tea plantations, the estate
sector population (18.9%) is comparatively high in the CP. Out of the total estate sector
population in the country, 53.8% live in the CP.

Table 4.2: Percentage Distribution of Population by Sector - Central Province

Area Total Population Urban Rural Estate
Number %  Number % Number % Number %

Kandy 1,375,382 100.0 170,544 124 1,119,221 814 85,617 6.2

Matale 484,531 100.0 60,276 12.4 405,176 83.6 19,079 3.9

Nuwara

Eliya 711,644 100.0 40,151 5.6 290,913 40.9 380,580 53.5

CP 2,571,557 100.0 270,971 10.5 1,815,310 70.6 485,276 18.9

SriLanka 20,359,439 100.0 3,704,470 18.2 15,753,322 77.4 901,647 4.4

Population Distribution by Ethnicity

128. The percentage distribution of population by ethnicity is given in Table 4.3. The majority
of population in the CP is Sinhalese (66.0%). The second highest ethnic group is Indian Tamil
(18.9%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (9.9%) and Sri Lanka Tamil (4.9%), while other ethnic
groups, namely, Burgher, Malay, Sri Lanka Chetty and Bharatha, form 0.3%. Among the
Indian Tamil population in the country, 57.9% live in the CP.

Table 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Population by Ethnicity - Central Province

Area Total Sinhalese  Sri Lanka Indian Sri Lanka Other
Tamil Tamil Moor

Kandy 100 74.4 5.0 6.2 13.9 0.4

Matale 100 80.8 5.0 4.8 9.2 0.2

Nuwara Eliya 100 39.6 4.6 53.1 2.5 0.2

CP 100 66.0 4.9 18.9 9.9 0.3

Sri Lanka 100 74.9 11.1 41 9.3 0.5

Population Distribution by Religion

129. The percentage distribution of population by religion is given in Table 4.4. The majority
of the CP population is Buddhist (65.0%), followed by Hindus (21%), followers of Islam
(10.3%) and Roman Catholic and Other religions (3.7%). Among the total Hindu population in
Sri Lanka, 21% live in the CP. The corresponding proportions of Buddhist and Islamic
population are 11.7% and 13.4%, respectively.
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Table 4.4: Percentage Distribution of Population by Religion —
Central Province

Area Total Buddhist Hindu Islam Roman Other
Catholic

Kandy 100 73.4 9.7 14.3 1.6 0.9

Matale 100 79.5 9.0 9.4 1.6 0.5

Nuwara Eliya 100 39.1 51.0 3.0 4.7 2.2

CP 100 65.0 21.0 10.3 2.5 1.2

Sri Lanka 100 70.1 12.6 9.7 6.2 15

Administrative, Local Government and Polling Structure

130. Information on the Administrative and Local Government (LG) structure of the CP is
presented in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5: Administrative and LG Structure - Central Province

Area Divisional Grama  Municipal Urban Pradeshiya

Secretariat Niladhari  Councils  Councils Sabhas

Divisions Divisions

Kandy 20 1,188 1 4 17
Matale 11 545 2 - 11
Nuwara Eliya 5 491 1 2 9
CP 36 2,224 4 6 37
Sri Lanka 331 14,021 24 41 276

131. Information with regard to the number of Registered Voters, Polling Divisions and
Polling Districts in the CP as at 2017 is given in Table 4.6.

Table 4.6: Polling Structure in 2017 — Central Province

Area Registered Polling Polling

Voters Divisions Districts
Kandy 1,097,342 13 827
Matale 395,786 4 324
Nuwara Eliya 562,025 4 485
CP 2,055,153 21 1,636
Sri Lanka 15,760,867 160 12,521
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Kandy District

132. Kandy district is situated between the North latitudes 6°56’ and 7°28” and between the
East longitudes 80°25” and 81°, covering an area of 1,940 km?. Its area as a percentage of the
total area of the province is 34.2%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,917 km?
and 23 km? respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 1.2% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North by Matale and Kurunegala districts, to the South by
Nuwara Eliya and Badulla districts, to the East by Badulla district and to the West by Kegalle
district. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 374 km? or 19.3% of the total area of
the district. The elevation of the district ranges from 70 m to 1,890+ m above sea level.

133. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 1,375,382 and the population
density was 717 pp km? The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 95.4% in
2012. The capital of the district is Kandy and its flying distance from Colombo is 96 km. The
road kilometerage of the district was 2,027 in 2016. In 2016, employment in the district was
mainly in Services (54%), followed by Industry (28) and Agriculture (18%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

134. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 4.1.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (74.4%) and
Buddhists (73.4%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (13.9%) and followers of Islam (14.3%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are 11.2% and 9.7%, respectively.

Table 4.1.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Kandy District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 1,023,488 74.4 Buddhist 1,009,220 734
Sri Lanka Tamil 69,210 5.0 Hindu 133,744 9.7
Indian Tamil 85,111 6.2 Islam 197,076 14.3
Sri Lanka Moor 191,570 13.9 Roman Catholic 22,379 1.6
Other 6,003 0.4 Other Christian 12,798 0.9

Other 165 0.0
Total 1,375,382 100 Total 1,375,382 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Kandy District

135. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Kandy District in the CP Provincial Council was 29.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Kandy
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 15 Provincial Councilors.

136. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 91,692 for the
population of 1,375,382 residing in 1,188 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 20
Divisional Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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137. The Committee received 41 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 18
submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 23 at the public hearing
held in the District Secretariat during the afternoon of 22.11.2017.

138. Most proposals suggested complete and incomplete delimitation of electorates, based on
DSs, old Parliamentary electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local Authority Areas,
including multi member electorates. The Committee could not consider some of these
proposals, as in some proposals, populations between electorates were significantly
disproportionate and not in keeping with the spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as
amended by the Amendment Act 2017, while other proposals were incomplete or had
insufficient information to be considered. Noting that all demographic information is only
available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather
than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary electorates, as the basis for delimitation of
electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other electoral boundaries
for practical purposes. However, wherever possible, the Committee accommodated the
proposals made when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, but within agreed
tolerance limits to minimize disproportion in populations among electorates, in consideration
of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

139. Several proposals suggested creating multi member electorates in several areas to ensure
representation of minority communities of interest, namely, Muslims and Tamils. The
Committee noted that the Moors comprised 13.9% and Tamils 11.2% of the entire District
population and that it was possible to safeguard representation of communities of interest,
without resorting to multimember electorates, which may not have achieved the required
objective of elected members representing different communities in that multimember
electorate. Hence, the Committee concentrated each community of interest in specific
electorates in those areas to safeguard their interests in consideration of Section 3A (4) (a) of
the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

140. Some proposals suggested safeguarding the rights of minority communities of interest,
namely, Muslims and Tamils. The Committee took note of these proposals when creating
electorates, while ensuring balanced representation of communities within the district, as
mentioned above.

141. Five submissions required no action, as they contained no proposals or proposals, which
were outside the mandate of the Committee.

142. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate. There were no names suggested for electorates in the submissions.

143. In summary, Kandy District was divided into 15 single member electorates, with 8 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 5 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and 7 DSs
each divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -
8.8% and +8.1% of the average population per electorate as follows:
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Electorates — Kandy District

Electorate No.

Electorate Name

No. of Members
to be Returned

1 Hatharaliyadda 1
2 Akurana 1
3 Pathadumbara 1
4 Medadumbara 1
5 Udadumbara 1
6 Kundasale 1
7 Kandy 1
8 Harispattuwa 1
9 Yatinuwara 1
10 Udunuwara North 1
11 Pathahewaheta 1
12 Pussellawa 1
13 Gampola 1
14 Udunuwara South 1
15 Nawalapitiya 1

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 -Hatharaliyadda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 149.5
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 91066 93.5% Buddhist 90729 93.2%

Sri Lanka Tamil 1473 1.5% Hindu 1294 1.3%

Indian Tamil 297 0.3% Islam 4524 4.6%

Sri Lanka Moor 4422 4.5% Roman Catholic 369 0.4%

Other 125 0.1% Other Christian 462 0.5%
Other 5 0.0%

Total 97383 Total 97383

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Thumpane Divisional Secretary's Divi

sion

2. The part of Poojapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division

3. The part of Hatharaliyadda Divisional
3. The part of Yatinuwara Divisional Sec

Secretary's Division
retary's Division
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Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
67

41

48
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Provincial Council Electorate No.2 - Akurana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 32170
Sri Lanka Tamil 2109
Indian Tamil 3651
Sri Lanka Moor 49323
Other 206
Total 87459

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

36.8% Buddhist
2.4% Hindu
4.2% Islam
56.4% Roman Catholic
0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Poojapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Akurana Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 47.3

31957 36.5%

4691 5.4%

50340 57.6%

367 0.4%

104 0.1%

0 0.0%
87459

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
26

33

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Pathadumbara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 68782
Sri Lanka Tamil 1981
Indian Tamil 565
Sri Lanka Moor 19993
Other 313
Total 91634

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Pathadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

75.1% Buddhist
2.2% Hindu
0.6% Islam
21.8% Roman Catholic
0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Akurana Divisional Secretary's Division

132

Area in Sq.km 52.9

67898 74.1%

2118 2.3%

20242 22.1%

1034 1.1%

340 0.4%

2 0.0%
91634

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
52
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Medadumbara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 44974 48.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 13865 15.1% Hindu
Indian Tamil 23086 25.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 9770 10.6% Roman Catholic
Other 409 0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total 92104 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Panvila Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Udadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Medadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Kundasale Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 238.2

44278 48.1%
32790 35.6%
10127 11.0%
2880 3.1%
2024 2.2%
5 0.0%
92104

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
14

5

44

11

Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Udadumbara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 88417 98.3% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 356 0.4% Hindu
Indian Tamil 582 0.6% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 571 0.6% Roman Catholic
Other 20 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 89946 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Minipe Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Udadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Medadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 580.8

88288 98.2%

816 0.9%

570 0.6%

155 0.2%

114 0.1%

3 0.0%
89946

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
48

58
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Kundasale

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 715
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 87035 93.5% Buddhist 86318 92.8%
Sri Lanka Tamil 2894 3.1% Hindu 3126 3.4%
Indian Tamil 741 0.8% Islam 2296 2.5%
Sri Lanka Moor 2154 2.3% Roman Catholic 763 0.8%
Other 216 0.2% Other Christian 529 0.6%
Other 8 0.0%
Total 93040 Total 93040
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Medadumbara Divisional Secretary's Division 19
2. The part of Kundasale Divisional Secretary's Division 62

Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Kandy

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 25.8
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 68745 70.6% Buddhist 64583 66.3%
Sri Lanka Tamil 10996 11.3% Hindu 10292 10.6%
Indian Tamil 2821 2.9% Islam 14531 14.9%
Sri Lanka Moor 13312 13.7% Roman Catholic 5773 5.9%
Other 1510 1.6% Other Christian 2151 2.2%
Other 54 0.1%
Total 97384 Total 97384
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Kandy Four Gravets & Gangawata Korale Divisional Secretary's Division 43
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Harispattuwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 76505
Sri Lanka Tamil 1370
Indian Tamil 613
Sri Lanka Moor 9441
Other 248
Total 88177

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Harispattuwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

86.8% Buddhist
1.6% Hindu
0.7% Islam
10.7% Roman Catholic
0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total

Area in Sq.km 50.5

75442 85.6%

1591 1.8%
9630 10.9%
1099 1.2%
399 0.5%
16 0.0%
88177

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
84

Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 - Yatinuwara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 89444
Sri Lanka Tamil 1743
Indian Tamil 298
Sri Lanka Moor 7474
Other 152
Total 99111

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

90.2% Buddhist
1.8% Hindu
0.3% Islam
7.5% Roman Catholic
0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Hatharaliyadda Divisional Secretary’s Division
2. The part of Yatinuwara Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 69.6

88435 89.2%

1605 1.6%

7622 7.7%

807 0.8%

634 0.6%

8 0.0%
99111

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
9

86



Provincial Council Electorate No. 10 - Udunuwara North

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 82973
Sri Lanka Tamil 4088
Indian Tamil 2794
Sri Lanka Moor 6474
Other 782
Total 97111

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population

Religion
85.4% Buddhist

4.2% Hindu

2.9% Islam

6.7% Roman Catholic

0.8% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Kandy Four Gravets & Gangawata Korale DS's Division
2. The part of Yatinuwara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Udunuwara Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 57.8
81260 83.7%
5733 5.9%
6924 7.1%
1916 2.0%
1260 1.3%
18 0.0%
97111

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 11 - Pathahewaheta

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 78908
Sri Lanka Tamil 5138
Indian Tamil 1496
Sri Lanka Moor 3255
Other 387
Total 89184

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Pathahewaheta Divisional Secretary's Division

Population

Religion
88.5% Buddhist

5.8% Hindu

1.7% Islam

3.6% Roman Catholic

0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Kundasale Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Kandy Four Gravets & Gangawata Korale Divisional Secretary's Division
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14

5

53

Area in Sq.km 100.0

77834 87.3%

5452 6.1%

3416 3.8%

1519 1.7%

959 1.1%

4 0.0%
89184

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
73

7

7



Provincial Council Electorate No. 12 - Pussellawa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 39825
Sri Lanka Tamil 11050
Indian Tamil 24267
Sri Lanka Moor 8277
Other 173
Total 83592

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Delthota Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

47.6% Buddhist
13.2% Hindu
29.0% Islam
9.9% Roman Catholic
0.2% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Doluwa Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Udapalatha Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 13 - Gampola

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 81137
Sri Lanka Tamil 2875
Indian Tamil 1089
Sri Lanka Moor 4668
Other 396
Total 90165

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

90.0% Buddhist
3.2% Hindu
1.2% Islam
5.2% Roman Catholic
0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Udunuwara Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Doluwa Divisional Secretary's Division

3. The part of Udapalatha Divisional Secretary's Division

4. The part of Ganga lhala Korale Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 173.9

39406 47.1%
32912 39.4%
8483 10.1%

1361 1.6%

1417 1.7%

13 0.0%
83592

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
29

14

13

Area in Sq.km 90.1

80380 89.1%

3308 3.7%
5039 5.6%
854 0.9%
570 0.6%
14 0.0%
90165

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
10

17

21

14



Provincial Council Electorate No. 14 - Udunuwara South

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 44404
Sri Lanka Tamil 2940
Indian Tamil 1471
Sri Lanka Moor 41560
Other 381
Total 90756

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

48.9% Buddhist
3.2% Hindu
1.6% Islam
45.8% Roman Catholic
0.4% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Udunuwara Divisional Secretary’s Division
2. The part of Doluwa Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Udapalatha Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 44.8

43904 48.4%

3833 4.2%

41957 46.2%

726 0.8%

335 0.4%

1 0.0%
90756

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
61

2

15

Provincial Council Electorate No. 15 - Nawalapitiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 49103
Sri Lanka Tamil 6332
Indian Tamil 21340
Sri Lanka Moor 10876
Other 685
Total 88336

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Pasbage Korale Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

55.6% Buddhist
7.2% Hindu
24.2% Islam
12.3% Roman Catholic
0.8% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Ganga Ihala Korale Divisional Secretary's Division

138

Area in Sq.km 187.2

48508 54.9%
24183 27.4%
11375 12.9%

2756 3.1%

1500 1.7%

14 0.0%
88336

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
29

17
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Matale District

144. Matale district is situated between the North latitudes 7°23’ and 8%and between the East
longitudes 80°29” and 80°59’, covering an area of 1,993 km?. It comprises the Northern part of
the CP. Its area as a percentage of the total area of the province is 35.1%. The extents of land
and inland waters amount to 1,952 km? and 41 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover
only 2.1% of the total area of the district. The district is bounded to the North by Anuradhapura
and Polonnaruwa districts, to the South by Kandy district, to the East by Badulla and Ampara
districts and to the West by Kurunegala district. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was
about 725km? or 36.4% of the total area of the district. The elevation of the district ranges from
50 m to 1,890+ m above sea level.

145. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 484,531and the population density
was 248 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 94.2% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Matale and its flying distance from Colombo is 104 km. The road
kilometerage of the district was 866 in 2016. In 2016, employment in the district was mainly in
Services (40%) and Agriculture (38%), followed by Industry (22%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

146. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 4.2.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (80.8%) and
Buddhists (79.5%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (9.2%) and followers of Islam (9.4%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lanka Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are 9.8% and 9.0%, respectively.

Table 4.2.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Matale District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 391,305 80.8 Buddhist 385,151 79.5
Sri Lanka Tamil 24,279 5.0 Hindu 43,432 9.0
Indian Tamil 23,238 4.8 Islam 45,682 9.4
Sri Lanka Moor 44,786 9.2 Roman Catholic 7,899 1.6
Other 923 0.2 Other Christian 2,342 0.5

Other 25 0.0
Total 484,531 100 Total 484,531 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Matale District

147. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Matale District in the CP Provincial Council was 11.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Matale
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 6 Provincial Councilors.

148. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 80,755 for the
population of 484,531 residing in 545 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 11 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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149. The Committee received 15 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 5 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 10 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the morning of 22.11.2017.

150. Several proposals suggested complete and incomplete delimitation of electorates based on
DSs, with one based on Local Authority areas. Noting that all demographic information is only
available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather
than Local Authority Areas, as the basis for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising
the need to minimise division of other electoral boundaries for practical purposes. Wherever
possible, the Committee considered these proposals when combining DSs for demarcation of
electorates, but within agreed tolerance limits to minimize disproportion in populations among
electorates, in consideration of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the
Amendment Act 2017.

151. A few proposals suggested multi member electorates in the Matale, Rattota and Ukuwela
areas. The Committee noted that Tamils and Muslims comprised 9.8% and 9.2%, respectively,
of the entire District population, less than 35% of the population required for a multimember
electorate. Hence, the Committee recognised that the objective of achieving a minority
representative as one of the councilors in a multi member electorate was unlikely to be
achieved as the community of interest was too small, and instead, concentrated each
community of interest in specific electorates to safeguard their interests in consideration of
Section 3A (4) (a) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

152. Four submissions required no action, as they contained no proposals or proposals that
were outside the mandate of the Committee.

153. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate.

154. In summary, Matale District was divided into 6 single member electorates, with 5 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 4 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and 2 DSs
each divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -
5.2% and +1.4% of the average population per electorate as follows:

Electorates — Matale District

Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members to
be Returned

Dambulla 1
Naula
Galewela
Matale
Rattota

o g M W N R
T

Ukuwela
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Dambulla

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 472.3
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 78603 96.1% Buddhist 77498 94.8%
Sri Lanka Tamil 800 1.0% Hindu 789 1.0%
Indian Tamil 89 0.1% Islam 2347 2.9%
Sri Lanka Moor 2253 2.8% Roman Catholic 969 1.2%
Other 39 0.0% Other Christian 176 0.2%
Other 5 0.0%
Total 81784 Total 81784
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. Dambulla Divisional Secretary's Division 59
2. The part of Galewela Divisional Secretary's Division 8
Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Naula
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 940.1
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 78360 96.6% Buddhist 78094 96.3%
Sri Lanka Tamil 1217 1.5% Hindu 2240 2.8%
Indian Tamil 1143 1.4% Islam 426 0.5%
Sri Lanka Moor 395 0.5% Roman Catholic 233 0.3%
Other 12 0.0% Other Christian 131 0.2%
Other 3 0.0%
Total 81127 Total 81127
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. Naula Divisional Secretary's Division 52
2. Laggala-Pallegama Divisional Secretary's Division 37
3. Wilgamuwa Divisional Secretary's Division 39
4. The part of Pallepola Divisional Secretary's Division 12
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Galewela

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sgq.km 2155
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 69728 85.6% Buddhist 66486 81.6%
Sri Lanka Tamil 996 1.2% Hindu 1262 1.5%
Indian Tamil 514 0.6% Islam 10238 12.6%
Sri Lanka Moor 10203 12.5% Roman Catholic 3280 4.0%
Other 49 0.1% Other Christian 220 0.3%
Other 4 0.0%
Total 81490 Total 81490
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Galewela Divisional Secretary's Division 51
2. The part of Pallepola Divisional Secretary's Division 32
Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Matale
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 97.9
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 53556 65.4% Buddhist 52800 64.5%
Sri Lanka Tamil 7736 9.5% Hindu 8579 10.5%
Indian Tamil 1852 2.3% Islam 18604 22.7%
Sri Lanka Moor 18265 22.3% Roman Catholic 1360 1.7%
Other 448 0.5% Other Christian 506 0.6%
Other 8 0.0%
Total 81857 Total 81857
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Yatawatta Divisional Secretary's Division 3
2. The part of Matale Divisional Secretary's Division 46
3. The part of Ambanganga Korale Divisional Secretary's Division 10
4. The part of Ukuwela Divisional Secretary's Division 7
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Rattota

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 153.7
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 51736 63.3% Buddhist 51281 62.8%
Sri Lanka Tamil 10026 12.3% Hindu 23385 28.6%
Indian Tamil 15072 18.4% Islam 4871 6.0%
Sri Lanka Moor 4623 5.7% Roman Catholic 1264 1.5%
Other 240 0.3% Other Christian 891 1.1%
Other 5 0.0%
Total 81697 Total 81697
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. Rattota Divisional Secretary's Division 54
2. The part of Matale Divisional Secretary's Division 3
3. The part of Ambanganga Korale Divisional Secretary's Division 10
4.The part of Ukuwela Divisional Secretary's Division 12
Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Ukuwela
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 113.6
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 59322 77.5% Buddhist 58992 77.0%
Sri Lanka Tamil 3504 4.6% Hindu 7177 9.4%
Indian Tamil 4568 6.0% Islam 9196 12.0%
Sri Lanka Moor 9047 11.8% Roman Catholic 793 1.0%
Other 135 0.2% Other Christian 418 0.5%
Other 0 0.0%
Total 76576 Total 76576
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Matale Divisional Secretary's Division 3
2. The part of Ukuwela Divisional Secretary's Division 54
3. The part of Yatawatta Divisional Secretary’s Division 53
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Nuwara Eliya District

155. Nuwara Eliya district is situated between the North latitudes 6°45’ and 7°16° and between
the East longitudes 80°25” and 81%57°, covering an area of 1,741 km®. Its area as a percentage
of the total area of the province is 30.7%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to
1,706 km? and 35 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 2.0% of the total area of
the district. The district is bounded to the North by Kandy district, to the South by Ratnapura
district, to the East by Badulla district and to the West by Kegalle district. The estimated forest
cover as at 2010 was about 457 km? or 26.2% of the total area of the district. The elevation of
the district ranges from 70 m to 2,530+ m above sea level.

156. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 711,644 and the population density
was 417 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 90.9% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Nuwara Eliya (“city of light”), and its flying distance from Colombo is
102 km. The city is located overlooking Piduruthalagala, the tallest mountain in Sri Lanka. The
road kilometerage of the district was 1,097 in 2016. In 2016, employment in the district was
mainly in Agriculture (66%), followed by Services (22%) and Industry (12%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

157. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 4.3.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Indian Tamils (53.1%) and
Hindus (51%), followed by Sinhalese (39.6%) and Buddhists (39.1%). The Sri Lanka Moors
and followers of Islam comprise 2.5% and 3.0%, respectively. Roman Catholics and Other
Christians comprise 4.7% and 2.2% shares, respectively.

Table 4.3.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Nuwara Eliya District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 282,063  39.6 Buddhist 278,254  39.1
Sri Lanka Tamil 32,563 4.6 Hindu 363,163 51.0
Indian Tamil 377,637 53.1 Islam 21,116 3.0
Sri Lanka Moor 17,652 2.5 Roman Catholic 33,476 4.7
Other 1,739 0.2 Other Christian 15,508 2.2

Other 127 0.0
Total 711,644 100 Total 711,644 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Nuwara Eliya District

158. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Nuwara Eliya District in the CP Provincial Council was
16. Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
Nuwara Eliya District had to be divided into electorates to elect 8 Provincial Councilors.

159. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 88,956 for the
population of 711,644 residing in 491 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 5 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

160. The Committee received 35 proposals in 34 submissions in respect of the District,
namely, 7 submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 27 at the public
hearing held in the District Secretariat during the morning of 23.11.2017.
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161. Several proposals suggested complete and incomplete delimitation of electorates, and
were based on DSs, old Parliamentary electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local
Authority Areas, including one for a multi member electorate. The Committee could not
consider some of these proposals, as populations between electorates were significantly
disproportionate and not in keeping with the spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as
amended by the Amendment Act 2017. Noting that all demographic information is only
available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather
than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary electorates, as the basis for delimitation of
electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other electoral boundaries
for practical purposes. However, wherever possible, the Committee accommodated the
proposals made when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, but within agreed
tolerance limits to minimize disproportion in populations among electorates, in consideration
of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

162. Several proposals suggested safeguarding the rights of a minority community of interest
(Tamils), varying from 4-5 electorates/members, including some for multi member electorates
in the Nuwara Eliya town area. The Committee noted that it was possible to safeguard
representation of communities of interest, without resorting to multimember electorates, which
may not have achieved the required objective of elected members representing different
communities in that multimember electorate. Hence, the Committee concentrated each
community of interest in specific electorates to safeguard their interests in consideration of
Section 3A (4) (a) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

163. Fifteen submissions required no action, as they contained no proposals or proposals to
change the number of electorates, which was outside the mandate of the Committee.

164. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate. This was consistent with several named electorates in a few proposals
received.

165. In summary, Nuwara Eliya District was divided into 8 single-member electorates, with
one DS remaining undivided within electorates, 2 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and
2 DSs each divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained
within -8.5% and +7.2% of the average population per electorate as follows:

Electorates — Nuwara Eliya District

Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members
to be Returned

Hanguranketha 1
Walapane
Nuwara Eliya
Kothmale
Talawakele
Agarapathana
Hatton
Maskeliya

O ~NOOUA WN R
P PR PP PR
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Hanguranketha

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 76444 86.4% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 3092 3.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 8829 10.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 137 0.2% Roman Catholic
Other 26 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 88528 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Hanguranketha Divisional Secretary’s Division

Area in Sgq.km

76319
11167
138
514
390

0
88528

228.4

86.2%
12.6%
0.2%
0.6%
0.4%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Walapane

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 61688 70.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1927 2.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 22763 26.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 669 0.8% Roman Catholic
Other 62 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 87109 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Walapane Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km

61431
22500
784
1175
1202
17
87109

131

312.0

70.5%
25.8%
0.9%
1.3%
1.4%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

118



Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 — Nuwara Eliya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 32785 36.3% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 7978 8.8% Hindu
Indian Tamil 44737 49.6% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 3903 4.3% Roman Catholic
Other 881 1.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 90284 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Walapane Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Nuwara Eliya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sgq.km 199.8

30301 33.6%
46759 51.8%

4736 5.2%
5607 6.2%
2876 3.2%
5 0.0%
90284

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
7

32

Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Kothmale

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 52439 55.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 3876 4.1% Hindu
Indian Tamil 31901 33.5% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 6867 7.2% Roman Catholic
Other 265 0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total 95348 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Kothmale Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 219.0

52168 54.7%
32616 34.2%

7217 7.6%
1925 2.0%
1392 1.5%
30 0.0%
95348

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
93



Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Talawakele

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 8634
Sri Lanka Tamil 4784
Indian Tamil 73116
Sri Lanka Moor 1063
Other 129
Total 87726

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Kothmale Divisional Secretary's Division

Population

9.8%
5.5%
83.3%
1.2%
0.1%

Religion

Buddhist

Hindu

Islam

Roman Catholic
Other Christian
Other

Total

2. The part of Nuwara Eliya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sgq.km

8405
67593
1378
7654
2678
18
87726

154.0

9.6%
77.1%
1.6%
8.7%
3.1%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Agarapathana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 6023
Sri Lanka Tamil 2630
Indian Tamil 72091
Sri Lanka Moor 572
Other 56
Total 81372

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population

7.4%
3.2%
88.6%
0.7%
0.1%

Religion

Buddhist

Hindu

Islam

Roman Catholic
Other Christian
Other

Total

1. The part of Nuwara Eliya Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Ambagamuwa Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sgq.km

5988
66414
1226
5723
2012
9
81372

3
21

179.4

7.4%
81.6%
1.5%
7.0%
2.5%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

19
4



Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Hatton

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 7647
Sri Lanka Tamil 6032
Indian Tamil 70773
Sri Lanka Moor 3777
Other 273
Total 88502

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population

8.6%
6.8%
80.0%
4.3%
0.3%

Religion

Buddhist

Hindu

Islam

Roman Catholic
Other Christian
Other

Total

1. The part of Ambagamuwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

7411
65516
4810
7657
3067
41
88502

165.9

8.4%
74.0%
5.4%
8.7%
3.5%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Maskeliya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 36393
Sri Lanka Tamil 2244
Indian Tamil 53427
Sri Lanka Moor 664
Other 47
Total 92775

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population

39.2%
2.4%
57.6%
0.7%
0.1%

Religion

Buddhist

Hindu

Islam

Roman Catholic
Other Christian
Other

Total

1. The part of Ambagamuwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

36231
50598
827
3221
1891
7
92775

20

282.5

39.1%
54.5%
0.9%
3.5%
2.0%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

43
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CHAPTERS
Southern Province

166. The Southern province (SP) has a total area of 5,544 km?, which is distributed as 1,652
km? in Galle district, 1,283 km? in Matara district, and 2,609 km? in Hambantota district. Its
area is 8.4% of the total area of the country. The extents of land and inland waters in the
province are 5,383 km?and 161 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 2.9% of the
total area of the province. The province is bounded on the North by the Western,
Sabaragamuwa and Uva provinces and on the South, East and West by the sea. The estimated
forest cover as at 2010 was about 992 km? or 17.9% of the total area of the province. The road
kilometerage of the province was 3,204 in 2016. The provincial capital is Galle.

167. The SP contributed 11% of Sri Lanka’s total economic output in 2015, of which it
contributed 10% to Services, 9% to Industry and 17% to Agriculture. Within the SP, economic
output was mainly from Services (60%), followed by Industry (26%) and Agriculture (14%).
In 2016, employment in the SP was mainly in Services (40%) and Agriculture (36%), followed
by Industry (24%).

168. The following sections will focus on some demographic aspects of the SP, based on CPH
2012 data, and the administrative, local government and polling structures of the province and
the respective districts.

Total Population, Population Density and Literacy

169. According to the CPH 2012, the total population of the SP was 2,477,285, which is
equivalent to 12.2 % of the total population in the country. Out of the total population of the
province, 42.9 % or 1,063,334 belonged to Galle district, 32.9% or 814,048 to Matara district
and 24.2% or 599,093 to Hambantota district. The population density of the province was 460
pp km?. The literacy rate of the populationaged 10 years and over was 95.3 %.

Population Distribution by Gender

170. The distribution of the male and female population in the province, its districts and Sri
Lanka is given in Table 5.1. It can be seen from the table that the female population
outnumbered the male population in all three districts as in other provinces of the country.

Table 5.1: Percentage Distribution of Population by Gender - Southern Province

Area Total Population Male Female
Number % Number % Number %
Galle 1,063,334  100.0 509,902 48.0 553,432 52.0
Matara 814,048  100.0 389,903 47.9 424,145 52.1
Hambantota 599,903  100.0 294,736 49.1 305,167 50.9
SP 2,477,285 100.0 1,194,541 48.2 1,282,744 51.8

Sri Lanka 20,359,439  100.0 9,856,634 48.4 10,502,805 51.6
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Population Distribution by Sector

171. The distribution of population by sector is given in Table 5.2. The majority (87.8%) of the
population lives in the rural sector. The urban sector population (10.6%) is comparatively high
in the SP when compared with many other provinces. Out of the total urbansector population
in the country, 13.8% live in the SP.

Table 5.2: Percentage Distribution of Population by Sector - Southern Province

Area Total Population
Number %
Galle 1,063,334 100.0
Matara 814,048 100.0
Hambantota 599,903 100.0
SP 2,477,285 100.0
Sri Lanka 20,359,439

Population Distribution by Ethnicity

Urban

Number

133,398

96,570

31,709

261,677

100.0 3,704,470

%

12.5

11.9

5.3

10.6

Rural

Number
911,159
694,948
568,194

2,174,301

18.2 15,753,322

%

85.7

85.4

94.7

87.8

77.4

Estate

Number

18,777

22,530

41,307

901,647

%

1.8

2.8

0.0

1.7

4.4

172. The percentage distribution of population by ethnicity is given in Table 5.3. The majority
of population in the SP is Sinhalese (95.0%). The second highest ethnic group is Sri Lanka
Moor (2.9%), followed by Sri Lanka Tamil (1%). Indian Tamil and other ethnic groups
namely, Burgher, Malay, Sri Lanka Chetty and Bharatha, form 1.1%. Among the Sinhalese
population in the country, 15.4% live in the SP.

Table 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Population by Ethnicity - Southern Province

Area Total
Galle 100
Matara 100
Hambantota 100
SP 100
Sri Lanka 100

Population Distribution by Religion

Sinhalese

94.4
94.3
97.1
95.0
74.9

Sri Lanka

Tamil

1.3
11
0.4
1.0
111

Indian
Tamil

0.6
1.5
0.0
0.7
4.1

SriLanka  Other
Moor
3.6 0.1
3.1 0.0
11 15
2.9 0.4
9.3 0.5

173. The percentage distribution of population by religion is given in Table 5.4. The majority
of the SP population is Buddhist (94.7%), followed by followers of Islam (3.2%) and Hindus
(1.3%). Among the total Buddhist population in Sri Lanka, 16.4% live in the SP.
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Table 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Population by Religion - Southern Province

Area Total Buddhist Hindu Islam Roman Other
Catholic
Galle 100 93.9 1.5 3.7 0.4 0.5
Matara 100 94.1 2.0 3.1 0.3 0.4
Hambantota 100 96.7 0.2 2.5 0.2 0.3
SP 100 94.7 1.3 3.2 0.3 0.4
Sri Lanka 100 70.1 12.6 9.7 6.2 15

Administrative, Local Government and Polling Structure

174. Information on the Administrative and Local Government (LG) structure of the SP is
presented in Table 5.5.

Table 5.5: Administrative and LG Structure - Southern Province

Area Divisional Grama Municipal Urban  Pradeshiya
Secretariat Niladhari Councils  Councils Sabhas
Divisions Divisions
Galle 19 895 1 2 17
Matara 16 650 1 1 15
Hambantota 12 576 1 1 10
SP 47 2,121 3 4 42
Sri Lanka 331 14,021 24 41 276

175. Information with regard to the number of Registered Voters, Polling Divisions and
Polling Districts in the SP as at 2017 is given in Table 5.6.

Table 5.6: Polling Structure in 2017 — Southern Province

Area Registered Polling Polling
Voters Divisions Districts
Galle 848,877 10 703
Matara 644,800 7 446
Hambantota 479,498 4 413
SP 1,973,175 21 1,562
Sri Lanka 15,760,867 160 12,521
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Galle District

176. Galle district is situated between the North latitudes 5°58” and 6°26° and between the East
longitudes 79°59° and 80°29”, covering an area of 1,652 km?. Its area as a percentage of the
total area of the province is 29.8%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,617 km?
and 35 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover 2.1% of the total area of the district. The
district is bounded to the North by Kalutara and Ratnapura districts, to the South and West by
the sea and to the East by Matara district. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about
213km? or 12.9% of the total area of the district. A part of the tropical Sinharaja rain forest is
situated in this district. The elevation of the district rises to about 820+ m above sea.

177. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 1,063,334 and the population
density was 658 pp km? The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 96.2% in
2012. The capital of the district is Galle and its flying distance from Colombo is 105 km. The
road kilometerage of the district was 1,209 km in 2016.1n 2016, employment in the district was
mainly in Services (41%) and Agriculture (35%), followed by Industry (24%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

178. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 5.1.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (94.4%) and
Buddhists (93.9%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (3.6%) and followers of Islam (3.7%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are below 2%.

Table 5.1.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Galle District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 1,003,722 94.4 Buddhist 998,647 93.9
Sri Lanka Tamil 13,953 1.3 Hindu 15,584 15
Indian Tamil 6,146 0.6 Islam 39,267 3.7
Sri Lanka Moor 38,790 3.6 Roman Catholic 4,415 0.4
Other 723 0.1 Other Christian 5,315 0.5

Other 106 -
Total 1,063,334 100 Total 1,063,334 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Galle District

179. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Galle District in the SP Provincial Council was 22.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Galle
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 11 Provincial Councilors.

180. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 96,667 for the

population of 1,063,334 residing in 895 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 19
Divisional Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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181. The Committee received 22 proposals from 21 submissions in respect of the District,
namely, 9 submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 12 at the public
hearing held in the District Secretariat during the afternoon of 07.12.2017.

182. The majority of proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on combining DSs
or parts of DSs, old Parliamentary electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local Authority
Areas. The Committee could not consider some of these proposals, as in some proposals
populations between electorates were significantly disproportionate and not in keeping with the
spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
while other proposals were incomplete or had insufficient information to be considered. Noting
that all demographic information is only available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and
DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather than Local Authority Areas or old Parliamentary
electorates, as the basis for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising the need to
minimise division of other electoral boundaries for practical purposes. The Committee
accommodated the proposals, where possible, when combining DSs for demarcation of
electorates, within agreed tolerance limits to minimise disproportion among electorates in
population numbers, in consideration of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by
the Amendment Act 2017.

183. Several proposals suggested a multi member electorate for the Galle Town area to ensure
representation of a minority community of interest. The Committee noted that the Muslims
comprised 39,267 (3.7%) of the entire District population, less than 25% of the population
required for a multimember electorate. Hence, the Committee recognised that the objective of
achieving a minority representative as one of the councilors in a multi member electorate was
unlikely to be achieved as the community of interest was too small, and instead, concentrated
the Muslim community of interest in one electorate to accommodate these proposals as best
possible, while safeguarding balanced representation of all communities of interest.

184. One proposal requested to include specified GNs in the proposed Galle Town electorate to
raise the Muslim minority share in the electorate. The Committee accommodated this request
as best possible, in recognition of a community of interest.

185. Three submissions required no action, as 2 contained no proposals and one proposal about
Local Authority Areas was outside the mandate of the Committee.

186. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate. This was consistent with one proposal received to name one particular
electorate.

187. In summary, Galle District was divided into 11 single member electorates, with 10 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 7 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and 2 DSs
divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -5.0%
and +7.9% of the average population per electorate as follows:
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Electorates — Galle District

Electorate No.

Electorate Name

No. of Members
to be Returned

© 00 N oo O B~ W N -

e
= o

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Balapitiya

Balapitiya 1
Karandeniya
Elpitiya
Hiniduma
Yakkalamulla
Baddegama
Ambalangoda
Hikkaduwa
Galle

Akmeemana

e = = T = N T

Habaraduwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sgq.km 945
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 89256 97.2% Buddhist 88992 96.9%

Sri Lanka Tamil 151 0.2% Hindu 139 0.2%

Indian Tamil 48 0.1% Islam 2286 2.5%

Sri Lanka Moor 2233 2.4% Roman Catholic 239 0.3%

Other 105 0.1% Other Christian 129 0.1%
Other 8 0.0%

Total 91793 Total 91793

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Benthota Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Balapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division
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Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
39

40



Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Karandeniya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 89730 97.7% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1357 1.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 156 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 568 0.6% Roman Catholic
Other 34 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 91845 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Karandeniya Divisional Secretary's Division
2.Welivitiya-Divithura Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Elpitiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 91161 97.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 1529 1.6% Hindu
Indian Tamil 457 0.5% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 3 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 21 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 93171 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Elpitiya Divisional Secretary's Division

2.The part of Niyagama Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Benthota Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sgq.km 147.5

89458 97.4%

1019 1.1%
572 0.6%
259 0.3%
535 0.6%

2 0.0%
91845

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
40

20

Area in Sq.km 230.7

90941 97.6%

1612 1.7%

15 0.0%

298 0.3%

304 0.3%

1 0.0%
93171

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
51

16

12



Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Hiniduma

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 487.5
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 93038 93.1% Buddhist 92713 92.7%
Sri Lanka Tamil 3555 3.6% Hindu 5471 5.5%
Indian Tamil 3354 3.4% Islam 34 0.0%
Sri Lanka Moor 22 0.0% Roman Catholic 577 0.6%
Other 11 0.0% Other Christian 1180 1.2%
Other 5 0.0%
Total 99980 Total 99980
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. Thawalama Divisional Secretary's Division 36
2. Neluwa Divisional Secretary's Division 34
3. The part of Nagoda Divisional Secretary's Division 20
4. The part of Niyagama Divisional Secretary's Division 18

Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Yakkalamulla

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sgq.km 229.5
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 93968 95.7% Buddhist 93855 95.5%
Sri Lanka Tamil 2736 2.8% Hindu 3439 3.5%
Indian Tamil 1432 1.5% Islam 34 0.0%
Sri Lanka Moor 16 0.0% Roman Catholic 278 0.3%
Other 75 0.1% Other Christian 579 0.6%
Other 42 0.0%
Total 98227 Total 98227
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. Yakkalamulla Divisional Secretary’s Division 44
2. The part of Imaduwa Divisional Secretary's Division 23
3. The part of Nagoda Divisional Secretary's Division 33
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Baddegama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 92470 97.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 2405 2.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 185 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 280 0.3% Roman Catholic
Other 27 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 95367 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Baddegama Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Bope-Poddala Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Galle Four Gravets Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sgq.km 131.9

91802 96.3%

1954 2.0%
297 0.3%
541 0.6%
766 0.8%

7 0.0%
95367

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
70

18

2

Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Ambalangoda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 94862 99.7% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 182 0.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 31 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 16 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 54 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 95145 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Ambalangoda Divisional Secretary’s Division

2. Gonapeenuwala Divisional Secretary's Division

3. The part of Hikkaduwa Divisional Secretary's Division
4. The part of Balapitiya Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 82.4

94439 99.3%

152 0.2%

32 0.0%

230 0.2%

288 0.3%

4 0.0%
95145

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
36

19

1

11



Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Hikkaduwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 101029
Sri Lanka Tamil 362
Indian Tamil 34
Sri Lanka Moor 50
Other 67
Total 101542

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

99.5% Buddhist
0.4% Hindu
0.0% Islam
0.0% Roman Catholic
0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Hikkaduwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 - Galle

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 68388
Sri Lanka Tamil 797
Indian Tamil 302
Sri Lanka Moor 34701
Other 151
Total 104339

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

65.5% Buddhist
0.8% Hindu
0.3% Islam
33.3% Roman Catholic
0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Galle Four Gravets Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Akmeemana Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Bope-Poddala Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sgq.km 66.7

100588 99.1%

257 0.3%

79 0.1%

293 0.3%

317 0.3%

8 0.0%
101542

Number of Grama

Niladhari's Divisions

96

Area in Sq.km 23.8

67248 64.5%

780 0.7%

34959 33.5%

915 0.9%

417 0.4%

20 0.0%
104339

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
48

1



Provincial Council Electorate No. 10 - Akmeemana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 93456
Sri Lanka Tamil 780
Indian Tamil 127
Sri Lanka Moor 865
Other 64
Total 95292

Component parts of the above Electorate

Population
Religion

98.1% Buddhist
0.8% Hindu
0.1% Islam
0.9% Roman Catholic
0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Akmeemana Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Bope-Poddala Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 74.8

92794 97.4%

674 0.7%

899 0.9%

475 0.5%

448 0.5%

2 0.0%
95292

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
52

24

Provincial Council Electorate No. 11 - Habaraduwa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 96364
Sri Lanka Tamil 99
Indian Tamil 20
Sri Lanka Moor 36
Other 114
Total 96633

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Habaraduwa Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

99.7% Buddhist
0.1% Hindu
0.0% Islam
0.0% Roman Catholic
0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

2. The part of Akmeemana Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Imaduwa Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sgq.km 82.7

95817 99.2%

87 0.1%

60 0.1%

310 0.3%

352 0.4%

7 0.0%
96633

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
59

10

20
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Matara District

188. Matara district is situated between the North latitudes 5°55° and 6°23’ and between the
East longitudes 80°22” and 80°43’, covering an area of 1,283 km?. Its area as a percentage of
the total area of the province is 23.1%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,270
km® and 13 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover only 1% of the total area of the
district. The district is bounded to the North by Ratnapura district, to the South by the sea, to
the East by Hambantota district and to the West by Galle district. The estimated forest cover as
at 2010 was about 200km’ or 15.6% of the total area of the district. A part of the tropical
Sinharaja rain forest is situated in this district. The elevation of the district rises to about 1220+
m above sea level.

189. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 814,048 and the population density
was 641 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 94.8% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Matara and its flying distance from Colombo is 133 km. The road
kilometerage of the district was 935 in 2016. In 2016, employment in the district was mainly in
Services (39%) and Agriculture (37%), followed by Industry (23%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

190. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 5.2.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (94.3%) and
Buddhists (94.1%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (3.1%) and followers of Islam (3.2%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are below 3%.

Table 5.2.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Matara District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 767,580 94.3 Buddhist 766,323 94.1
Sri Lanka Tamil 8,772 1.1 Hindu 16,421 2.0
Indian Tamil 12,127 1.5 Islam 25,614 3.2
Sri Lanka Moor 25,254 3.1 Roman Catholic 2,432 0.3
Other 315 - Other Christian 3,208 0.4

Other 50 -
Total 814,048 100 Total 814,048 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Matara District

191. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Matara District in the SP Provincial Council was 17.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Matara
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 9 Provincial Councilors.

192. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 90,450 for the
population of 814,048 residing in 650 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 16 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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193. The Committee received 7 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 4 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 3 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the morning of 08.12.2017.

194. The majority of proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on combining DSs
or parts of DSs and Local Authority Areas. Noting that all demographic information is only
available by administrative units, namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather
than Local Authority Areas, as the basis for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising
the need to minimise division of Local Authority electoral boundaries for practical purposes.
The Committee considered these proposals when demarcating electorates, but within agreed
tolerance limits to minimize disproportion in populations among electorates, in consideration
of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

195. One proposal suggested a multi member electorate in the old Weligama Parliamentary
electorate to ensure representation of a minority community of interest. The Committee noted
that the largest minority Community of interest (Muslims) comprised 25,614 (3.2%) of the
entire District population, less than 16% of the population required for a multimember
electorate. Hence, the Committee recognised that the objective of achieving a minority
representative as one of the councilors in a multi member electorate was unlikely to be
achieved as the community of interest was too small and instead, concentrated the Muslim
community of interest in one electorate to accommodate this proposalas best possible, while
safeguarding balanced representation of all communities of interest.

196. One submission suggested that Southern Provincial Council should have at least one
Muslim representation and hence, proposed to concentrate specific GNDs in the Weligama
Electorate to make Muslims a deciding factor. The Committee accommodated this request as
best possible, in recognition of a community of interest.

197. One submission about a Parliamentary electorate required no action as it was outside the
mandate of the Committee.

198. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate. The names were consistent with one proposal received with named
electorates.

199. In summary, Matara District was divided into 9 single member electorates, with 9 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 5 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and 2 DSs
divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -3.7%
and +4.2% of the average population per electorate as follows:
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Electorates — Matara District

Electorate No.

© 00 N o o A W DN B

Electorate Name

Deniyaya
Pasgoda
Hakmana
Akuressa
Malimbada
Kamburupitiya
Devinuwara
Matara

Weligama

No. of Members

to be Returned

1

e e e = e

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Deniyaya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 74621
Sri Lanka Tamil 5492
Indian Tamil 9622
Sri Lanka Moor 132
Other 17
Total 89884

Population
Religion
83.0% Buddhist
6.1% Hindu
10.7% Islam
0.1% Roman Catholic
0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Kotapola Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Pitabeddara Divisional Secretary's Division

3.The part of Pasgoda Divisional Secretary's Division

207

Area in Sq.km

74720
12040
197
1201
1714
12
89884

238.8

83.1%
13.4%
0.2%
1.3%
1.9%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

37
17
3



Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Pasgoda

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 92571 98.2% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 520 0.6% Hindu
Indian Tamil 1147 1.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 14 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 7 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 94259 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Mulatiyana Divisional Secretary’s Division
2. The part of Pitabeddara Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Pasgoda Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

92653
1299
11

88
205

3
94259

258.8

98.3%
1.4%
0.0%
0.1%
0.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Hakmana

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 85342 97.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 322 0.4% Hindu
Indian Tamil 64 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 1520 1.7% Roman Catholic
Other 6 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 87254 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Hakmana Divisional Secretary's Division

2. Kirinda Puhulwella Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Mulatiyana Divisional Secretary's Division

208

Area in Sq.km

85296
251
1630
47

29

1
87254

13
20
40

165.5

97.8%
0.3%
1.9%
0.1%
0.0%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

34
25
35



Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Akuressa

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 85151
Sri Lanka Tamil 1620
Indian Tamil 1096
Sri Lanka Moor 1737
Other 16
Total 89620

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Akuressa Divisional Secretary's Division
2. Athuraliya Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

95.0% Buddhist
1.8% Hindu
1.2% Islam
1.9% Roman Catholic
0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

3. The part of Pitabeddara Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 213.5

0.0%

85174 95.0%
2118 2.4%
1752 2.0%
186 0.2%
388 0.4%

2 0.0%

89620

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
46

28

3

Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Malimbada

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 83044
Sri Lanka Tamil 121
Indian Tamil 52
Sri Lanka Moor 3823
Other 39
Total 87079

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Malimbada Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

95.4% Buddhist
0.1% Hindu
0.1% Islam
4.4% Roman Catholic
0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

1. The part of Welipitiya Divisional Secretary’s Division
3.The part of Thihagoda Divisional Secretary's Division
4.The part of Matara Four Gravets Divisional Secretary's Division

209

Area in Sq.km 112.5

82844 95.1%

109 0.1%

3841 4.4%

115 0.1%

168 0.2%

2 0.0%
87079

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
29

26

10

5



Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Kamburupitiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 89821 99.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 66 0.1% Hindu
Indian Tamil 25 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 20 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 24 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 89956 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Kamburupitiya Divisional Secretary's Division

2. The part of Devinuwara Divisional Secretary's Division

3. The part of Thihagoda Divisional Secretary's Division

4.The part of Matara Four Gravets Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

89649
52

23

90
139

3
89956

134.6

99.7%
0.1%
0.0%
0.1%
0.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Devinuwara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 88995 96.1% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 155 0.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 39 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 3386 3.7% Roman Catholic
Other 23 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 92598 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Dickwella Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Devinuwara Divisional Secretary's Division

210

Area in Sq.km

88761
116
3429
131
158

3
92598

39
11
30
11

66.3

95.9%
0.1%
3.7%
0.1%
0.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

48
30



Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Matara

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 88611 94.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 285 0.3% Hindu
Indian Tamil 18 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 4293 4.6% Roman Catholic
Other 135 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 93342 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1.The part of Matara Four Gravets Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 34.0

88009 94.3%

255 0.3%
4371 4.7%
409 0.4%
284 0.3%
14 0.0%
93342

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
50

Provincial Council Electorate No. 9 - Weligama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 79424 88.2% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 191 0.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 64 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 10329 11.5% Roman Catholic
Other 48 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 90056 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Weligama Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Welipitiya Divisional Secretary's Division

211

Area in Sq.km 58.8

79217 88.0%

181 0.2%
10360 11.5%
165 0.2%
123 0.1%
10 0.0%
90056

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
48

12
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Number Name
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Hambantota District

200. Hambantota district is situated between the North latitudes 5°58” and 6°34” and between
the East longitudes 80°36° and 81%42°, covering an area of 2,609 km?®. Its area as a percentage
of the total area of the province is 47%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 2,496
km? and 113 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover 4.3% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North by Ratnapura and Monaragala districts, to the South by the
sea, to the East by the sea and Ampara district and to the West by Matara district. The
estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 579 km? or 22.2% of the total area of the district.
The elevation of the district varies -2 m to 780+ m from sea level. Historical evidence
suggests that Hambantota had served as a principal port throughout ancient Sri Lankan history.
The Hambantota region formed part of the ancient Ruhuna kingdom in Sri Lanka’s history. A
new harbour and an airport have been recently established in Hambantota district.

201. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 599,903 and the population density
was 240 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 94.1% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Hambantota and its flying distance from Colombo is 167 km. The road
kilometerage of the district was 1,060 in 2016. In 2016, employment in the district was mainly
in Services (37%) and Agriculture (37%), followed by Industry (26%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

202. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 5.3.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sinhalese (97.1%) and
Buddhists (96.7%), followed by Sri Lanka Moor (1.1%) and followers of Islam (2.5%). The
percentages of Tamil population (both Sri Lankan Tamil and Indian Tamil) and the Hindu
population in the district are below 1%.

Table 5.3.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Hambantota District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 582,301 97.1 Buddhist 580,344 96.7
Sri Lanka Tamil 2,105 0.3 Hindu 1,222 0.2
Indian Tamil 120 0.0 Islam 15,204 2.5
Sri Lanka Moor 6,629 1.1 Roman Catholic 1,139 0.2
Other 8,748 15 Other Christian 1,692 0.3

Other 302 0.1
Total 599,903 100 Total 599,903 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Hambantota District

203. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Hambantota District in the SP Provincial Council was
14. Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
Hambantota District had to be divided into electorates to elect 7 Provincial Councilors.

204. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 85,700 for the
population of 599,903 residing in 576 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 12 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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205. The Committee received 6 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 2 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 4 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the afternoon of 08.12.2017.

206. Some submissions suggested delimitation of electorates based on a combination of DSs,
parts of DSs and old Parliamentary electorates (current Polling Divisions) and Local Authority
Areas. Noting that all demographic information is only available by administrative units,
namely, GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather than Local Authority Areas or old
Parliamentary electorates, as the basis for delimitation of electorates, while also recognising
the need to minimise division of Local Authority electoral boundaries for practical purposes.
Furthermore, the Committee noted that the populations were significantly disproportionate
among electorates in two submissions and one submission proposed a non-contiguous
electorate. The Committee accommodated these proposals when combining DSs and as best
possible, within agreed tolerance limits to minimise disproportion in populations among
electorates, in consideration of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the
Amendment Act 2017.

207. One submission suggested a multi member electorate in the Tissamaharama Parliamentary
electorate to ensure representation of a minority community of interest (Muslims). The
Committee noted that the Muslims comprised 15,204 (2.5%) of the entire District population,
less than 10% of the population required for a multimember electorate. Hence, the Committee
recognised that the objective of achieving a minority representative as one of the councilors in
a multi member electorate was unlikely to be achieved as the community of interest was too
small in the District.

208. One submission suggested Hambantota DS as an electorate to ensure one PC member
from the Muslim community. The Committee noted that the population in Hambantota DS was
inadequate to form an electorate, in consideration of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as
amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

209. Two submissions required no action, as one submission contained no proposal and one
proposal to increase the members in the Provincial Council was outside the mandate of the
Committee.

210. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate.

211. In summary, Hambantota District was divided into 7 single member electorates, with 8
DSs remaining undivided within electorates and 4 DSs each divided between 2 electorates,
while the population in each electorate remained within -4.1% and +3.9% of the average
population per electorate as follows:
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Electorates — Hambantota District

Electorate No.

~N o o~ W DN

Electorate Name

Weeraketiya
Ambalantota
Hambantota
Tissamaharama
Tangalle
Beliatta

to be returned

Walasmulla 1

e T

No. of Members

Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Walasmulla

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 88915
Sri Lanka Tamil 74
Indian Tamil 8
Sri Lanka Moor 41
Other 8
Total 89046

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Katuwana Divisional Secretary's Division
2.Walasmulla Divisional Secretary's Division

Population

Religion
99.9% Buddhist

0.1% Hindu

0.0% Islam

0.0% Roman Catholic

0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

223

Area in Sq.km 211.9
88891 99.8%
40 0.0%
47 0.1%
30 0.0%
32 0.0%
6 0.0%
89046

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
56

53



Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Weeraketiya

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 81342 99.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 26 0.0% Hindu
Indian Tamil 2 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 757 0.9% Roman Catholic
Other 13 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 82140 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Angunakolapelessa Divisional Secretary's Division
2.The part of Weeraketiya Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 266.4

81242 98.9%

19 0.0%

768 0.9%

36 0.0%

75 0.1%

0 0.0%
82140

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
51

48

Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Ambalantota

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 83117 97.8% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 290 0.3% Hindu
Indian Tamil 6 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 374 0.4% Roman Catholic
Other 1220 1.4% Other Christian
Other
Total 85007 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Sooriyawewa Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Ambalantota Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 220.1

82890 97.5%

201 0.2%

1607 1.9%

91 0.1%

215 0.3%

3 0.0%
85007

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
10
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Hambantota

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 77772 88.0% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 901 1.0% Hindu
Indian Tamil 51 0.1% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 4007 4.5% Roman Catholic
Other 5603 6.3% Other Christian
Other
Total 88334 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Hambantota Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Sooriyawewa Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Lunugamvehera Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km 648.1

77456 87.7%

468 0.5%
9395 10.6%
354 0.4%
384 0.4%
277 0.3%
88334

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
30

11

13

Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Tissamaharama

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 84809 96.7% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 546 0.6% Hindu
Indian Tamil 22 0.0% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 464 0.5% Roman Catholic
Other 1852 2.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 87693 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Tissamaharama Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Lunugamvehera Divisional Secretary's Division

225

Area in Sq.km 896.9

84235 96.1%

312 0.4%

2363 2.7%

207 0.2%

573 0.7%

3 0.0%
87693

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
44

23



Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Tangalle

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 83760
Sri Lanka Tamil 177
Indian Tamil 15
Sri Lanka Moor 952
Other 43
Total 84947

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Tangalle Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

98.6% Buddhist
0.2% Hindu
0.0% Islam
1.1% Roman Catholic
0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total

2.The part of Ambalantota Divisional Secretary's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Beliatta

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Ethnic Groups

Sinhalese 82586
Sri Lanka Tamil 91
Indian Tamil 16
Sri Lanka Moor 34
Other 9
Total 82736

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Beliatta Divisional Secretary's Division
2. Okewela Divisional Secretary's Division

Population
Religion

99.8% Buddhist
0.1% Hindu
0.0% Islam
0.0% Roman Catholic
0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total

3. The part of Weeraketiya Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km 200.6

83190 97.9%

119 0.1%

991 1.2%

295 0.3%

343 0.4%

9 0.0%
84947

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
72

9

Area in Sq.km 164.9

82440 99.6%

63 0.1%

33 0.0%

126 0.2%

70 0.1%

4 0.0%
82736

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
71

27
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CHAPTER 6
Northern Province

212. The Northern province (NP), the third largest province of the country, has a total area of
8,884 km? which is distributed as 1,025 km? in Jaffna district, 1,279 km?® in Kilinochchi
district, 1,996 km? in Mannar district, 1,967 km® in Vavuniya district and 2,617 km?® in
Mullaitivu district. Its area is 13.5% of the total area of the country. The extents of land and
inland waters in the province are 8,290 km’and 594 km? respectively. Inland water bodies
cover 6.7% of the total area of the province. The province is bounded on the North, East and
West by the sea and on the South by the North Western, North Central and Eastern provinces.
The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 4,632km? or 52.1% of the total area of the
province. The road kilometerage of the province was 3,379 in 2016. The provincial capital is
Jaffna.

213. The NP contributed 4% to Sri Lanka’s total economic output in 2015, of which, it
contributed 4% to Services, 2% to Industry and 6% to Agriculture. Within the NP, economic
output was mainly from Services (65%), followed by Industry (19%) and Agriculture (16%).
In 2016, employment in the NP was mainly in Services (50%), followed by Agriculture (28%)
and Industry (22%).

214. The following sections will focus on some demographic aspects of the NP, based on CPH
2012 data, and the administrative, local government and polling structures of the province and
the respective districts.

Total Population, Population Density and Literacy

215. According to the CPH 2012, the total population of the NP was 1,061,315, which is
equivalent to 5.2 % of the total population in the country. Out of the total population of the
province, 55 % or 583,882 belonged to Jaffna district, 10.7% or 113,510 to Kilinochchi
district, 9.4% or 99,570 to Mannar district, 16.2% or 172,115 to Vavuniya district and 8.7% or
92,238 to Mullaitivu district. The population density of the province was 128pp km?. The
literacy rate of the population aged 10 years and over was 97.8 %.

Population Distribution by Gender

216. The distribution of the male and female population in the province, its districts and Sri
Lanka is given in Table 6.1. It can be seen from the table that the female population
outnumbered the male population in all districts except the Mannar district, the only district in
Sri Lanka where males outnumbered females and the percentage of the male population was
50.3%.
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Table 6.1:

Percentage Distribution of Population by Gender - Northern

Province
Area Total Population Male Female
Number % Number % Number %

Jaffna 583,882  100.0 274,173 47.0 309,709 53.0
Kilinochchi 113,510  100.0 55,783 49.1 57,727 50.9
Mannar 99,570  100.0 50,053 50.3 49,517 49.7
Vavuniya 172,115  100.0 84,715 49.2 87,400 50.8
Mullaitivu 92,238  100.0 46,036 49.9 46,202 50.1
NP 1,061,315  100.0 510,760 48.1 550,555 51.9
Sri Lanka 20,359,439  100.0 9,856,634 48.4 10,502,805 51.6

Population Distribution by Sector

217. The distribution of population by sector is given in Table 6.2. The majority (83.3%) of the
population in the province lives in the rural sector. The urban sector population (16.7%) is
comparatively high in the NP when compared with many other provinces. Out of the total
urban sector population in the country, 4.8% live in the NP, but only in Jaffna, Mannar and
Vavuniya. The population in Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu belong entirely to the rural sector.

Table 6.2: Percentage Distribution of Population by Sector - Northern Province

Area Total Population Urban Rural Estate

Number % Number % Number %  Number %
Jaffna 583,882 100.0 117,575 20.1 466,307 79.9 - 00
Kilinochchi 113,510 100.0 - - 113,510 100.0 0.0
Mannar 99,570 100.0 24,417 245 75,153 755 - 0.0
Vavuniya 172,115 100.0 34,816 20.2 137,299 79.8 - 0.0
Mullaitivu 92,238 100.0 - - 92,238 100.0 - 00
NP 1,061,315 100.0 176,808 16.7 884,507 83.3 - 00
Sri Lanka 20,359,439 100.0 3,704,470 18.2 15,753,322 77.4 901,647 4.4

Population Distribution by Ethnicity

218. The percentage distribution of population by ethnicity is given in Table 6.3. The majority
of population in the NP is Sri Lanka Tamil (93.1%) The second highest ethnic group is Sri
Lanka Moor (3.1%), followed by Sinhalese (3.0%). Other ethnic groups, namely, Indian Tamil,
Burgher, Malay, Sri Lanka Chetty and Bharatha, form 0.8%. Among the Sri Lanka Tamil
population in the country, 43.5% live in the NP.
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Table 6.3 Percentage Distribution of Population by Ethnicity - Northern Province

Area Total Sinhalese  SrilLanka Indian  SrilLanka Other
Tamil  Tamil Moor
Jaffna 100 0.4 98.9 0.3 0.4 0.0
Kilinochchi 100 1.2 97.3 0.9 0.6 0.0
Mannar 100 2.3 80.4 0.7 16.5 0.0
Vavuniya 100 10.0 82.0 1.1 6.8 0.1
Mullaitivu 100 9.7 85.8 2.5 2.0 0.1
NP 100 3.0 93.1 0.7 3.1 0.1
Sri Lanka 100 74.9 11.1 4.1 9.3 0.5

Population Distribution by Religion

219. The percentage distribution of population by religion is given in Table 6.4. The majority
of the NP population is Hindu (74.3%), followed by Roman Catholics (15.5%), followers of
Islam (3.1%) and Buddhists (2.9%). Among the total Hindu population in Sri Lanka, 30.8%
live in the NP. The corresponding proportion of Roman Catholics is 13%.

Table 6.4: Percentage Distribution of Population by Religion - Northern Province

Area Total Buddhist  Hindu Islam Roman  Other
Catholic
Jaffna 100 0.4 82.8 0.4 12.9 3.5
Kilinochchi 100 1.1 81.9 0.6 10.6 5.7
Mannar 100 1.8 24.1 16.6 52.6 4.8
Vavuniya 100 9.8 69.4 7.0 8.9 5.0
Mullaitivu 100 8.9 75.2 2.0 9.8 4.0
NP 100 2.9 74.3 3.1 15.5 4.2
Sri Lanka 100 70.1 12.6 9.7 6.2 15

Administrative, Local Government and Polling Structure

220. Information on the Administrative and Local Government (LG) structure of the NP is
presented in Table 6.5.
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Table 6.5: Administrative and LG Structure - Northern Province

Area Divisional Grama Municipal Urban Pradeshiya

Secretariat Niladhari  Councils  Councils Sabhas

Divisions Divisions

Jaffna 15 435 1 3 13
Kilinochchi 4 95 - - 3
Mannar 5 153 - 1 4
Vavuniya 4 102 - 1 4
Mullaitivu 6 136 - - 4
NP 34 921 1 5 28
Sri Lanka 331 14,021 24 41 276

221. Information with regard to the number of Registered Voters, Polling Divisions and
Polling Districts in the NP as at 2017 is given in Table 6.6.

Table 6.6: Polling Structure in 2017 — Northern Province

Area Registered Polling Polling

Voters Divisions Districts
Jaffna 555,210 11 629
Vanni 273,707 3 351
NP 828,917 14 980
Sri Lanka 15,760,867 160 12,521

It should be noted that for election purposes the NP has been divided into two electoral
districts, namely, Jaffna and Vanni. Jaffna electoral district comprises two administrative
districts, namely, Jaffna and Kilinochchi. In fact, Kilinochchi district has been considered a
polling division of Jaffna electoral district. Vanni electoral district comprises the remaining
three administrative districts of the NP namely Mannar, Vavuniya and Mullaitivu.
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Jaffna District

222. Jaffna district is situated between the North latitudes 9°27° and 9°50” and between the
East longitudes 79°31’ and 80°37’, covering an area of 1,025 km?’. Its area as a percentage of
the total area of the province is 11.5%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 929
km? and 96 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover 9.4% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North, East and West by the sea and to the South by Kilinochchi
district and Jaffna lagoon. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 48 km? or 4.7% of
the total area of the district. Its elevation varies -2m to 15+ m from the sea level.

223. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 583,882 and the population density
was 629 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 98.2% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Jaffna and its flying distance from Colombo is 303 km. The road
kilometerage of Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts together was 1,608in 2016. In 2016,
employment in the district was mainly in Services (51%), followed by Agriculture (25%) and
Industry (24%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

224. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 6.1.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sri Lanka Tamil (98.9%) and
the other ethnic groups form only 1.1%. With regard to religion, the majority of the population
is Hindu (82.8%), followed by Roman Catholics (12.9%).

Table 6.1.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Jaffna District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 2,284 04 Buddhist 2,168 0.4
Sri Lanka Tamil 577,338 98.9 Hindu 483,255 82.8
Indian Tamil 1,807 0.3 Islam 2,363 0.4
Sri Lanka Moor 2,162 0.4 Roman Catholic 75,474 12.9
Other 291 - Other Christian 20,511 35

Other 111 -
Total 583,882 100 Total 583,882 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Jaffna District

225. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Jaffna District in the NP Provincial Council was 16.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Jaffna
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 8 Provincial Councilors.

226. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 72,985 for the
population of 583,882 residing in 435 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 15 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.
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227. The Committee received 12 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 6 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 6 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the morning of 28.11.2017.

228. Most proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on DSs. The Committee could
not consider some proposals, as populations between electorates were significantly
disproportionate and not in keeping with the spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as
amended by the Amendment Act 2017. The Committee accommodated the proposals, where
possible, when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, within agreed tolerance limits to
minimise disproportion among electorates in population numbers, in consideration of Section
3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

229. Three proposals suggested a separate electorate for the Muslim community. While
recognising that this community had been reduced to an insignificant minority with forcible
expulsion in the past, the Committee noted that currently, Muslims comprised less than 0.5%
of the population in this district, inadequate to form an electorate.

230. One submission suggested including two GNs in a specific electorate. The Committee
agreed that it was not possible to consider specific submissions relating to small sub-
populations without a valid rationale.

231. One submission outside the mandate of the Committee required no action.

232. Electorate names were taken from the predominant DSs in each electorate, in terms of
population and number of GNDs, unless there was a historically significant name that could be
used for the electorate. This was consistent with most proposals that provided electorate
names.

233. In summary, Jaffna District was divided into 8 single member electorates, with 10 DSs
remaining undivided within electorates, 2 DSs each divided between 2 electorates and 3 DSs
each divided among 3 electorates, while the population in each electorate remained within -
9.7% and +5.9% of the average population per electorate as follows:

Electorates — Jaffna District

Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members to
be Returned

Vaddukkodai 1
Kankesanthurai
Uduppiddy-Atchuveli
Point Pedro
Chavakachcheri
Kopay-Manipay

Nallur

© N o O M W N R
e e T

Jaffna and Islands
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Vaddukkodai

Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 86.3
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 153 0.2% Buddhist 153 0.2%

Sri Lanka Tamil 75880 99.5% Hindu 70112 91.9%

Indian Tamil 242 0.3% Islam 35 0.0%

Sri Lanka Moor 13 0.0% Roman Catholic 2780 3.6%

Other 8 0.0% Other Christian 3213 4.2%
Other 3 0.0%

Total 76296 Total 76296

Component parts of the above Electorate

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

1. Karainagar Divisional Secretary's Division 9

2. Valikamam West (Chankanai) Divisional Secretary's Division 25

3.The part of Valikamam South -West (Sandilipay) Divisional Secretary's Division 10

Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Kankesanthurai
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 96.1
Population

Ethnic Groups Religion

Sinhalese 645 0.9% Buddhist 617 0.8%

Sri Lanka Tamil 72214 98.7% Hindu 59275 81.0%

Indian Tamil 282 0.4% Islam 63 0.1%

Sri Lanka Moor 48 0.1% Roman Catholic 11340 15.5%

Other 7 0.0% Other Christian 1891 2.6%
Other 10 0.0%

Total 73196 Total 73196

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Valikamam North Divisional Secretary's Division

2.The part of Valikamam South (Uduvil) Divisional Secretary's Division
3.The part of Valikamam South -West (Sandilipay) Divisional Secretary's Division
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Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
45

17

10



Provincial Council Electorate No. 3 - Uduppidy -Atchuveli

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 177 0.2% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 74300 99.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 178 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 34 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 6 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 74695 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. The part of Valikamam East (Kopay) Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Vadamaradchi South-West Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sgq.km 95.2
188 0.3%
70998 95.1%
40 0.1%
2467 3.3%
983 1.3%
19 0.0%
74695

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 4 - Point Pedro

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 290 0.4% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 70061 99.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 247 0.3% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 24 0.0% Roman Catholic
Other 6 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 70628 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Vadamaradchi East Divisional Secretary's Division

2. Vadamaradchi North (Point Pedro) Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Vadamaradchi South-West Divisional Secretary's Division
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19
25
Area in Sq.km 233.1
287 0.4%
58541 82.9%
54 0.1%
10289 14.6%
1447 2.0%
10 0.0%
70628

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
18

35

9



Provincial Council Electorate No. 5 - Chavakachcheri

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 157 0.2% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 65518 99.4% Hindu
Indian Tamil 163 0.2% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 63 0.1% Roman Catholic
Other 41 0.1% Other Christian
Other
Total 65942 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
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Area in Sq.km 264.7
154 0.2%
61181 92.8%
63 0.1%
2433 3.7%
2106 3.2%
5 0.0%
65942

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

. Thenmaradchi (Chavakachcheri) Divisional Secretary’s Division 60
2. The part of Vadamaradchi South-West Divisional Secretary's Division 1
3. The part of Valikamam East (Kopay) Divisional Secretary's Division 1

Provincial Council Electorate No. 6 - Kopay-Manipay
Number of Members to be returned:- 1 Area in Sq.km 47.6
Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 229 0.30% Buddhist 225 0.30%
Sri Lanka Tamil 73559 99.30% Hindu 63122 85.20%
Indian Tamil 163 0.20% Islam 126 0.20%
Sri Lanka Moor 95 0.10% Roman Catholic 6254 8.40%
Other 4 0.00% Other Christian 4322 5.80%
Other 1 0.00%
Total 74050 Total 74050
Component parts of the above Electorate Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
1. The part of Valikamam South -West (Sandilipay) Divisional Secretary's Division 8
2. The part of Valikamam South (Uduvil) Divisional Secretary's Division 13
3. The part of Valikamam East (Kopay) Divisional Secretary's Division 11



Provincial Council Electorate No. 7 - Nallur

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 311 0.4% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 71212 99.2% Hindu
Indian Tamil 188 0.3% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 54 0.1% Roman Catholic
Other 8 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 71773 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Nallur Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Jaffna Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sgq.km 32.4
273 0.4%
63589 88.6%
101 0.1%
4859 6.8%
2943 4.1%
8 0.0%
71773

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions

Provincial Council Electorate No. 8 - Jaffna & Islands

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 322 0.4% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 74594 96.5% Hindu
Indian Tamil 344 0.4% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 1831 2.4% Roman Catholic
Other 211 0.3% Other Christian
Other
Total 77302 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Island North (Kayts) Divisional Secretary's Division
2. Island South (Velanai) Divisional Secretary's Division
3. Delft Divisional Secretary's Division

4. The part of Jaffna Divisional Secretary's Division
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40
2
Area in Sq.km 169.6
271 0.4%
36437 47.1%
1881 2.4%
35052 45.3%
3606 4.7%
55 0.1%
77302

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Divisions
15

30

6
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Kilinochchi District

234. Kilinochchi district is situated between the North latitudes 9°12* and 9°41’ and between
the East longitudes 79°57” and 80°36°, covering an area of 1,279 km?. It was carved out of the
southern part of Jaffna District in 1984. However, it is still a polling division of the Jaffna
district. Its area as a percentage of the total area of the province is 14.4%. The extents of land
and inland waters amount to 1,205 km? and 74 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover
5.8% of the total area of the district. The district is bounded to the North by Jaffna district, to
the South by Mannar and Mullaitivu districts, to the East by Mullaitivu district and to the West
by the sea. The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 381 km? or 29.8% of the total area
of the district. The elevation varies -2 m to 50 m from sea level.

235. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 113,510 and the population density
was 94 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 97.7% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Kilinochchi and its flying distance from Colombo is 280 km. The road
kilometerage of Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts together was 1,608in 2016. In 2016,
employment in the district was mainly in Services (48%), followed by Agriculture (27%) and
Industry (25%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

236. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 6.2.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sri Lanka Tamil (97.3%),
followed by Sinhalese (1.2%), Indian Tamil (0.9%) and Sri Lanka Moor (0.6%). With regard
to religion, the majority of the population is Hindu (81.9%), followed by Roman Catholic
(10.6%), Other Christian (5.7%), Buddhist (1.1%) and followers of Islam (0.6%).

Table 6.2.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Kilinochchi District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 1,331 1.2 Buddhist 1,275 1.1
Sri Lanka Tamil 110,494 97.3 Hindu 92,986 81.9
Indian Tamil 1,030 0.9 Islam 700 0.6
Sri Lanka Moor 629 0.6 Roman Catholic 12,063 10.6
Other 26 - Other Christian 6,436 5.7

Other 50 -
Total 113,510 100 Total 113,510 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Kilinochchi District

237. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Kilinochchi District in the NP Provincial Council was 4.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017,
Kilinochchi District had to be divided into electorates to elect 2 Provincial Councilors.

253



238. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 56,755 for the
population of 113,510 residing in 95 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 4 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

239. The Committee received 23 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 4 submissions
in response to the public call for written proposals and 19 at the public hearing held in the
District Secretariat during the afternoon of 28.11.2017.

240. Most proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on DSs. The Committee
accommodated the proposals, where possible, when combining DSs for demarcation of
electorates, within agreed tolerance limits to minimise disproportion among electorates in
population numbers, in consideration of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by
the Amendment Act 2017.

241. Two submissions on behalf of Indian Tamils requested an electorate for them based on
specified GNDs and equal status for Indian Tamils, respectively. The Committee noted that the
population of Indian Tamils was less than 1% of the District population and therefore,
inadequate to create an electorate.

242. One proposal suggested dividing the district into two electorates to East and West of the
A9 road. The Committee considered this proposal and accommodated as possible.

243. Five submissions that presented no proposals, or were outside the mandate of the
Committee, required no action.

244, Electorate names were consistent with names suggested in a majority of proposals.

245. In summary, Kilinochchi District was divided into 2 single member electorates, with 3
DSs remaining undivided within electorates and one DS divided between 2 electorates, while
the population in each electorate remained within -7.6% and +7.6% of the average population
per electorate as follows:

Electorates — Kilinochchi District

Electorate No. Electorate Name No. of Members to
be Returned
1 Kilinochchi West 1
2 Kilinochchi East 1
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Provincial Council Electorate No. 1 - Kilinochchi West

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 565 0.9% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 59399 97.3% Hindu
Indian Tamil 577 0.9% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 498 0.8% Roman Catholic
Other 14 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 61053 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate

1. Poonakary Divisional Secretary's Division
2. The part of Karachchi Divisional Secretary's Division

Area in Sq.km

513
47949
527
8312
3710
42
61053

768.6

0.8%
78.5%
0.9%
13.6%
6.1%
0.1%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Division

Provincial Council Electorate No. 2 - Kilinochchi East

Number of Members to be returned:- 1

Population
Ethnic Groups Religion
Sinhalese 766 1.5% Buddhist
Sri Lanka Tamil 51095 97.4% Hindu
Indian Tamil 453 0.9% Islam
Sri Lanka Moor 131 0.2% Roman Catholic
Other 12 0.0% Other Christian
Other
Total 52457 Total

Component parts of the above Electorate
1. Pachchilaippalli Divisional Secretary's Division

2. Kandavalai Divisional Secretary's Division
3. The part of Karachchi Divisional Secretary's Division
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Area in Sq.km

762
45037
173
3751
2726
8
52457

19
27

510.4

1.5%
85.9%
0.3%
7.2%
5.2%
0.0%

Number of Grama
Niladhari's Division

18
16
15
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Mannar District

246. Mannar district is situated between the North latitudes 8°31’ and 9°14” and between the
East longitudes 79%41’ and 80°23” covering an area of 1,996 km?. Its area as a percentage of
the total area of the province is 22.5%. The extents of land and inland waters amount to 1,880
km? and 116 km?, respectively. Inland water bodies cover 5.8% of the total area of the district.
The district is bounded to the North by Kilinochchi district, to the South by Anuradhapura and
Puttalam districts, to the East by Mullaitivu and Vavuniya districts and to the West by the sea.
The estimated forest cover as at 2010 was about 1,261 km? or 63.2% of the total area of the
district. Its elevation rises to about 90+ m. above sea level.

247. According to the CPH 2012, the total population was 99,570 and the population density
was 53 pp km?. The literacy rate of persons aged 10 years and over was 97.6% in 2012. The
capital of the district is Mannar and its flying distance from Colombo is 226 km. The road
kilometerage of the district was 540 in 2016. In the past, there had been a ferry service from
Talaimannar of the Mannar district to Dhanushkody in India. In 2016, employment in the
district was mainly in Services (52%), followed by Agriculture (32%) and Industry (16%).

Distribution of Population by Ethnicity and Religion

248. The distribution of population by ethnicity and religion is given in Table 6.3.1. It can be
seen from the table that the majority of the population consists of Sri Lanka Tamil (80.4%)
followed by Sri Lanka Moor (16.5%). With regard to religion, the majority of the population is
Roman Catholic (52.6%), followed by Hindus (24.1%) and followers of Islam (16.6%).

Table 6.3.1: Population Distribution by Ethnicity and Religion — Mannar District

Ethnic Group Number % Religion Number %
Sinhalese 2,305 2.3 Buddhist 1,809 1.8
Sri Lanka Tamil 80,103 80.4 Hindu 24,027 24.1
Indian Tamil 692 0.7 Islam 16,512 16.6
Sri Lanka Moor 16,436 16.5 Roman Catholic 52,415 52.6
Other 34 - Other Christian 4,790 4.8

Other 17 -
Total 99,570 100 Total 99,570 100

Delimitation of Electorates in Mannar District

249. Under Section 3 (3) of the Principal Act, the number of Provincial Councilors determined
by the Election Commissioner for the Mannar District in the NP Provincial Council was 5.
Under Section 3A (2) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017, Mannar
District had to be divided into electorates to elect 3 Provincial Councilors.
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250. The average population per single-member electorate was determined as 33,190 for the
population of 99,570 residing in 153 Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) within 5 Divisional
Secretariats (DSs) in the District.

251. The Committee received 39 submissions in respect of the District, namely, 18
submissions in response to the public call for written proposals and 21 at the public hearing
held in the District Secretariat during the afternoon of 29.11.2017.

252. Most proposals suggested delimitation of electorates based on DSs. One proposal was
based on Local Authority Areas. The Committee could not consider many of these proposals,
as populations between electorates were significantly disproportionate and not in keeping with
the spirit of Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.
Noting that all demographic information is only available by administrative units, namely,
GNDs and DSs, the Committee used DSs, rather than Local Authority Areas, as the basis for
delimitation of electorates, while also recognising the need to minimise division of other
electoral boundaries for practical purposes. The Committee accommodated the proposals,
where possible, when combining DSs for demarcation of electorates, within agreed tolerance
limits to minimise disproportion in population numbers among electorates, in consideration of
Section 3A (4) (b) of the Principal Act as amended by the Amendment Act 2017.

253. Some submissions proposed an electorate for Musali DS. The Committee could not
consider this proposal, as the popula